British Literature: Core List
1. Beowulf, “Deor,” “The Dream of the Rood,” “The Wanderer”
2. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

3. Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales: “The General Prologue,” “The Miller’s Prologue and Tale,” “The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale,” “The Clerk’s Tale,” “The Franklin’s Tale,” “The Pardoner’s Prologue & Tale,” “The Nun’s Priest’s Tale” (may be read in translation)
4. Sidney, An Apology for Poetry
5. Shakespeare, Hamlet
6. Shakespeare, MacBeth
7. Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice
8. Milton, Paradise Lost (Books 1, 2, 4, & 9)
9. Pope, The Rape of the Lock
10. Fielding, Joseph Andrews
11. Austen, Pride and Prejudice
12. Wordsworth, “Preface” to Lyrical Ballads, “Lines Written a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey,” “Intimations of Immortality,” The Prelude (Books 1, 9, 10, 13, & 14)
13. Bronte, Wuthering Heights
14. Dickens, Little Dorrit
15. Tennyson, In Memoriam 

16. Joyce, Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
17. Woolf, To the Lighthouse
18. Stoppard, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead
19. WWI, Yeats, and Auden bundle: Brooke, “The Soldier”; Owen, “Dulce et decorum est,” “Anthem for Doomed Youth”; Sassoon, “Glory of Women,” “Repression of War Experience,” “They”; Rosenberg, “Break of Day in the Trenches”; “; Graves, “The Next War”; Yeats, “The Wild Swans at Coole,” “The Second Coming,” “Sailing to Byzantium,” “Byzantium,” “Easter 1916,” “Leda and the Swan,” “The Lake Isle of Innisfree,” “An Irish Airman Foresees His Death,” “Under Ben Bulben,” ; Auden, “In Memory of WB Yeats,” “The Shield of Achilles,” “Musee des beaux arts,” “September 1, 1939,” “In Memory of Sigmund Freud,” “Ode to Terminus”
20. Smith, White Teeth
