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From the editor

We hope you enjoy this spring issue of the
PittState Magazine as much as we enjoyed
putting it together for you.

In this issue are some things we hope you
will find fun and helpful. In addition to the ever
popular Where in the World is Gus photos and
class notes, you'll find some odd looking things
called QR codes. Tech-savy readers with smart
phones and the right apps can scan the codes
and link to a video story. Even if you aren’t
packing the coolest digital equipment, you can
see the latest news and video stories at
www.pittstate.edu or look for us on Facebook.

Send us your class notes, |eh‘ers, comments
and suggestions by e-mail to psumag @ pittstate.
edu or by mail to University Marketing and
Communication, 106 Russ Halll, Pittsburg State
University, 1701 S. Broadway, Pittsburg, KS
66762.

Contains 10% post consumer recycled fiber.
Please recycle
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Letters

From the editor:

Most of our mail for this issue was in
response to our story on ‘60s fashions,
which included a number of photos of
unidentified students. These old photos
clearly brought back some wonderful
memories. Thanks for sharing! — Ron

To the editor,

(In the) Photo on p. 20, upper right, Phil
Adams is leftmost. (I) don’t recognize
the two in the middle. Rightmost is me,
Bruce McReynolds. (The) hat with the

yarn around it is worn by Danny Resnick.

I believe that Danny works or worked
for Kansas SRS. I work at Los Alamos
National Laboratory, Los Alamos, N.M.
Bruce McReynolds
(BA "68, MS '71)

To the editor,

Baby Boomer Fashions brought back
memories. It is ironic that in the memory
section you note the passing of the very
first "hippie” at KSC. Gerald Johnson was
an art major and in about 1964 he grew
his hair long, grew a full beard and wore
clothes he obtained from the Salvation
Army. Everyone thought he was strange
and students were afraid to be seen
walking with him on campus. A year or
two later, other students began growing

long hair and of course the rest is history.

My wife and I were art majors, attending
KSC from 1963 — 1968, when we received
our masters in art degrees.

Dwight Pogue

To the editor,

My name is Katie Kershner and my
father, Ken Kershner, graduated from
PSU in Dec. of 1970. He recognizes a
couple of people in the Fall 2010 article
“The ‘60s.” The gentleman in the middle
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of page 20 that is pictured by himself
in a white shirt, my father said, is John
Thomas. On page 21,
the picture of the guy
at the bottom right
hand corner, my father
said, is Tim Hervey.
My father, John
Thomas, and Tim
Hervey were all
members of
Lambda Chi.
Thanks for the
memories!!
Katie

Mystery girl...
To the editor,
(On) Page 21, (the) photo of the girl at
the bookstore is of Martha Wendell.
Jane Riseling (BS '64, MS '68)

To the editor,
I received my
fall Pitt State
Magazine and
the article
regarding Baby
Boomer fashions
on page 20-21
made me take
a second look.
I “think” the
picture of the
girl with all the
books may be
me. I graduated
from high school in 1965 and started my
first semester at Pitt State that summer.
I graduated with a degree in social
work in December 1970. My husband is
not convinced that it is me and I could
be wrong but it’s certainly possible. It
would be very cool if it turns out to be
me. My name was Sammie Jo Ericson
and I got married my sophomore
year. My married name at the time
of graduation was Ragonese. I live in
Lawrence, Kan., and I am still a big fan
of Pitt State and I am very, very proud
to be a graduate.

Sammie Conder (BS '70)

To the editor,

The ‘60s fashions

article was a walk

down memory lane

in the PittsState fall

magazine. The lovely

black woman under

the title was Ann Betis.

She was a history

graduate student and

was the first Black

Homecoming Queen

who advocated Black

Pride 1969. That fall

was the first time there were two
homecoming queens: a black and a white.
The John Lennon look brought flashbacks
to my freshman year in 1968-1969 as a
rural white Gloria Steinham wanna be.

As a female with mini-skirts and platform
shoes, I remember that hair dryers were
not invented and barbed-wire curlers
were used to facilitate the painful ‘retro’
look. Often girls had to use the wall hand
dryers to erase wet hair after swimming in
the old gymnasium pool before attending
classes. Males in ROTC had to hide their
long hair with wigs. All ladies had to
wear skirts on campus until 5 p.m. Jeans
were not allowed. Luckily for that

time period, longer ‘granny” coats and
skirts became popular to stop freezing
derrieres. Polyester, the manmade fabric
from Hell, allowed the paisleys, large
collars, striped bell bottoms and plaids
(stereotypical of the 2010 show “Mad
Men”) to reign in style. We did sweat a
lot in spring in summer, however without
breathable clothing. We had plenty of
time to prep since dorms were not coed
and doors were locked by midnight on
weekends. I was a resident hall advisor
and had to answer the one phone in the
dorm after hours. Students had no dorm
refrigerators, but big LP records, eight
tracks in cars, TV in lobbies with three
channels and the platitude of knowing
that Pittsburg was rated in Playboy as
one of the top ten party schools. Animal
House wasn’t even a movie yet.

This Baby Boomer remembers the athletic
wear of basketball and track stars with
tight shorts, baggy sweats and plain
converse shoes. The tennis team used
wooden rackets and the football team



wore the true non-lyrca fitting colors
of crimson and gold. All students
dressed up for homecoming. I was
fortunate enough to be a homecoming
attendant and was engaged to the all-
star quarterback Rick Clark, who led
KSC (then) to a Rocky Mountain football
championship. I was busy advocating
for Title IX female sports participation,
too. Tediously so, I won a trophy for
“Best Dressed” on campus; how trite
now. Reflection of the years was truly
colorful. Today I have batwing arms that
flap when I write after teaching school for
38 years. The old quarterback is
remarried and is assisting his high school
grandson with the ‘back in the day’
football techniques. We all look at our
KANZAs at Christmases and share the
social change of southeast Kansas where
Woodstock didn’t occur but “Cornstalk”
happened. The ‘60s made an impact. I'm
so glad I truly didn’t ‘turn on, tune in
and drop out.”

Kay German Bunn, 1968-1972

Ft. Scott, Kansas

Corrections

To the editor,

I would like to offer a correction to a
comment made in your article about
Melissa Roush (“Cadet honored with
rare military awards,” Fall 2010 issue).
In it Captain Johnson said, “that to our
knowledge, this is the first time that
anyone from our department has ever
received this award,” referring to the
Legion of Valor Bronze Cross Award.
Actually, I am aware of two other times
it has been awarded to members of this
department, in 1961 to Andrew Johnson,
and in 1962 to me.

I am a 1963 graduate of the university,
and enjoy reading the Pitt State
Magazine. It’s an excellent publication.
Edward Finley
Legion of Valor
Bronze Cross Award, 1962

Myr. Finley, thanks for the updated
information. To learn that at least two
other PSU alumni received such a high
honor makes us even more proud!

— Ron
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A reason to celebrate!

The 10-year, $120-million Campaign for Pittsburg State University came
to a conclusion with fireworks and celebration last September. All told,
the campaign raised $122,727,266 for everything from scholarships to
major capital improvements on campus.

PSU President Steve Scott said the campaign has made the university
much stronger than it would have been had the fundraising effort not
taken place.

“Just imagine what Pittsburg State University would be today if we
had not embarked on this ambitious plan a decade ago,” Scott said.

The results are impressive. Student scholarships were doubled,
and money was targeted for student development, campus
internationalization and the Faculty of Distinction program. Bricks-
and-mortar projects included the Student Recreation Center and
Kansas National Guard Armory, the Bryant Student Health Center,
the Veterans Memorial Amphitheater, the Tyler Research Center, the
Jungletron, the Bicknell Sports Complex and the expansion of Carnie
Smith Stadium.

“The Campaign for Pittsburg State University has been successful
because of the hard work and generosity of loyal friends and alumni
of the university,” Scott said. “We want to thank them and take time
to reflect on how their support has transformed this great university.”

Dr. Brad Hodson, vice president for university advancement, said
the campaign demonstrated a bold vision for PSU.

“Ten years ago, a $120 million campaign was very rare for a public
university our size,” Hodson said. “It was admittedly ambitious, but
our success is proof that to succeed, you need to dream big.”
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Healthy numbers

Pittsburg State is setting records both
for the conferring of degrees and for
enrollment. In 2010, PSU granted 1,648
degrees, breaking a record set just the
year before. At the same time, fall 2010
headcount enrollment was 7,131, just
under the record of 7,277 set in 2009.

PSU officials said healthy enrollment
increases in several categories helped
offset the record numbers lost through
graduation.

“Headcount is off just a bit, but
we're teaching more credit hours than
ever before and setting records in
other categories,” said President Steve
Scott. “The university continues to
be on an upward trend of moderate,
managed growth,” Scott said. “We had
an increase of almost 8 percent in zero-
hour freshmen and a nearly 24 percent
increase in new graduate students. The
number of students from Missouri and
Oklahoma in the Gorilla Advantage
program also increased by about
5 percent.”

Dr. Bill Ivy, dean of enrollment
management and student success,
said that despite the small decrease in
headcount, the university was pleased
with the numbers and what they mean
for PSU’s future. He said a breakdown
of the fall numbers showed some very
positive signs for the university looking
ahead.

“This fall, there are 1,253 students
living in the residence halls,” Ivy said.
“That’s a 19 percent increase over last
year and the most in the university’s
history.”

Ivy said the number of veterans
on campus is also increasing, in part
because of the new GI Bill. In the fall,
205 veterans were enrolled at PSU, a
53 percent increase since 2008. Of
those, 87 are studying under the new
GI Bill.

The university is also looking to
northwest Arkansas as an important
area for growth in the future. In 2010,
the Kansas Board of Regents approved
the university’s request to add two
counties in northwest Arkansas to its
Gorilla Advantage program.



Kudos to good ol’ PSU

We all know why we love PSU, but
its always good to hear nice things
from others. In 2010, PSU was singled
out for praise by the Princeton Review,
U.S. News and World Report and by
G.I. Jobs.

The Princeton Review listed Pitt
State on its list of the best universities
in the Midwest. The Review quoted
students who liked PSU’s smaller size
“with a bigger university atmosphere,”
its affordability and professors who are
knowledgeable and are “always more
than willing to help” outside of class.

U.S. News and World Report
also took note of Pittsburg State,
including it in its annual report on
“Best Colleges 2011.” In the 12-state
Midwest area, which includes the
states of Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska,
North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa,
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan,
Iowa, Indiana and Ohio, PSU was
ranked 22nd among regional public
universities.

G.I. Jobs magazine, meanwhile,
included PSU on its list of Military
Friendly Schools for 2011. According
to the magazine, “the list honors the
top 15 percent of colleges, universities
and trade schools that are doing the
most to embrace America’s veterans
as students.” Criteria for making the
military friendly schools list included
the university’s efforts to recruit and
retain military and veteran students,
results in recruiting military and
veteran students and academic
accreditations.

PSU President Steve Scott and Kansas Board of Regents Chairman Gary Sherrer, center,
along with students and staff cut the ribbon to officially open Crimson Commons, PSU’s

newest student housing option.

Housing transformation

The major transformation of on-campus housing continued at a rapid pace
in 2010 with the completion of a complex featuring new style of housing for
students and the renovation of another of PSU’s existing residence halls.

Officials snipped yards of crimson ribbon in October to officially open Crimson
Commons, a 200-bed, $10-million apartment-style housing complex on Joplin
Street. It was the first new student housing constructed on campus since 1966.

The Crimson Commons dedication occurred just weeks after the university
celebrated a $1.2 million renovation of Trout Hall, which was opened in 1955.
Trout Hall houses 115 students and is the second of the university’s existing
residence halls to be renovated as part of a six-year program to upgrade all of the

university’s existing housing.

In the fall of 2010, a record 1,253 students lived in university residence halls.

Mapping the future

In 1917 a Kansas City architectural firm
sketched the university’s first master
plan. The Oval, framed by academic
buildings, remains today one of PSU’s
signature features. Another Kansas
City architectural firm began work in
recent months on a campus master
plan that could lay the foundation for
what the campus will look like even
into the next century.

“It’s pretty typical to look at a new
master plan every 10 years,” said Paul

Stewart, PSU’s director of facilities
planning. “It’s an opportunity to align
curriculum with facilities and the need
for space. It will be a broad vision.”

Representatives with the firm of
Gould Evans spent the fall semester
learning about the campus and
meeting with various groups about
campus needs, sustainability goals,
integrating curriculum into facilities
planning, and how the next 10 years of
master planning can improve learning
as well as student recruitment and
retention.

In October, the architects unveiled

(continued on pg. 6)

President Steve Scott, left, and Facilities
P|c1nning Director Paul Stewart, center, meet
with representatives of Gould-Evans early in the
master planning process.
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Mapping the future (from pg. 5)

drawings reflecting general concepts
that could form the foundation for a
new campus master plan. Stressing
that the drawings were representative
of concepts and should not be taken
literally, Architects Steve Clark and
Dennis Straight outlined five possible
ways the campus could develop over
the coming decade.

“We implore you to look at them
as sketches,” Clark said. “What we're
really looking for in terms of feedback
is which of these arrangements, which
of these patterns of buildings make
sense to you in a broad brush sort of
way.”

Clark said that the feedback the
company gets from the sketches
will help guide the team as it
advances toward its goal of a specific
recommendation.

“As we move toward focusing on
one, two or a hybrid of these, we’ll
start taking care of the details,” Clark
said.

Information on the master plan,
including timelines and concepts
may be found at www.pittstate.edu/
masterplan.

Dr. Mary Carol Pomatto, chairperson of the Department of Nursing, shares the good news
that the department has received accreditation for the maximum time allowed for its BSN
and MSN degree programs.

Nursing earns reaccreditation

Every year the standards seem to change and the bar gets higher, but PSU’s
Department of Nursing continues to meet and even exceed the requirements
for accreditation by the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education. In the
fall, the CCNE awarded PSU’s BSN and MSN degree programs accreditation
for 10 years, the maximum time period allowed.

“This was a real A-team effort for that kind of outcome to be achieved in

this kind of environment,” Mary Carol Pomatto, department chairperson,

said.

Pomatto noted that in her five years leading the department, the national
standards the department must meet have changed at least three times.

“The bar for accountability is constantly rising,” she said.

Pomatto said the accreditation team met with PSU nursing students,
members of the nursing program’s advisory board, representatives of the
hospitals where students receive clinical experience and others. In every
instance, Pomatto said, the evaluators came away impressed.

“These people were completely wowed by our students,” Pomatto said.
“They felt they (the students) represented well the future of nursing.”

For more information, contact the PSU Department of Nursing at 620-235-
4431 or visit their website at www.pittstate.edu/nursing/.

Kyrgyzstan students find home at Pittsburg State

When business professor Choong
Lee received his first international
education grant nine years ago, he
was soon making inroads in Central
Asian countries that might have
students interested in American study.
Those recruitment efforts paid off
this year when two students from the
country of Kyrgyzstan arrived at PSU,
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marking the first time the university
has ever welcomed degree-seeking
students from that country.
Cousins Adilet Saralinov and
Aiperi Imankolov arrived last fall after
making the two-day journey from
their home in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan,
which borders China and Kazakhstan.
Imankolov, who graduated from the
American University of Central Asia
in Bishkek, was eager for the
opportunity to study in the
United States. She and Saralinov
ar are both studying business and
finance at PSU.
“We like Pittsburg so much,”
said Imankolov.
“This is the best opportunity

I've ever had. It was scary at first to
be so far away from my parents and
family, but I'm glad to be here.”

Dr. Lee, who has been awarded
nearly $500,000 in grant money since
2002, said the positive reputation of
PSU is spreading in that part of the
world.

“That area has become more
critical than ever for world peace,
and the leaders there understand
that education is the key to
developing their country,” he said.
“There are a lot of families there
watching Adilet and Aiperi to
see how they do. I can see many
students in the future following
them here.”

Adilet Saralinov and Aiperi Imankolov



2011 Fine Arts Calendar

Art Department

Lecture and reception dates and times
to be announced. Contact sbhowman@
pittstate.edu or call 620-235-4305 for

more information

UNIVERSITY GALLERY
Porter Hall

February 4 — March 4, 2011

Visual Territory

National Juried Exhibit: Sherry Leedy, juror
Closing Reception: March 4; 6-9 p.m.

March 10 - April 7, 2011
Art Department Biannual Faculty Exhibit
Reception: March 11; 5-8 p.m.

April 11 - May 10, 2011
Michael Aurbach
Sculpture

Nashville, Tenn.
Lecture/Reception: TBA

HARRY KRUG GALLERY
Porter Hall

March 11- April 12, 2011
Collective Fusion:

A Salon Style Non-juried Exhibit
by PSU Faculty & Staff

Opening and Reception: March 11;
5-8 p.m.

PSU Theatre Productions

For ticket information on PSU Theatre

productions visit www.pittstate.edu/office/ :

tickets/or call 620-235-4716.

“The Water’s Edge”
March 3-5, 8 p.m., and March 6, 2 p.m.
PSU Studio Theatre

“Woman in Mind”
April 28-30, 8 p.m.,and May 1, 2 p.m.
PSU Studio Theatre

PALS/Theatre

Performing Arts and Lecture Series:
for ticket information and prices, go to
www.pittstate.edu/office/tickets/pals.
dot.

April 19

Tracy Silverman, violin

7 p.m., U-Club, Oveman Student Center
(tickets required)

Music Department

FEBRUARY
20 eiiceeeeeenennene PSU/SEK Symphony
3 p.m., Memorial Auditorium,
(tickets required)

28 . University Band Concert

7:30 p.m., Overman Student Center
MARCH

4..iiiinnnns PSU Jazz Festival Concert

United States Army Jazz Ambassadors
7:30 p.m., Memorial Auditorium,

from TheOval

APRIL
7 coveiiinnnnnennns PSU Chamber Orchestra
7:30 p.m., McCray Hall
8&10..cceeeeenenns PSU Opera Workshop

7:30 p.m. April 8, and
3 p.m. April 10, McCray Hall

12 . PSU Band Concert
7:30 p.m., Memorial Auditorium

18 .....Waddill Chamber Music Concert
7:30 p.m., McCray Hall

25 e University Band Concert
7:30 p.m., Overman Student Center
26 eeenereeeenieieieiinns PSU Jazz Ensembles
7:30 p.m., Memorial Auditorium

MAY
1o PSU Oratorio Concert

3 p.m., First United Methodist Church,
415 N. Pine, Pittsburg

5.t Four-State Band Festival Concert
7 p.m., Memorial Auditorium

SOLO & CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES
All performances begin at 7:30 p.m.

in McCray Hall. Tickets are available

(tickets required)
at the door and by calling the

B eerererreereernnnnnneeeeeeeeeeneenne PSU Choir PSU Ticket Office at 620-235-4796.
3 p.m., McCray Hall
10 iiicceeecneeecnenn PSU Chamber Winds March 11..... Adam Holzman, guitar

7:30 p.m., Memorial Auditorium Aprill........ Chatham Baroque

Jump start for the arts

Although President Steve Scott was one of the first to caution that “there’s
still a lot of work to do,” advocates for the construction of a fine and
performing arts building on campus were encouraged in August when the
university took the step of hiring an architectural firm to begin planning for
the new facility.

Representatives from ACI/Frangkiser Hutchens, Inc., an architectural firm
with offices in Leawood, Kan.; Kansas City, Mo.; and St. Louis, Mo., began
meeting with various groups on campus in the fall to begin the complicated
process of matching hopes and dreams with programs and resources.

The construction of a fine and performing arts building has been
discussed almost from the day old Carney Hall was vacated in 1978. In
his opening remarks to faculty in August, the president listed the fine and
performing arts building as one area of strategic focus for the coming year.

“I want to energize the campus (around this project),” President Scott
said. “Hiring an architect is a huge step forward.”

The dream got a jump start in recent years with a $10 million anonymous
pledge. The university now has $6 million of that pledge in hand, Scott
said, and it is time to make the dream a little less abstract so additional
funding can be pursued.

Spring 2011 PITT STATE
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PSU Homecoming is just around the corner!
Visit the Pitt State website, www.pittstate.edu
What's that for a schedule of upcoming activites.

funny looking box2
e o] October 10-15

#tt  HomecomingZ011

Selected stories in this edition of the
Pitt State Magazine have been enhanced
to include a new feature called a

QR (Quick Response) Code. This

small, square image is a type of two-
dimensional barcode that allows us to
share additional photos, video, audio,
and other story content with you.

HOW TO USE QR CODES

In order to scan a QR code, you will need a
device like a smartphone with a camera and QR
code reader installed (some phones may come
with this feature). Below are some instructions
for getting a reader for Android based phones
and iPhones. If your mobile device uses a
different operating system, you may still be able
to install a QR code reader — just consult your
phone’s documentation.

Installation on Android

1. Open the “Market” from your home screen.

2. Press the search button on the Android
keyboard and search for “zxing.”

3. Select the application named “Barcode
Scanner.”

4. Press the Install button.
If you are prompted to provide elevated
access o your device, press the OK button
to confirm.

Installation on iPhone

1. Open the “App Store” from your home
screen.

2. Select the “Search” option at the bottom
of the screen.

3. Search for “QR AT&T".

4. Touch the application named “AT&T Code
Scanner.”

5. Touch the “Free” icon at the top of the
screen. It will change to an “Install” icon.

6. Touch the “Install” icon that just appeared.

7. Enter your iTunes password if prompted.

Once your application is downloaded and
installed, the scanner can be launched by
selecting it from your device’s home screen. After
it has opened, simply point your phone at the
QR code on the page, and the application will
give you options as to what you'd like to do.

8 PITT STATE Spring 2011




College of Education
online offerings grow

The demand for online courses and
programs, particularly at the master’s
degree level, has never been higher
and the College of Education is
working to expand its online options.

Students generally cite convenience
and the cost of travel when they
choose online courses,” said
Dr. Howard Smith, dean of the
College of Education. “That’s a
special concern for students
interested in a master’s degree or
additional certification. Many of those
students are employed full-time and
are often balancing the demands of
work and families.”

In recent years, the demand for
an online educational leadership
master’s program in the Kansas City
metro area has grown significantly.
The challenge was developing an
instructional program that met the
students’ desires for an online option
without losing a personal, face-to-
face component that faculty believe is
important for this degree.

Their solution was an online
program that includes two or three
Saturday “executive learning sessions”
at the university’s KC Metro Center in
Lenexa, Kan.

“The focus of these face-to-face
executive learning sessions is to
provide the aspiring educational
leader with the skills necessary to
lead an organization composed of all
stakeholders toward the attainment
of a shared vision,” said Ed Streich,
instructor in Special Services and
Leadership Studies.

In these Saturday sessions,
students learn from veteran,
educational leaders who have served
as administrators in Kansas and in
Missouri.

“This is a good example of thinking
creatively to both meet the needs of
students while also maintaining the
high quality that PSU’s educational
programs are known for,” said
Chris Christman, chairman of the
Department of SSLS.

Meanwhile, the online ESOL
(English for Speakers of Other
Languages) program continues to be a
popular choice for teachers in Kansas,
Nebraska and even overseas and the
online master’s degree in reading has
a waiting list.

“Public School age children in
Kansas speak more than 100 different
languages and dialects,” said Alice
Sagehorn, acting chairperson for
initial programs. “The ESOL program
was designed for classroom teachers
and school administrators who
want to implement best practices of
teaching and assessment for English
language learners in their classrooms.
Teachers who have English language
learners already in their classroom,
administrators who have or who are
planning to have ESOL students, and
graduates who are looking for a job all
benefit from this program.”

— from TheOval

Sagehorn said teachers may take
one or two courses a semester,
depending on how quickly they wish
to complete the program.

An online master’s degree program
in reading has also proved to be
immensely popular, according to
Dr. Susan Knell. Students in the
program may choose from an option
designed for classroom teachers
who want to become better teachers
of reading for their students and a
second option that prepares them
to be literacy coaches or reading
specialists.

Knell said the program evolved into
an online offering because of student
demands.

“Once we went totally online, our
numbers really skyrocketed,” Knell
said. “I have gotten several positive
comments from our graduate students
about the program, especially the
incorporation of recording through
Tegrity. My students have said that the
recordings make them feel like theyre
in class with me.”

“Some courses are very good
matches for online instruction. Some
aren’t. And some may be great
candidates for a blended or hybrid
approach,” said Smith. “Our goal is to
provide the highest quality instruction
in the manner that best suits the
needs of each student. That’s a
constantly changing target that we are
always focusing on.”

Finding Gus Gorilla

This past year marked the 45th anniversary of the 1965
Gus Gorilla created by Lawrence Wooster. The statue
was later cast in bronze and currently stands south

of the Jack H. Overman Student Center.

Find the 1965 Gorilla hidden in this issue of the Pitt State Magazine and
enter to win four (4) sky box tickets to the Gorilla’s Football home opener on

September 3rd.

Send an email to psumag@pittstate.edu to submit your entry for our Hidden
Gorilla Contest. Please include your first and last name as well as the page
number and location you found the hidden gorilla. Please only one entry per

person. Good luck!

**Entries must be received by May 13, 2011. The winner will be contacted by
May 27, 2011 and announced in the next issue of the Pitt State Magazine.
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9



Employers, students, and alumni
Find the perfect employee... or find the perfect job!

= GORILLASZLHIRE

Search resumés « Schedule on-campus interviews
Manage and track resumés « Save job searches
Search job listings and employers
Receive notification of upcoming career fairs, events, and workshops

Pittsburg State University Career Services
620-235-4140 www.pittstate.edu/office/careers

The Best Plate
in the State!

* ANYONE with a Kansas tag can get a gorilla plate.
* You can SWITCH your plates any time of year.
* ANY gift of $30 or more to any area at PSU qualifies you for a plate.
* If you have DONATED at least $30 to PSU within the past year, you may already qualify.

PSU Alumni and Constituent Relations

620-235-4758 or 877-PSU-ALUM - www.pittstate.edu/alumni

MISSOURI |12

B GOPITT | Somng o, Yassour™

MONTH

Pittsburg State Un
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Where ia (he

World is Gus?’

Gorillas in Switzerland

Tracy Naumann, a senior elementary education/middle school math
student, shows her Gorilla pride in Baden, Switzerland, during the
summer of 2009. Tracy and her mother, Mary, traveled to visit their
former exchange student, Anouk Andres, and her family. They attended
Anouk’s high school graduation and traveled throughout Switzerland
and Germany.

On the Equator

Jim Daunheimer (BS '64)
and his wife, Jann, stand on
opposite sides of the equator
during their trip to Ecuador
last August. Jim wrote that
they traveled down the
Andes from Quito to Cuenca,
back to the Mindo Cloud
Forest, and into the Amazon
Basin. The Daunheimers live
in Tucson, Ariz.

In Rio!

Michelle (Wooderson) DeGiusti (BA ‘04) sends us this photo
from the top of Sugar Loaf Mountain in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
Michelle writes that her job with National Oilwell Varco takes
her all over the U.S. and the world to recruit college graduates
for her company. In 2010, she traveled to Brazil twice and also
to Moscow and Dubai.

We would like to know what interesting places Gus has visited.
E-mail your photo and a brief story to psumag@pittstate.edu

Gorilla on wheels

Brian Sharp, Construction Management 2000, wears D.C. Gor!”qs . , o ) ,

his Gorilla pride on his leg when he rides his bicycle in Mark (BBA ‘04) Juliana Hudson (BBA ‘04) visited George Washington'’s
California. Brian has lived in California for seven years and home, Mount Vernon, on a recent trip to Washington, D.C. They also visited
is the project manager for UCLA's new life sciences building. many of the famous monuments and memorials along with two of the

Smithsonian museums in downtown Washington, D.C.

Spring 2011 PITT STATE
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Brian and Amber Moorman
reached out to Taylor Speth
when he was fighting cancer
almost a decade ago. That first
meeting led to the establishment
of a foundation that has helped
many children with cancer and
it was the beginning of a lasting
friendship that includes Taylor;
Brian and Amber and their

new son, Cooper; and Taylor's

parents, Bruce and Debbie Speth.
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SOME THINGS JUST SEEM DESTINED TO HAPPEN.

Brian Moorman met Taylor Speth when Taylor was just six years old and
in the midst of chemotherapy for a brain tumor. Neither of them knew it that
day, but it was a meeting that would change not only their lives, but the lives
of many others.

In 2001, Brian and his wife, Amber, moved to Buffalo, N.Y., where
Brian had joined the Buffalo Bills as a free agent. One of the first things the
young transplants from Kansas sought to do was to become involved in the
community.

“We both had been involved in the community at home,” Brian said,
“And we always enjoyed being involved with kids.”

An official with the Bills steered them toward the Roswell Park Cancer
Center.

Taylor met Brian in November at a holiday card party for pediatric cancer
patients at the Bills practice facility.



“My parents wanted to take a tour of

the locker room,” Taylor recalled.

“I wasn’t too thrilled about it, but I

went and Brian was the tour guide. My
parents started talking with him. I talked
with him a little bit, but not too much.

It was more my parents. Afterward, he
came over and sat down with me and we
started painting together and talking.”

Something clicked between the two
of them.

“I just hit it off with him,” Brian said.

It was the same for Taylor.

“We had a lot to talk about,” Taylor
said. “We really did enjoy talking to each
other.”

Today, Taylor Speth is a cheerful
high school sophomore with dreams of a
career (he’s thinking maybe architecture)
and life after school. For Taylor, the
chemotherapy ended long ago, but the
friendship that began that day just seems
to get stronger every year.

Brian recalls that meeting as the first
step in a process that led to a major effort
to help young cancer patients and their
families.

“We started going up as much as we
could and being with the kids,” Brian
said.

Soon, Brian and Amber decided that
they wanted to do more than just visit the
kids. In 2004, they founded the PU.N.T
Foundation to serve both the pediatric
cancer patients and their families with
programs and events designed to help
them in their shared battle with the
disease.

'The foundation sponsors a number
of programs, including Brian’s Locker,
which includes games, books and
activities for the patients and gift cards
for groceries, gas and phone services
for the families. At Brian’s Game Day,
patients and their families sit in a private
suite for a Bills home game, and the
Helping Hands program offers families
financial support for their daily living
expenses.

“A lot of folks are involved in

research,” Amber said, “and that’s very
important. “What we try to do is provide
emotional and financial support for the
children and their families. We try to
take their minds off of it a little bit.”

The Moormans said their focus
on helping families was born out of
admiration for the families they met.

“You meet these families and
you think about them all the time,”
Moorman said. “The parents are so
positive. You just wonder how they do it.”

Amber, who gave birth to the
Moormans’ first child, Cooper, in
2010, said being a new mother has only
increased her admiration for the parents
she sees.

“Now I can put myself in their shoes,”
Amber said. “The parents are amazing.”

Kristen Fix, a social worker at Roswell
Park, said the Moormans and their
P.U.N.T. Foundation have helped many
young patients and their families.

“What Brian and Amber have done
for our families, by extending themselves
to our kids here and establishing this
foundation, is immeasurable. The smiles
that a visit from Brian and Amber elicits
are priceless,” Fix said.

“The simple things that many
people don’t even think about, like gas
money and groceries, become of huge
importance to these families—even those
middle and upper class families who
many think should be able to manage
just fine—most people do not budget for
something like this to happen to their
family. The look of relief and appreciation
on a parent’s face when you hand them a
gift card from the PU.N.T. foundation is
one I never forget. It is these small things
that mean the world to these families.”

Taylor’s parents, Bruce and Debbie
Speth, say the greatest gift Brian and
Amber Moorman have given their family
is friendship.

“Brian and Amber have fostered a
relationship with us as a family and

provided all of us with emotional

(see Perfect Match, pg. 14)

Brian Moorman
+ One of the best punters in the NFL

 Two-time Pro Bowler

* Walter Payton Man of the Year
Award for excellent play on the field
and contributions to the community

o Roswell Park Cancer Institute’s
Hero Award

« Pro Football Weekly Arthur S. Arkush
Humanitarian of the Year Award

« Sporting News “Good Guys”
selection
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Perfect Match (fiom pg. 13)
support over the years,” Bruce Speth
said. “Whenever we visit with them,
they bolster Taylor’s spirit and make him
and us feel special. Brian puts a smile on
Taylor’s face and always takes an interest
in his wellbeing and what is going on
in his life. Brian has used his gift of
athletics to help kids, make them feel
better and make their families feel better.
We hope that our son, Taylor, will be like
that someday.”

Taylor said that all the work Brian
and Amber have done for young cancer

patients and their families has been

important, but what he values most is
their friendship.

“I think out of all the things Brian’s
helped me with and given me,” Taylor
said, “the best thing is just to be there, to
be able to talk to them. I just think that’s
a great thing that he does.”

Comments like that seem to embarrass
Brian and Amber just a bit.

“What we're doing is small compared
to what they’re going through,” Brian
said.

Brian said he and Amber get back

every bit as much or maybe even more

than they give from their relationships
with Taylor and the other youngsters
they’ve come to know.

“There are days when we've have a bad
day and maybe it would be easier not to
go (to the cancer center). But afterward,
we look at each other and say, T'm so glad
we came today.’ I find myself asking, ‘Did
I help them, or did they help me?”

For more on Brian and Amber
Moorman’s P.U.N.T. Foundation and the
programs it sponsors, visit

WWW.brianmoorman.org °

how many more
students could
receive a quality
education if each
of us remembered
Pittsburg State
University in our
will, trust or other

estate plans.

For more information on

“Building Your Legacy,”

visit www.pittstate.edu/legacy

or contact Shawn Naccarato
directly at 620-235-4863 or

snaccara@pittstate.edu.




Opportunity
of a lifetime

THOUSANDS WILL VISIT PSU
this May when the university hosts the
2011 Baja SAE Kansas competition,
the first international Baja challenge to
return to the state in a decade.
Approximately 100 teams—including
24 teams from eight other countries—
will compete in the engineering design
competition, which will be held May
26-29 on the PSU campus. Portions
of the competition will be held at the
Kansas Technology Center, while
events such as the four-hour endurance
race will be held on PSU property
located east of Rouse Street near the
Student Recreation Center and the
Kansas Polymer Research Center.
Selected as one of three locations
in the United States to host Baja
competitions this year (other sites
include Birmingham, Ala., and Peoria,
I11.), PSU automotive technology
professor Trent Lindbloom said College
of Technology faculty and staft have
been busy preparing for the event
since last summer. PSU’s centralized
location, strong involvement with SAE,

and available resources made the
university an attractive option for the
event, which was last held in the state
at Kansas State University in the late
1990s.

“We could not be more thrilled
that we were selected,” said Lindbloom,
who was a founding member of PSU’s
first Baja team 20 years ago. “We are
using this competition as an educational
experience for students from every
department.”

With hundreds of students and
faculty involved in the competition,
there has been much work to get done.
Construction students helped design
the courses, build an access road to the
property, and perform surveying and
topography of the property. They've also
been clearing land, building and testing
the tracks, and maintaining the rugged
course for the four-day competition.

Graphics and Imaging students are
creating banners, apparel, and signage
for the event. Automotive students
have been busy fundraising for and
building PSU’s competing Baja vehicles.

Along with students from engineering
technology, as well as technology and
workforce learning, they will also serve
as event volunteers.

College of Technology Dean Bruce
Dallman said he’s ecstatic about
an event that will provide such an
incredible opportunity to showcase the
College of Technology, university, and
community.

“We have a longstanding tradition
of involvement with our competitors,
so to be able to have this event here is
wonderful,” he said. “We are so excited
for this event to take place.” «

Top: The PSU SAE Baja team shows their U.S.
pride during a competition in South Korea.
The PSU team took second in the South Korean
competition in 2006 and first in 2007.

Below: Tim Dell, chairman of automotive
technology, speaks at the announcement that
PSU had been chosen to host the 2011 Baja
SAE Kansas competition.
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There’s a reason so many people call Kansas home.
From our thriving communities to our progressive job
opportunities, we make it easy to love life. Discover
for yourself at ThinkKansas.com/psu, an innovative
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From baseball
to keyboards

SENIOR TAYLOR SIBALA is the starting second
baseman on the Gorillas baseball team. He’s also a
member of the Honors College, majoring in mechanical
engineering technology. He’s highly involved in the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, where he serves on
the outreach/worship team. Taylor sings in a band and
plays guitar and piano. And in 2010, he was picked
Homecoming King.

It’s a full slate of activities that would test just about
any student, but Taylor seems relaxed and says he’s
enjoying his Pitt State experience to the fullest.

“It’s been a great fit,” Taylor said of his choice to come
to PSU.

He said he likes the tradition he feels on campus and
the small classes.

“I'love the fact that my professors know my name.
That one thing says so much about Pitt State,” Taylor
said.

He even has high praise for life in the residence halls.

“It’s really a cool experience to live in the dorms,”
Sibala said. “It was one of my favorite years at Pitt
State.”

'The key, he said, is getting out of your comfort zone.

“Get to know people. Get out of your shell and start
meeting people,” he said. “Especially in the dorms,
when you start meeting all these people, this carries over
through the next three years of your career at Pitt State.”

Now, with his senior year coming to a close, Sibala is
thinking ahead. He’s looking forward to his last season
of baseball on a team well stocked with both senior
leadership and enthusiastic freshmen. He’s thinking
about going to work for the Kansas City firm where he
interned or possibly getting a master’s degree.

Wherever his path leads, Sibala said he will look back
on the past four years fondly.

“I've been fortunate to meet a lot of great people while
I've been here,” Taylor said. “It’s a great campus and a
great community.” «

Taylor Sibala is a model for student involvement. Academics,
sports, music and campus activities all combine to make life at
PSU special for this enthusiastic senior.

Profiles
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Medical mission
touches doctors-to-be

SEEING HEALTHCARE FIRST-HAND in the
remote regions of a developing nation can have a lasting
impact on a young pre-med student. Just ask the PSU
students who participated in a study-abroad service
project in Belize in 2010, who say they won’t soon forget
their experience.

The PSU projects target remote villages in which
residents may not see a healthcare worker during the
year. A previous trip went to parts of Peru, but in 2010,
the students headed to Belize.

There, the residents waited patiently in seemingly
endless lines with ailments ranging from the simple
and mundane to serious, long-term maladies such as
tuberculosis and painful orthopedic problems.

“(It was) unlike anything I have seen before,” pre-
med student Zach Krumsick said of the town. “The
houses typically had one room, and everyone slept on
a hammock that hangs from the center.”

Neil Bryan, a former PSU pre-med student who
is now in medical school at the University of Kansas,
participated in a trip to Peru. Bryan said one of the
things that students learn on the trips is how sometimes
simple and often inexpensive treatment can have a big
effect.

“Although such trips are certainly not ideal for
managing chronic conditions, many problems can
be dealt with effectively,” Bryan said. “Giving young
women pre-natal vitamins is an example. (This is) a
short-term, low-cost involvement that can prevent life-
long birth defects.”

Nicole Wilt, a PSU senior who also took part in the
Peru trip, said the students spent much of their time in
Belize on medical education.

“For the kids, we focused on how to brush teeth,
wash hands, use latrines, etc.,” Wilt said. “For the
adults, we focused more on good nutrition and exercise,

Courtney Schippers, a senior from Overland Park, Kan., demonstrates
the workings of a stethoscope for a youngster during a study-abroad
service project in Belize.

how to prevent and/or deal with diabetes, and hypertension
and hyperlipidemia.”

Although dealing with diseases and foreign travel were
important parts of the trip, the students said, they were
affected in deeper ways and they left Belize with vivid
memories of specific patients in their heads.

“Sometimes the lines of patients never seemed to die down,
and it was amazing to me how the people just wanted to be
touched by the doctor,” said Krumsick.
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Veteran teacher grows
through international
experience

EVEN AFTER TEACHING FOR 31 YEARS and
being honored twice with PSU’s Outstanding Faculty
Award, Dr. Becky Brannock says she is a better teacher
today because of an international experience she had in
2009.

“I'm not the same person I was when I left,” she said.
“Being able to travel and see things like that was life-
changing. I cherished every single day,” said Bra