
Electronic Thesis Copyright Agreement 
 
 
Pittsburg State University acknowledges and upholds federal and state copyright laws.  Copyright 
protections exist for documents and information distributed and shared via the Internet.  Pittsburg 
State University accepts the copyright guidelines outlined in the Digital Millennium Copyright Act.  
Pittsburg State University is an “online service provider” to the campus community and takes these 
responsibilities seriously.  Pittsburg State University’s students, faculty and staff must adhere to 
ethical copyright practices. 
 
Copyright privileges now vest immediately upon creating your work, without the requirement of 
notice or registration.  However, you should still include a copyright notice on your thesis.    For 
example, [©2012 by Jane Student.  All rights reserved.]  The notice should appear in a 
conspicuous location, customarily just after the title page. 
 
Copyright registration is optional, but still recommended.  It establishes a public record of your 
thesis and your copyright.  In the U. S., registration is required before you can file an infringement 
lawsuit.  Registration also allows you to be awarded damages and attorney fees in an infringement 
action.  Generally, you must have registered before the infringement occurs to have these benefits.  
Because of the availability of content on the open web via institutional repositories, digital 
collections, and other avenues, registering for U. S. copyright can be a significant benefit for the 
protection of your work.  For further information see information in Title 17, Section 504 of the 
U. S. Code.   
 
 
Student Approval to Include Work in Pittsburg State University Digital Library 
 
I, ____________________________, hereby grant to Pittsburg State University and to its agents 
the non-exclusive license to archive and make accessible my thesis in whole or in part in all forms 
of media now or hereafter known under the following provisions. 
_____  Full and immediate access. 
_____  Restricted access for a period of _____ (1) one year or _____ (2) two years. 
_____  Permanent or restricted access for a period of _____ years granted by Graduate Dean. 
 
I retain all other ownership rights to the copyright of my thesis.  I also retain the right to use in 
future works all or part of this thesis.  In addition, I hereby certify that if appropriate, I have 
obtained written permission from the owner(s) of third party copyrighted material included in my 
thesis.   
 
____________________________________ 
Signature 
 
____________________________________ 
Date 
 
 
 
 

 


