
UNCLASSIFIED PROFESSIONAL SENATE MEETING AGENDA 

 Wednesday, January 20, 2021; 2:00 p.m. 

 TEAMS  

I. Call to Order: 

a. Dr. Jason Kegler called the meeting to order at 2:01pm and roll was taken.  

II. Approval of Minutes:  

a. Due to user error the Minutes from the December meeting will be approved at the Full 

Senate Meeting in February.  

III. Guest Speaker – Jim Johnson: 

a. Dr. Kegler introduced the Director of Athletics, Jim Johnson.  

b. Mr. Johnson explained what his department has been working through over COVID. 

Initially, they thought that COIVID-19 was going to be a two-week event where everyone 

went home and then came back. Shortly after that two-week shutdown, it became clear 

the Spring Sports Season was not going to finish. This hit right at the start of the outdoor 

track season. It’ll be almost two years since some of those athletes had participated in a 

meet.  

c. This fall there were no championships in any sports.  

d. A lot of work was put in by the entire Athletic Department, Health Center, Health 

Department, and many more to get football to happen in the fall.  

e. In five weeks of testing during football season 517 tests where completed and only 15 

tests came back positive.  

f. Basketball has been lucky. They have played everything scheduled so far.  

g. Indoor Track had its first track meet last weekend. For basketball and football, capacity 

was capped at 25%. This is different for track because there are so many participants. In 

order to ensure that the athletes can play spectators where not allowed. This was a 

tough decision to make.  

h. When COVID-19 struck baseball was only about 20 games into their 56-game season. 

One of the MIAA Conference goals is to give its spring athletes a normal experience.  

i. Dr. Kegler asked about the Indoor National Track Championship and how it will look 

different this year than in past years as PSU has hosted it in the past. Jim explained that 

it is being held in Birmingham this year.  

j. Elizabeth Grier asked if camps will resume this year. Jim hopes that they will. Usually 

there are around 4k participants who stay on campus for these over the summer. More 

information should be known around 3/1/21.  

k. Dr. Kegler asked if plans are moving forward for a normal spring season as some other 

schools are playing football in the spring. Jim explained that PSU does not plan on any 

football games this spring, but there may be a few scrimmages.  

l. Jim and Dr. Erwin clarified some questions asked about alcohol sales at the stadium.  

m. Skybox owners now have more control over the density of their skybox. In past seasons 

anyone who had a ticket to the game and a guest pass for a skybox could get into one.  

n. The number of people on the sideline was also reduced.  

IV. Ex-officio Member Reports: 

a. Student Senate: 



i. No representative present.  

b. University Support Staff – Terri Blessant 

i. We are working on the survey that we sent out in ’19. Another one is planned to 

go out in Fall ’22. In 2019 the cost of the survey was $300. This upcoming one 

will about $1k due to changes in the scope of the requested reports.  

c. Faculty Senate: 

i. No representative present.  

d. President’s Council Liaison: 

i. Does not have a lot of information to offer that has not already been presented. 

They are excited to get everything moving this week. They are also watching 

Topeka and the federal government for funding.  

ii. Dr. Erwin promoted the upcoming townhall. 

iii. Dr. Erwin promoted the free COVID-19 testing in the Bicknell parking lot.  

V. Executive Committee Reports: 

a. President – Dr. Jason Kegler 

i. The Statewide UPS group has not met.  

ii. Dr. Kegler met with Dr. Scott on 1/5/21, they talked about the state budget and 

its implications.  

iii. Apple Day will be a virtual event this year.  

b. Past President – Brad Stefannoni 

i. Nothing to report. 

c. President Elect – Mary Jo Meier 

i. February’s guest speaker will be Kathleen Flannery.  

d. Secretary – Nathan Brungardt 

i. Nothing to report.  

e. Treasurer – Tammy Higgins  

i. Nothing to report.  

VI. Committee Reports:  

a. Parking Committee –  

i. Has not met. 

b. Strategic Planning Council 

i. Has not met. 

c. University Critical Incident & Crisis Response Team  

i. Has not met. 

d. Elections Committee  

i. Planning on starting the process after this meeting. 

e. By-Laws Committee  

i. By-Laws have been reviewed an no changes have been recommended.  

f. Professional Development Committee 

i. Northing to report.  

g. Communication Committee  

i. Nothing to report.  

VII. Old Business 

a. There is no old business. 



VIII. New Business: 

a.  Mary Jo Meier presented a slate of officers for next years senate.  

i. There were no objections. 

ii. Brenda Hawkins motioned to vote for the approval of the slate. This was 

seconded by Anna Stark. The motion passed unanimously. 

b. VOYA Nominations: 

i. This closed on 1/12/21. The process has been moved forward and the winners 

have been presented to the president’s office.  

c. Good of the Order: 

i. Brenda Hawkins informed the group that there are 70 new international 

students on campus. That is a huge increase from the 1 last semester. The main 

reason for this change is that the students were able to attain VISAs.  

IX. Adjournment- Next meeting is 2/3/21 

a. Dr. Kegler adjourned the meeting at 2:45pm.  

 


