BUSINESS HIGHLIGHTS

A model that works
Aberdeen, South Dakota, and Pittsburg were largely unfamiliar with each other until a delegation of city officials, business leaders, and educators visited after a 12-hour bus ride. The group met with Pittsburg counterparts to learn about the city’s development over the past decade. Aberdeen, with a population of about 30,000, is home to Northern State University. Like Pittsburg State, it began as a normal school and is a key economic driver. Both cities serve as regional hubs and draw business from surrounding areas. Aberdeen has a higher median household income and lower poverty rate than Pittsburg, but both face similar housing and economic development challenges. A key difference is the relationship between the city and the university. Aberdeen leaders said stronger integration is needed, while Pittsburg has developed this connection. Visitors noted Pittsburg’s ability to combine funding sources and align city and university goals to support development. The visit highlighted the importance of a strong partnership between a university and its community, which contributes to Pittsburg’s growth and success.
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Leaders celebrate a construction mile stone
Officials gathered at Pittsburg State University to mark progress on a new Kansas Bureau of Investigation (KBI) crime lab and training center. A steel beam signing highlighted collaboration between state, federal, local, and university partners. The 51,100-square-foot facility will bring together KBI agents, forensic chemists, and multiple law enforcement agencies. It will also include training spaces and connect university students with real-world law enforcement work. The project has received $40 million from the state, $2 million from the university, and $8 million in federal grants. Leaders emphasized that the facility will improve public safety and support regional economic growth in southeast Kansas.
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The Pitt featured on America’s Best Restaurants
America’s Best Restaurants, a YouTube roadshow, visited The Pitt in Pittsburg to feature the local bar and grill. Host J Russell sampled popular items like the Pitts burger, wings, and nachos. The restaurant was nominated by a regular customer who described it as a central gathering place for the community and Pittsburg State University spirit. Russell noted The Pitt stood out for its wide menu variety, including vegetarian options. He was also impressed by the strong community turnout during filming and the welcoming atmosphere, saying the experience, not just the food, is what makes a restaurant stand out.
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Persistence Pays 
Junior Ramirez spoke at a Pittsburg City Commission meeting in July 2025 to advocate for a soccer complex, emphasizing the need for a safe place for the community. Community members later met with Parks and Recreation Director Toby Book to discuss funding, land, and design, though progress was limited by available space. They also noted money was being spent outside Pittsburg as teams traveled to Joplin. After nearly a year, the city approved the purchase of 23.7 acres for a new soccer complex. The future Mercy Park will include three full-sized soccer fields, a lake, walking trails, parking, and amenities, with plans to open in 2027. The project aims to provide recreation, strengthen community connections, and support local economic activity.
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Tours showcase Kelce College of Business, Besse Hotel 
Progress continues on the “Gorilla Rising” project, with completion expected before the Fall 2026 semester and ribbon cuttings planned for the week of Aug. 11, 2026. The new Kelce College of Business replaces a 70-year-old building serving about 1,000 students each semester. The facility will include a 150-seat flexible classroom, team and seminar rooms, an electronic classroom, cafeteria, offices, gathering spaces, and more than 150 parking spaces. The Besse Hotel renovation involves about 70 workers restoring the 100-year-old building. The first floor will house the Small Business Development Center, along with the Department of Commerce, Center for READing, and ConnectED programs. Upper floors will include student housing with 60 beds across 57 apartments, adding to downtown capacity alongside Block22’s 96 beds.
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Looby opens cigar shop and lounge 
Dave Looby opened Pittsburg Cigar Company at 210 S. Broadway Street after retiring as executive director of Explore Crawford County. The shop includes lounge seating, ventilation, and a walk-in humidor with 20 to 25 cigar brands. It offers humidors, lighters, and an “Executive Gorilla Club” membership with a humidor locker, store credit, and discounts, along with an outdoor lounge with heaters. Hours are 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday.
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Retail sales up 4.8% in 2025 
Local retailers had strong performance in 2025 with sales reaching $726 million, a 4.8 percent increase from 2024. The retail sector employs nearly 4,500 people with $145 million in payroll and $24 million in taxes, accounting for 13.6 percent of the local GDP. Food and beverage led sales at $132 million, followed by auto parts at $128.5 million, general merchandise at $128.2 million, restaurants at $90 million, and gas stations at $84 million. New retailers such as Ulta, Rack Room Shoes, Five Below, IHOP, and Pittsburg Nail Spa opened in 2025. Retail space is also steady, with rental rates averaging $6.50 for small spaces, $15.00 for mid-size, and $16.50 for large spaces. Tourism brought in $99.9 million in 2024 and supported 1,083 jobs, generating $35.9 million in income and $10.1 million in taxes. The lodging industry earned $10.6 million in 2025. Job openings remain strong with 279 positions listed as of December 2025, and 34.1 percent of the workforce has some college or an associate degree. Construction and housing also grew, with 72 commercial permits totaling $34.7 million and 131 residential permits worth $27.4 million. The area remains affordable at 81.7 percent of the national average, with costs below average for housing, health care, transportation, and more.
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