
UPS Executive Senate Meeting 02/24/21 

Present: Mary Jo Meier, Jason Kegler, Jamie Clayton, Tracy Holtzen, Brenda Hawkins 

Absent: Nathaniel Brungardt 

 

Jason began the meeting on time and the following discussion took place: 

• New Business: Nothing to report 

• Update on Elections process needed. Bill said they would be ready to present with slots to fill for 

the upcoming meeting to be voted on at the April Full Senate Meeting. Mary Jo said she met 

with BB and Bill, and Jamie was going to send a list to Jason of who was available. The list was 

needed by 02/29, or 03/01, for the elections committee: Bill, BB, Mary Jo, and Mary Jo would 

work on it that day and give Jason the full overview of who’s available. She asked that this list be 

sent by the end of month to complete prior to the next meeting. Jamie added this list to the 

executive team, but will email to everyone as well.  It should be what is needed for the election 

piece. 

• Mary Jo reported that Abby Fern is the speaker for March; Cheryl Giefer in April, and Deatrea 

Rose in May. All have been confirmed. 

• Jason doesn’t feel he’ll need to report on this, but may address it in his remarks.  For each year 

that we receive PSU Foundation funding, we are required to submit a proposal for the request, 

letting them know how we’ll use the funds. Jason spoke with Brad and Brad shared the 

document he proposed in prior years.   Jason will use the same format and submit the request.  

He’ll add it to the folder for future use. Deadline to submit is no later than March 19, 2021, and 

should be around that time each year. Mary Jo suggested she could do it, and Jason thought it 

might be a good responsibility of the upcoming President-Elect, so this change to the procedure 

will take place this year. He’ll scan the letter from Brad and Kathleen, in an email to Mary Jo.  

She will plan to complete the form, confirm with Jason, and then submit to Kathleen.  She will 

make her deadline Marcy 10 2021, for some wiggle room.  

• Next to discuss, the Distinguished Service Award, which has been taken care of. The 

presentation scheduled for yesterday, but has been delayed.  The plan is to surprise the 

recipient of the award, to be recorded, and shared with everyone on Apple Day.  

• Jason said they have done everything needed to do as far as tying up loose ends for the March 

Senate meeting. Have we heard anything from people around campus to be addressed? At this 

point, there are no items to be addressed.   A discussion of the scarcity of people and students 

around campus making connections began and Jason shared some information regarding COVID 

– Health Center is seeing 6-8 students daily, with only 1-2 Covid-like symptoms. Brenda heard 

from students (specifically international) that they are thankful to be back and on campus.  Our 

August international numbers are looking up and we’re excited to bring more and more 

students back to PSU.  Brenda told a story about a student from France who said we have more 

freedoms than his own country, and he feels so thankful to be here. Jason said he misses the 

culture and livelihood that the international students bring to campus, specifically the 

perspective.   



• Jason will go ahead and get the agenda over to Nathan before he leaves work today. We will 

move forward with it as is. 

• Jason wanted to ask each of us to tell us one thing (positive) that’s happening in our life, work 

related, outside work, in family, that we’re thankful for. 

 

Jason’s ongoing battle for his family, to get his family to move closer to Pittsburg, and they put 

house up for sale in December, and they have accepted an offer effective this week.  They are 

ready to close on it and will now be looking for something in the Fort Scott area.  All wished 

them well in this search.  

 

Mary Jo mailed one of the President’s Society members an award which was sent to this couple 

in San Antonio, TX.  It was Waterford Crystal since they are really good donors, and she was 

concerned it would arrive to them damaged.  She checked in with them once they received it – 

without any damage, and the gentleman wanted to give a gift out of his IRA. He said it is always 

really nice to have a donor provide a gift to the university effortlessly. She recognizes this as a 

blessing. It came in at a time when you’re worn out and down, and was a very welcome blessing. 

  



Brenda – this is the first semester she has helped teach the International student Transitions 

class, and she loves the chance to touch base with the students and to see their excitement. Her 

desire is to see them succeed and create relationships with others. It’s been exciting to see them 

taking advantage of the activities we offer them.  Her class plans to attend a Basketball game to 

support a student from Australia. 

 

Tammy – She feels very blessed to be able to spend time at PSU, a campus she loves and who 

has built such a large range of friends who are family.  During difficult times, especially last fall 

with the health scare, as well as the tornado in CJ and the death of her spouse, she finds that 

her support group is such an amazing blessing to her and she is so very thankful to be able to 

share this space with them all.  You don’t realize the support you have and the depth of 

relationships until a tragedy occurs, so it’s such an amazing opportunity to recognize during 

everyday life, and not just during difficult times.  Of course, her grandbaby, Taty (Tatyana) is also 

her favorite blessing. She is the love of her life and definitely gets time with her Mimi as often as 

possible. There could have been a tale about chocolate which will not be recorded in these 

minutes.   

 

Jamie –  She feels that she is lucky to work in a job that is more flexible, which has allowed her 

time at home to see her own kids on and off the bus, this is such a blessing. With the snow days 

last week, she was able to see her 6 year old lose his first tooth. He was looking for $100, but 

the Tooth Fairy didn’t get the memo, so $5 was delivered.   

 

Tracy – She is Catholic. Her Mom has Alzheimer’s and is in a nursing home. It’s been a very 

difficult year for her and her family due to Covid, and the restrictions they have to visit her Mom 

in the nursing home.  With Lint being last week, she reached out to the nursing home and has 

been able to provide them with Communion - so she was finally able to spend at least 25 

minutes each week with her Mom.  Last week, she got to hug her mom. Another day, she got to 

hug her twice and stay longer with her. This was the best blessing ever.  This was the first time 

her Mom got to have communion in over a year. She used to live with Tracy and her husband, 

Doug, so this transition has been very difficult to experience over the past year, but Tracy is 

happy to be able to spent this very special time with her Mom.  

 

There was not a dry eye on the meeting after this. What a beautiful story. 

 

• Jason will plan to share positives/negatives at each meeting from now on, so we need to be 

prepared for each session going forward. 

• Tracy shared a conversation about Jason she heard…from Becky and Tony Nash.  Becky works at 

her Moms Nursing Home and they are willing to spill the dirt if needed, about Jason.  Jason 

shared that he and his family met the Nash’s 3-4 years ago, through the Elks Hoop Shoot. They 

run the KS state competitions, and Jason’s oldest and later youngest son’s got involved. He and 

his family are member’s shooting out of the Parsons’ lodge.  Both of them competed at 

nationals. Jason is not sure how much dirt the Nash’s have on him, but potentially some.  Tracy 

shared that Becky said how much she loves his sons, and they are great kids.  Jason recognized 



that even when not competing, they try to get together with Jason and his family, and have 

been support for them during some difficult times in the past. 

 

Jason spilled the beans on himself about a trip to Chicago at the Hard Rock Café. The ice cream 

sundae got shared – imagine how Covid could have affected them at that time? 

 

The meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted by Tammy Higgins, in the absence of Nathan Brungardt 


