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Measuring 
success 
in FCS
by Duane Whitbeck

Numbers are but one 
measure upon which to 
determine success. Success is a 
progressive realization of a goal 
that has been “appropriately” set. 
After setting the goal the process 
then involves implementing 
steps to achieve that goal over 
a period of time and through 
realistic stages. In our way of 
thinking, success is a process 
that has both a quantitative 
dimension and a qualitative 
dimension. Behind each of 
the above student enrollment 
numbers is the experience 
of an individual, and of the 
program itself in which the 
individual was involved. While 
program growth represents 
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the numbers
• current majors: �77 

• students graduated over the 
past two years: 77 

• students obtaining internships 
in the past year: 39 

• students that attended a 
conference or a study trip in 
05-06: 52 

Phi U News
Sarah Green, Phi U 

Eta Chapter President, 
attended National 
Conclave in Grapevine, 
Texas, in September. 
This was an inspiring 
event with outstanding 
speakers, including 
Susan Steinbrecher 
who addressed “Heart 
Centered Leadership” 
and Kitty Harris 
who spoke on the 
topic of “Critical 
Solutions for Today.” 
Additionally, there 
were training sessions 
for chapter presidents 
and advisors, and 17 
smaller workshops. 
Sarah was accompanied 
by Duane Whitbeck, 
Advisor for Eta 
Chapter, and Lynette 
Olson, representing 
Eta Chapter Alumni. 
Phi U Alumni are 
encouraged to check 
the alumni Web page at 
www.pittstate.edu/fcs/
PhiUAlumni.html and 
the Phi U page at www.
pittstate.edu/fcs/phiu.
html.

Above: Three FCS students attended the 96th Annual AAFCS conference 
in Charlotte, N.C. in June. Pictured (l to r) Lexie Kerr, Alison Kiser, and Goldie 
Prelogar. The focus was “surviving in threatening times.”

the quantitative dimension 
of our department’s success, 
qualitative indicators of our 
success arise as students grow 
and shine as leaders.

This year we are in the 
process of doing a program 
review for the Board of 
Regents. As part of this 
we look at alumni surveys, 
graduate surveys, current 
student surveys, employer 
input, advisory board input, 
statistics about enrollment 
and numbers of students in 
each area, and the number 
that have graduated. It is a 
complex process that lets us 

know where we stand relative 
to our departmental goals and 
desired identity. Perhaps most 
importantly of all, the process 
illuminates how committed 
to and involved we are in 
our programs every day. We 
continue to broaden our impact 
on students’ lives, and they in 
turn will have a greater impact 
on society.

One of the areas in Family 
and Consumer Sciences that has 
seen significant growth over the 
past few years is our Individual 
and Family Management 
program. This program was 
established as a way to allow 

students who wanted a broad 
background in FCS to structure 
their own program of study in 
consultation with their advisor 
to meet individual goals. The 
area started in 2002 with one 
student and it grew to five 
in 2005, and to 14 students 
this semester. As a result of 
this trend, two questions we 
will seek to answer are: 1) 
what attracts students to a 
particular major, and 2) what 
their experiences in the broader 
department are. We invite you 
to visit the Web page, www.
pittstate.edu/fac/iafm.html to 
learn more.
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Measuring success 
in teacher education 
by Cris Elliott

Measuring Success in FACS 
Teacher Education is one of the top 
priorities of the program. Since the 
1990s there has been a significant 
push to hold schools accountable 
for student progress, and to hold 
students accountable for meeting 
specified state standards. The 
state of Kansas has developed 
educational standards at both 
secondary and post secondary levels 
that students must meet. They have 
also developed or are developing 
tests matched to the standards. 
For example, there are five 
comprehensive content standards 
for Family and Consumer Sciences teacher 
licensure that our students must meet 
in order for them to graduate and teach 
FACS. By law, we are required to assess 
each student and report annually on the 
performance and progress.

 Assessment is achieved in several 
ways. First, students in all areas of teacher 
education must pass a basic skills test 
their sophomore year. This test covers 
the areas of math, reading, and writing. 
After successfully passing this test students 
may apply to be accepted into the PSU 
College of Education. Again, there are 
certain criteria that must have been 
achieved in order to be accepted, such as 
GPA requirements, successful completion 
of specific course work, and positive 
recommendations by four faculty. 

By the time students are accepted into 
the College of Education, one might feel 
a sigh of relief and think they are finished 
with the majority of these evaluations and 
assessments, but not true. Additionally, 
students are required to exceed minimum 
GPA standards within their major and in 
specific classes. For example, students must 
earn an A or B in Educational Psychology. 
Completers must also take the Principles 
of Learning Test and a KSDE Content Test 
for Family & Consumer Sciences. Data 

Below: Fawn Mace Plummer, FCS Teacher Education, 
displays a learning unit she designed which focuses 
on healthy foods and nutrition labeling. Course 
projects like this one are useful measures of student 
learning because they demonstrate successful 
applications of course information.

is collected on these assessments and used 
to evaluate the overall program and make 
changes where needed. 

All teacher education programs at PSU 
are accredited by the National Council 
for Accreditation of Teacher Education 
(NCATE). NCATE was founded in 1954 
as an independent accrediting body and is 
the profession’s mechanism to help establish 
high quality teacher preparation. NCATE is 
yet another quality assurance program that 
PSU has in place to make sure we educate 
competent, caring, and committed teachers. 

“Measuring Success” in FACS 
education at PSU is a multi-faceted and 
well established system. We believe our 
system is accountable for providing top-
notch teacher candidates. The ultimate 
measure of success is exemplified through 
observing our graduates in the field. They 
can be seen in classrooms where they are 
providing interactive, content-driven 
classes, attending professional conferences, 
escorting students to FCCLA leadership 
workshops, and in graduate-level classrooms 
where they are continuing their education. 
In the 2005-06 academic year, FACS 
education had 11 completers. All of these 
graduates are now in classrooms in Kansas, 
Missouri and Las Vegas, Nev. Now that is a 
true measure of success. 

New faculty join FCS
Joining us this 

year as the new 
lead teacher at the 
PSU Little Gorillas 
Preschool is Polly 
Phillips. Ms. Phillips 
has an accomplished 
past in teaching, 
having begun her 
career at Head Start 
in southern Mo. 
She later worked in 
the public school 
system as a first grade 
teacher, and for the 
past seven years, 
taught kindergarten. 
She began learning her way around the 
preschool over the summer.

Ms. Phillips currently lives in 
Baxter Springs, Kan. She is married, 
has three children, and “seven very 
unique but wonderful grandchildren!” 
Her pastimes include reading, antique-
collecting, walking, perusing flea 
markets and garage sales, and attending 
the many extra-curricular activities of 
her grandchildren. Finding time for 
these things, of course, is another story. 
Ms. Phillips is eager to make a lasting 
impression. “My hope for the future is 
that I can in some way make a positive 
impact in my chosen career as an early-
childhood educator.” 

Holly Page-Sagehorn has been a 
familiar face around our department 
throughout the course of the past few 
years. She graduated from our program 
in 2002, joined our part-time teaching 
staff in 2005, and began as a full-
time instructor this fall. She brings an 
impressive amount of experience with 
her into the classroom; she interned 
at Merchant Design International in 
Southhampton, England, and worked 
in various positions in Kansas, including 
The Home Depot and Isidro Dunbar 
Home Collections in Topeka, and 
The Expo Design Center in Lenexa. 
Rounding out her experiences, she not 
only has a solid background working for 
various companies, but has also managed 
her own business as an independent 
residential interior designer. Ms. Page-
Sagehorn is not only keeping very busy 
with her responsibilities as a new factulty 
member, she also began graduate work 
in design at the University of Kansas.

Phillips

Page-Sagehorn



3

experience
Classroom inputs equal 
successful outputs
by Angie Dowell

As instructors, we need to ensure that 
the education our students receive is 
beneficial. Sometimes the assessments we 
use to evaluate their learning are formal 
measures – as with the written evaluations 
administered at the end of every semester, 
but quite often they are informal measures. 
Regardless of the approach, it is important 
to measure the success of our programs. 

Recently, I have been able to informally 

measure what I consider to be a paramount 
success for our students in Fashion 
Merchandising. In Spring 2006, I taught a 
special topics course called New York City 
Study Tour. While the primary objective 
of the course was to for us to embark on 
a fashion industry study tour, students 
engaged in a far greater learning experience 
than simply going on the trip. Prior to 
departure, students conducted in-depth 
research on the city’s garment district and 
specific companies we were to visit. During 
the weeklong journey in March, we toured 
12 different companies, ranging from those 
that are product development oriented, to 
those that engage in trend forecasting and 
retailing functions. It was impressive to 
witness the students’ professionalism, and 
to know they retained and implemented 
what they learned in the classroom when 
engaging in conversations with top 
executives in these businesses. For most 
of them, this was their first experience 
interacting face-to-face in professional 
conversations, and throughout, they were 
attentive, and asked intelligent questions.

Upon returning from the trip, I 
further witnessed the positive impact 
this course had on the students. Their 
professional-drive was inspired, creative-
energies sparked, and enthusiasm for this 
field renewed. They gave a presentation 
of their trip to the FCS department and 
energetically shared their experiences, 

remarking on what a life-
changing experience it was, 
thus confirming my hopes that 
the tours supplemented what 
they had already learned in the 
classroom. 

As a most recent indication 
of success, two students were 
offered internships with two 
different companies we visited. 
Kaylee Hollinger interned at 
Barry Bricken, a prominent 
designer of upscale casual 
women’s and men’s wear, and 
at times, worked alongside 
Mr. Barry Bricken himself. Ali 
Hamilton, after having visited 
with the manager of the New 
York City retailer, Jeffrey, during our 
study tour, secured an internship with 
their second retail location in Atlanta, Ga. 
At Jeffrey, Ali interacted with celebrity-
status clientele, worked with designer 
brand merchandise, and was invited 
back to Atlanta after her internship 
was completed so she could attend the 
Jeffrey fall fashion show and enjoyed 
VIP treatment the entire time. Both 
Kaylee and Ali regard their internships as 
immeasurable learning experiences. 

Kaylee Hollinger not only met, but worked alongside, 
the company’s namesake, Barry Bricken. Here, she is 
pictured with him at the company headquarters in 
New York City.

Ali Hamilton (left), pictured here with other interns, 
is standing in front of one of the displays at Jeffrey.

So, how do we know what we are 
doing in fashion merchandising is 
working? As the above experiences 
demonstrate, I’ve been able to measure 
our success by evaluating the inputs in 
the form of classroom instruction and 
the outputs they produce in the form 
of student learning and achievement. 
In all FCS program areas, we can, with 
confidence, say that we provide strong 
educational programs that are really 
benefiting our students. 
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persons in history associated 
with a particular period, they 
selected from a given list. 
The students were to treat 
the paper/project as a story, 
either by describing an 
event that was happening 
within their chosen space 
or by assuming the role of the 
historical figure. They were to 
discuss the contextual elements 
such as architecture, interiors, 
furniture, colors, materials, 
costumes, and people. The 
project was also to include social, 
political, and economic facts of 
the time period. The expectation 
of their presentation was to 
make the event come alive for 
their audience, allowing them to 
visualize the experience. 

Creativity was a major focus 
for these presentations. The goal 

Finding success through creativity

creativity
by Denise Bertoncino

Education is a fundamental 
part of student success as a 
professional. As an educator, 
how do we measure the relevance 
of that education? It may be 
measured by the student’s success 
in securing a position in the 
professional workforce or by 
student evaluations of courses. 
It is also important for creative 
teaching methods to be accepted 
by the educator’s peers. 

History of Design courses 
provide a wealth of knowledge to 
interior design students, but the 
presentation of information can 
be uninspiring. As the educator, 
how can we create interest in 
lecture courses? This became my 
focus in FCS 312, History of 
Interior Design I. Students were 
to develop a paper or project on 
a topic, architectural buildings or 

Left: Kimberly Harms and Kelly 
Love created a storybook 
about a fictional character 
named Eddie who went to 
England and traveled back in 
time to Warwick castle.

Below: Meagan Martin 
reported on the Parthenon, 
taking on the life of Athena 
Parthenos. Meagan immersed 
herself into the character, 
designing a costume and 
performing for the audience.  

Scholarships 2006-2007
The following students received a total of $30,270 in scholarships from the 2006-2007 academic year.

ALuMNi STuDENT 
ACHiEvEMENT AWArD
 Nicole Baker, Fashion Merch. 

– Parsons, Kan.
 Hilary Evans, Early Childhood Dev. 

– Columbus, Kan.
 Krysti Patteron, FCS Teacher 

Education – Pittsburg, Kan.

EArLY CHiLDHOOD STuDENT
OrGANizATiON SCHOLArSHiP
 Kylee Shaffer, Early Childhood Dev. 

– vanMeter, iowa

EDuCATiONAL OPPOrTuNiTY FuND
SCHOLArSHiP
 Anjelica Burris, Fashion Merch. 

– Wellsville, Kan.
 Autumn Fecht, interior Design 

– Pittsburg, Kan.
 Goldie Prelogar, individual & Family 

Mgmt. – Savannah, Mo.
 Kari Scholz, interior Design 

– Atchison, Kan.
 Deborah Shaffer, FCS Teacher 

Education – Diamond, Mo.

E. LOuiSE GiBSON SCHOLArSHiP
 Katie Duran, Early Childhood Dev. 

– Pittsburg, Kan.
 Sasha Johnson, individual & 

Family Mgmt. – Jasper, Mo.
 Sara Mitchell, interior Design 

– Erie, Kan.

E. LOuiSE GiBSON PHi uPSiLON
OMiCrON
 Sarah Green, interior Design 

– Webb City, Mo.

SuE HiPPENSTEEL MEMOriAL
SCHOLArSHiP
 Deborah Shaffer, FCS Teacher 

Education – Diamond, Mo.

viOLA LACHEr rOE HOLMES
SCHOLArSHiP
 Kelsey Littlejohn, Fashion Merch. 

– Oswego, Mo.

ANiTA K. LAurENT
 Alison Kiser, FCS Teacher 

Education – Augusta, Kan.
 Kelly Love, interior Design – Derby, 

Kan.

was to challenge teams to find 
a way to present their findings 
in an alternative method to a 
lecture. How could they make 
the presentation interactive? How 
could they engage the audience 
and help them experience the 
presentation? To help stimulate 
creativity, I provided a few 
examples. Some suggestions 
were to create a diary, newspaper 
article describing an event, 
pamphlets, or brochures. Role-
playing was a major component 
for each team. The possibilities 

for this project could be limitless.
Each team’s approach to 

a solution for their teaching 
unit was inherently unique and 
allowed the groups to express 
their concepts differently. Their 
design solutions, combined 
with interesting historical facts, 
engaged the audience (see 
photos). Role playing provided 
a creative venue for this History 
of Interior Design course, and 
helped me as the educator to 
measure the effectiveness of this 
as a learning tool. 

This project became the 
focus of a paper I submitted for 
presentation consideration to 
the Interior Design Educators 
Council international 
meeting. My paper and poster 
presentation were accepted, 
which also helped me as the 
educator measure my teaching 
success. The interaction with 
other educators at the conference 
helped solidify the value of 
this particular project. Many 
educators wanted the project and 
examples emailed to them so that 
they could implement them in 
their history courses. This type 
of interest by the educator’s peers 
is the best measure of success for 
class instruction.(see, Scholarships, pg. 6)

 Fawn Mace Plummer, FCS Teacher 
Education – Ottawa, Kan.

 Marla Sterling, FCS Teacher 
Education – Yates Center, Kan.

MArY KErN MArTiN SCHOLArSHiP
 Hilary Evans, Early Childhood Dev. 

– Columbus, Kan.

GiNA SHArP MEMOriAL
SCHOLArSHiP
 Deborah Shaffer, FCS Teacher 

Education – Diamond, Mo.

CArL W. SMALL SCHOLArSHiP
 Alison Kiser, FCS Teacher 

Education – Augusta, Kan.

CArriE ArLENE WiLLiAMS
SCHOLArSHiP
 Stacy Baldwin, Early Childhood 

Dev. – Coffeyville, Kan.

WiCHiTA iNTErNATiONAL 
iNTEriOr DESiGN ASSOCiATiON
GrOuP SCHOLArSHiP
 Autumn Fetch, interior Design 

– Pittsburg, Kan.   
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development
Assessing early childhood teacher education
by Jan Venter-Barkley

Within the early 
childhood program 
our students 
are acquiring 
knowledge about 
development, 
skills in the areas 
of curriculum 
planning and 
guidance, an 
understanding 

of their role, 
and professional 
judgment. The 
use of assessment 
in these areas is 
crucial to be an effective teacher. 
Within the United States the 
driving force behind much of 
the educational planning and 
evaluation system has been the 
legislation called “No Child Left 
Behind.” This has now started 
impacting higher education 
as well as preschool programs. 
With the introduction of the 
new Birth through Third Grade 
Unified certification, students 

are taught how to apply these 
principles when working with 
both typical and non-typically 
developing children. That this 
new degree program has become 
a reality is itself one measure of 
success in our program. 

Every graduate of the 
program is required to submit 
and pass multiple assessments as 
evidence of meeting the Kansas 
state education standards in the 
content areas of this degree. 
As in other Kansas teacher 
certification programs, students 
are required to pass standardized 
exams such as the PRAXIS II 

NaKeya Ashe, an 
Early Childhood 
practicum student, 
is working with JW 
at journal time in 
the preschool.

and the PLT. Two of the major 
assessments are from courses 
in the FCS department. An 
example is an assignment in 
Developmental Planning for 
Preschool and Kindergarten 
that requires students to plan 
the “scope” (the full content of 
a particular curriculum) and 
“sequence” (the order in which 
the curriculum presents that 
material) for a kindergarten 

classroom of 18 students for 
a nine month school year. 
Because the teacher licensure 
is unified (both general and 
special education), four of 
the kindergarten children in 
the case study classroom have 
Individual Education Plans 
(IEP). The assignment clearly 
states the special needs of the 
students with the IEP. The 
college students are to plan a 
constructivist curriculum for 
9 months, a time block plan 
for their classroom, and all the 
activities for one week (including 
the adaptations necessary for the 

children with the IEPs). The 
next step of the assignment 
requires them to develop an 
activity file to be used in the 
classroom that cross-references 
the nine month curriculum 
ideas and the adaptations 
necessary for all the children in 
the classroom.

What does this have to do 
with success? This data will be 
used in the future to provide 
evidence to the state of Kansas 
and national accreditors, such 
as KCATE, that the teacher 
educators at PSU, including 
those of us in Family and 
Consumer Sciences, are 
producing graduates who 
know how young children 
develop and learn, have the 
skills to plan and implement 
curriculum in the classroom, 
and can successfully negotiate 
all the other areas of being a 
successful teacher. Meeting the 
needs of future generations 
– what a great measure of 
success!

Alumni news
Joy McClure, ’06, is teaching 
family & consumer sciences 
at Garden Plain High School 
in Kan.

Karla Cherico, ‘05, has opened 
a preschool in Cherryvale, Kan.

Andrea Honsicker, ’05, is 
employed by Southeast Kansas 
Community Action Program as 
a family educator at CHOiCES 
early learning center in 
Pittsburg. Andrea and Leonard 
Boatman were married 
October ��, 2006.

Jami Papish, ‘03, is an 
event manager with Price 
Management in Overland 
Park, Kan. She was married in 
October 2006.

Katy Coltrain Ulepich, ’03, is 
manager of victoria’s Secret 
in Wichita, Kan. Husband, 
Chad, is also a PSu graduate 
and Director of Facilities at 
Wichita State university athletic 
department. They reside in 
Andover, Kan. with their new 
daughter, isabelle.

Liz Bailey, ’02, is a buyer for 
Home Shopping Network.

Lettie Henson Litherland, ‘00, 
is teaching first grade and is 
a volleyball coach at Neosho 
Christian Schools in Neosho, Mo.

Jamie Rasmussen Hembrough, 
’00, is a test administrator/
education specialist with Englin 
Air Force Base Education 
Office. She and Doug 
Hembrough were married on 
May 28, 2006 and reside in Ft. 
Walton Beach, Flo.

Tammie Neppl Schaffer, ’97, 
is a stay-at-home mom. She 
and husband, Troy, have two 
children. 

Misty Russell, ’89, is the new 
family and consumer sciences 
teacher at Parsons High 
School in Kan. She is also an 
inspirational/motivational 
speaker and has spoken as far 
away as Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa. She and husband, Philip, 
have three sons. 

Linda Kirchoff Pugh, ’70, 
recently retired from teaching 
in Lowville, NY.  Her husband, 
Donald, is also retired. They 
have three children.
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Susie Dalton
by Cris Elliott

Measuring success 
in our professional 
lives is easy for this 
semester’s featured 
alumni, Susie 
Dalton. If we can 
measure success 
through the number of people whose lives we touch 
and to whom we make a difference, Susie is at the top 
of the mountain. She has literally touched thousands of 
lives throughout her career. 

Susie is a graduate of PSU where she received 
her BS in Home Economics Education and later 

graduated with a Master’s in Secondary Education. 
The honors she has received validate not only her 
ambition and highly organized lifestyle, but also tell 
the story of the kind of committed person she is to 
the people around her. Some of these honors include: 
KAFCS District J Master Vocational Educator of the 
Year, FCCLA Advisory of the Year, KSDE Teacher of 
the Year candidate, and the Uniserv Southeast Apple 
Award of Innovative New Programs. Susie is actively 
involved in the First United Methodist Church, Phi 
Tau Omega, the American Heart Association, and the 
American Cancer Society. Additionally she holds many 
professional memberships and is admired by many as a 
pillar in the area of Family and Consumer Sciences. 

Though Susie is the FACS teacher at Pittsburg High 
School, she makes valuable contributions to the success 
of our future teachers here at PSU. She has provided 
guidance for countless student teachers and pre-lab 
students over the years. Truly, she can classify herself 
as a teacher educator. Susie has taken on yet another 
role this year within our department. She is teaching 
Consumer Education on Wednesday evenings. If we 
can measure success by ambition and contributions, 
Susie gets an A+. 

Susie lives in Pittsburg with her husband of 30 
years, Mike. They love spending time with their three 
children: JJ, JW and Ashley. Families like the Dalton’s 
provide the strength and substance to communities that 
the American Dream is based on. Susie says, “Students 
know that I am an adult that will not disappear from 
their life. They are always welcome to call, come to my 
classroom, or to my home. Many students come to visit 
me even after high school for advice and friendship.” 
Now that is true success! 

alumni spotlight

ELLiS FOuNDATiON SCHOLArSHiP
 Lacey DeMott, Fashion Merch. – Ft. 

Scott, Kan. 

MArK WEiKiNG FrANKEN SCHOLArSHiP
 Alison Kiser, FCS Teacher Education 

– Augusta, Kan.         

TOMMiE J. MAMNEr SCHOLArSHiP
 Hilary Evans, Early Childhood Dev. 

– Columbus, Kan.            

SArAH THOrNiLEY PHiLLiPS 
LEADErSHiP AWArD
 Rebecca Moore, interior Design 

– Girard, Kan.

vFW SCHOLArSHiP
 Nicole Baker, Fashion Merch. 

– Parsons, Kan.                  

GiBSON-BruNSON SCHOLArSHiP
 Hilary Evans, Early Childhood Dev. 

– Columbus, Kan.    

LiBrArY CLuB
 Karla Trotnic, Early Childhood Dev. 

– Parsons, Kan.          

EvA & CECiL WiLKiNSON SCHOLArSHiP
 Hilary Evans, Early Childhood Dev. 

– Columbus, Kan.                 

AQ CHAPTEr P. E.O.
 Sarah Green, interior Design – Webb 

City, Mo.                 

ACADEMiC ACHiEvEMENT AWArD
 Kelsey Littlejohn, Fashion Merch. 

– Oswego, Kan.                   

SCHOLARSHIPS (continued from pg. 4)

FELLOWSHiP OF CHriSTiAN ATHLETES
 Karla Trotnic, Early Childhood Dev. 

– Parsons, Kan.            

CALDWELL SCHOLArSHiP
 Sara Mitchell, interior Design – Erie, 

Kan.                       

MArCELLA MOuSEr SCHOLArSHiP
 Fawn Mace Plummer, FCS Teacher 

Education – Ottawa, Kan.   

SKiLLS uSA SCHOLArSHiP
 Karla Trotnic, Early Childhood Dev. 

– Parsons, Kan.

C. MErriLL & viviAN COLEAN
SCHOLArSHiP
 Debbie Borden, interior Design 

– Girard, Kan.           

zz-KC FriENDS OF FAMiLY & 
CONSuMEr SCiENCES
 Fawn Mace Plummer, FCS Teacher 

Education – Ottawa, Kan.

AiMEE AND PAuL LOSSE SCHOLArSHiP 
 Summer Warren, FCS Teacher 

Education – Frontenac, Kan.  

DivErSiTY GrANT
 Kelsey Littlejohn, Fashion Merch. 

– Oswego, Kan.      

PETErSON SCHOLArSHiP
 Lacey DeMott, Fashion Merch. – Ft. 

Scott, Kan.

Congratulations graduates!

recent graduates from the Department of Family and Consumer Sciences:
Back row (l to r): Jenny DeGroot, Lana ross, Dee Dee LeFever, Chelsey Leonard, 
Marissa Trotnic, Jennifer Blanke, Jackie Chee.  Front row (l to r): Betty Jacobs, 
Brandi Chandler, Kim Jordan, Brianna Garten, Becky Moore, Andrea Meierhoff and 
Christina Williams.
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May 2006 graduates
Theresa Barr, FCS Teacher Education from 
Mound City, Kan. Theresa is a family and 
consumer sciences teacher at Pleasanton 
High School in Kan.

Jennifer Blanke, individual & Family 
Management from Pittsburg. Jennifer 
graduated with Cum Laude honors. Current 
information unavailable.

Brandi Chandler, FCS Teacher Education 
from Pittsburg. Brandy is teaching family & 
consumer sciences in Morrisville, Mo.

Yee Teng (Jacqueline) Chee, Early Childhood 
Dev., from Malaysia, graduated with Magna 
Cum Laude honors. Jacqueline is a graduate 
teaching assistant at K-State’s Stonehouse 
Preschool, while working on a masters degree.

Chrissy Cook, Teacher Education from 
Pittsburg, is a family and consumer sciences 
teacher at Bonanza High School in Las vegas. 

Jenny DeGroot, FCS Teacher Education from 
Overland Park, Kan., is a family and consumer 
sciences teacher at Park Hill High School in 
Kansas City, Mo.

Christina Edwards, Early Childhood Dev., from 
Paola, Kan, is a graduate student in early 
childhood special education at PSu.

Jillian Goodwin, individual & Family 
Management from Pittsburg. Current 
information unavailable.

LuAnn Hargrove, FCS Teacher Education from 
Mound City, Kan. LuAnn is teaching family 
and consumer sciences at Central Heights 
High School in richmond, Kan. 

Jennifer Heatwole Bailey, Early Childhood 
Dev., from Garden City, Kan. Jennifer married 
Derrick Bailey on May 28, 2006. They are 
preparing to open a daycare.

Betty Jacobs, individual & Family 
Management from Cherryvale, Kan. Betty is 
a counselor in a domestic violence shelter in 
Cullman, Ala.

Kim Jordan, individual and Family Management 
from Beloit, Kan., graduated with Cum Laude 
honors. Kim is enrolled in culinary arts school at 
Emporia State university and is planning a June 
2007 wedding.

Lexie Kerr, FCS Teacher Education from Derby, 
Kan., is a family and consumer sciences teacher 
at Wichita Heights High School in Wichita, Kan.

Chelsey Leonard, Fashion Merch., from Miami, 
Okla. Current information unavailable.

Andrea Meierhoff, interior Design from ulysses, 
Kan. Andrea graduated with Summa Cum 
Laude Honors. She is a junior designer with 
Tandem Design Firm in Las vegas, Nev.

Rebecca Moore, interior Design from Girard, 
Kan., is a graduate assistant with university 
Housing at PSu while working towards a 
master’s degree in educational leadership.

Robyn Nienstedt, FCS Teacher Education 
from Ft. Scott, Kan., is a family and consumer 
sciences high school teacher in valley Center, 
Kan.

Lana Ross, Fashion Merch., from Joplin, Mo. Lana 
is a freelance writer for Her voice and is an 
independent beauty consultant

Ashlee Shearburn, interior Design from Parsons, 
Kan. Current information unavailable.

Sarah Smith, FCS Teacher Education from 
Pittsburg, Kan., is a family and consumer 
sciences teachers at Wichita Heights High 
School in Wichita, Kan.

LaShae Stinson, interior Design from Grove, 
Okla. LaShae is a junior architect with Duncan 
Miller Design in Dallas, Tex., while finishing 
her architect license at university of Texas at 
Arlington.

Marissa Trotnic, Early Childhood Dev., from 
Pittsburg. Current information unavailable.

Sara Zuchowski, interior Design from 
Overland Park, Kan., is a design assistant with 
Contemporary Concepts in Overland Park.

July 2006 graduates
Heidi Himebrook, Fashion Merchandising 
from Overland Park, Kan. Current information 
unavailable.

Dee Dee LeFever, Early Childhood Dev., 
Pittsburg, is working toward a masters degree 
at PSu.

Sara Shepherd, Fashion Merch., from Carthage, 
Mo. Current information unavailable.

Christina Williams, interior Design from Carl 
Junction, Mo, graduated with Cum Laude 
honors. Christina is employed with The Bridge 
Ministries (Joplin, Mo.), providing graphics and 
interior design work.

Chalise Cooper, Fashion Merchandising from 
Galena, Kan. Chalise is store manager of 
Maxrave on Northpark Mall in Joplin, Mo.

Angela Crowdes, Fashion Merch., Arkansas 
City, Kan. Angela is employed in the finance 
department of Sprint Headquarters in 
Overland Park, Kan.

Kathy Felt, Fashion Merch., from uniontown, 
Kan. Kathy is assistant manager of Bath and 
Body Works in Kansas City, Mo.

Brianna Garten, Early Childhood Dev., Galena, 
Kan. Brianna is group facilitator at Family Life 
Center, inc. with Cherokee Co. Community 
Mental Health Center in riverton, Kan.

Contributions
The Department of Family and Consumer Sciences 

would like to thank all those who have been so 
generous with their contributions from July �, 2005 

to June 30, 2006.

University Club ($5,000 +)
Paul Steelman Design Group, inc.

President’s Club ($1,000 - $4,999)
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Elliott

Jill M. Holmes

Scholars Club ($500 – $999)
Mr. & Mrs. robert Bradley
Mrs. Mary M. Hankammer
Dr. & Mrs. Duane Whitbeck

Foundation Club ($250 - $499)
Dr. Lynette Olson

Home Economists in Homemaking Group
international interior Design Association

Doris D. Schlacks revocable Trust

Century Club ($100 to $249)
Mr. & Mrs. John Bass

Domenic Bertoncino revocable Living Trust
Ms. Lois Dickey
Mr. Carl Koffler

Mrs. virginia L. Lawrence
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Miller

Mr. Larry Barkley & Dr. Jan venter-Barkley

Supporters (Up to $99)
Ms. Sallyanne Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. David Baldwin
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Bolain
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Blevins
Ms. Marjorie F. Booher
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis r. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Steven K. Caldwell
Ms. rose S. Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. robert F. Chance
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy C. Crain
Mr. & Mrs. Tim E. Dainty
Ms. Sheila DeCarlo
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Dunekack
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Emerson
Ms. L. Maxine Erickson
Mr. & Mrs. William M.      
    Frankenbery
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Gerbitz
Ms. rita Goetz
Ms. Julia A. Gorman
Mr. & Mrs. robert Graverholt
Ms. Judith K. Harwig
Ms. Diane Hastert
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Hollinger
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey A. Horner
Mr. & Mrs. roger ideker
Mr. & Mrs. Carl E. Jeans
James Décor
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip B. Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Jordan
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Kumer
Ms. Dorothy A. Larery
Ms. Kathy D. Larrison
Ms. Carol A. Larson

Mr. & Mrs. rolan Leniton
Mr. & Mrs. Kent L. Love
Ms. Kelly Love
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Ludlum
Mr. & Mrs. David B. Martin
Mr. & Mrs. D. Harry Matheney
Ms. Lisa McAtee
Ms. Carolyn K. McClaskey
Ms. Carolyn S. McColm
Ms. Charlene A. Mikel
Mr. & Mrs.Trenton A. Miller
Ms. rebecca C. Moore
Ms. rhonda K. riley
Ms. Myrna J. robinson
SC Backhoe
Mr. & Mrs. Keith E. Scheidt
Ms. Elizabeth Shannon
Mr. & Mrs. Clair A. Shaw, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Simmons
Mr. & Mrs. Linley Simon
Mr. & Mrs. Terrance Sirridge
Mr. & Mrs. ivan D. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Stephan Speck
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry E. Sterling
Ms. Lorna L. Stover
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin umphenour
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Wagner
Walcher Family Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Waltrip
Mr. & Mrs. Arles L. Willey
Ms. Lavetta Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon r. Willis
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Wilson, Jr.
Ms. Pamela Wilson
Mr. James zuchowski



8

 Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 506

Pittsburg, KS 66762

Department of Family & Consumer Sciences
Pittsburg State university
�70� S. Broadway
Pittsburg, KS 66762-7556

PLEASE MAiL TO:

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Family & Consumer Sciences

Pittsburg State university
�70� S. Broadway • Pittsburg, KS 66762-7556

or email to hviets@pittstate.edu

We are very interested 
in what our alumni are doing.

Please update us today by 
RETURNING THIS FORM

name ____________________________________________

maiden name ____________________________________

degree __________________________________________

yr. grad from PSu _________________________________

address __________________________________________

city ______________________________________________

state __________________________ zip _______________

phone(________) __________________________________

e-mail ____________________________________________

your occupation(s)  _______________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

 spouse’s name ________________________________

 PSu grad? _____________________________________

 year ___________________________________________

 spouse’s occupation ___________________________

alumni
PLEASE 

uPDATE uS 
ABOuT “you!”

phone: 620/235-��57
www.pittstate.edu/fcs

name ___________________________________________________________________________________

address _________________________________________________________________________________

phone __________________________________________________year graduated ________________

i would like to make a contribution or pledge to FCS in the amount of:

q $�000          q $500          q $250          q $�00          q $50          q Other $_________

Enclosed is my check for $_________________

Please direct my gift toward: FCS Scholarships $______________

 FCS unrestricted Fund $______________

 Doris Bradley FCS Faculty Development Fund $______________

 Other $______________ 

FCS is included in my estate plans:     q yes        q no

Please send information about including FCS in my estate plans:     q yes        q no

Please make checks payable to PSU Foundation.

Send to: Kris Hartley, Office of Development/Advancement Services,
Pittsburg State university, �0� East Ford Avenue, Pittsburg, KS 66762

Thank you for your continued support!

Family & Consumer Sciences Department Contribution

Duane Whitbeck, Chairperson • 620-235-��56 • dwhitbec@pittstate.edu
Denise Bertoncino, interior Design • 620-235-��58 • dbertonc@pittstate.edu
Angie Dowell, Fashion Merchandising • 620-235-�0�6 • adowell@pittstate.edu
Cris Elliott, FCS Teacher Education • 620-235-�5�2 • celliott@pittstate.edu
Jan Venter-Barkley, Early Childhood Dev. • 620-235-��60 • jventerb@pittstate.edu

HOW TO rEACH uS

children __________________________________________

news _____________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

attach a separate sheet if necessary

7th Annual  

FCS Career Day 
December 6, 2006

Learn about FCS careers and experience 
a day in the life of a college student.

For more information, call 620-235-��57 or visit 
www.pittstate.edu/fcs/careerday.html


