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UNCLASSIFIED PROFESSIONAL SENATE 
MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, September 2, 2020; 2:00 p.m. 
TEAMS 
 

I. Call to Order with Introductions and Roll Call 
a. Dr. Jason Kegler called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. and started taking roll. Guests 

were asked to make themselves known in the TEAMS Chat.  
b. Attendance will be listed at the end of the minutes.  

 

II. Guest Speaker-  Dr. Scott 
a. Dr. Scott joked about timing how long it takes people to unmute themselves. He stated 

that there has been a noticeable improvement in the amount of time it takes one to 
unmute themselves as this becomes our new normal. Dr. Scott thanked everyone for 
serving on the Unclassified Professional Senate (UPS) and stressed the importance of 
the committee. He also highlighted that Pitt State Leadership regularly communicates 
and has meaningful dialogue with the different employee senates. In an earlier meeting, 
Dr. Scott reminded Cole Shewmake that he was the Faculty Senate President 25 years 
ago so you never know where serving on the Senate can take you. Dr. Scott also noted 
that serving on the UPS broadens your scope of understanding the university.  

b. Dr. Scott emphasized that the virus (COVID-19) is everywhere now. Three weeks ago 
you could ask a group of people on campus if they knew someone who has the virus and 
most would say no. Now it’s rare to find someone who can answer no to that question. 
Dr. Scott paid respect to PSU Alum Dennis Wilson who passed from COVID-19.  

c. Dr. Scott brought up the 1pm media briefing. He said that it is a struggle to get an 
accurate count on how many PSU students have COVID-19. If they get tested in Webb 
City, they get counted in Jasper County and will not be counted toward PSU’s total, 
unless the student reaches out to the Case Manager. Currently, the Bryant Health 
Center is doing great. They have streamlined their processes over the last few weeks to 
ensure quick testing. Currently, at the time of this meeting, there are 101 PSU students 
that are in isolation who have tested positive for COVID-19. There are 600+ students 
who are quarantined as close contacts. These numbers are from working with the 
County Health Office and the Health Center. We are starting to think that these cases 
are from 1-on-1 encounters. Sitting on the back porch, going to lunch with 5 
friends…those unmasked encounters. Dr. Scott said there was phenomenal mask 
wearing on campus. The severity COVID has had on our students is low, which is a good 
thing, but they think they are good to go a few days after testing positive. Hospitals are 
not overfilled. Dr. Scott highlighted how hard it can be to contact close contacts. If you 
have 100 positive cases and each of those cases has 4 close contacts that is 400 people 
you have to contact. Don’t be a close contact. Do not meet without masks or social 
distancing. The best answer to the Health Department when they call saying, “someone 
you’ve had close contact with has tested positive” is that you have no close contacts 
because you have been social distancing and wearing a mask.  

d. FY 2021-2022. Enrollment numbers lag, comparable to the rest of the country. PSU 
planned for this. That being said, more students dropped then planned. The State of 
Kansas took money from us at the end of the year, but gave it back. They held us 
harmless, as of today, on their end. FY 2021 is doable. KU is $120 million short, they 
have salary reductions for 6 months to offset that. Missouri Southern has furloughs, 
WSU has a salary cut. PSU is not there. We worry about this and that, and there are a lot 
of schools in worse situations. Doug Ball has put us in a good place. In FY 2022 the 
Federal Stimulus disappears…07/2021 to be exact. PSU is looking at a 10% reduction 
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($5million) for next year. Congress can backfill for lost revenue, and we could be held 
harmless. Dr. Scott is meeting with Congressman Roger Marshall about this. We are 
starting to plan for this.  Tuition is ½ of our income. In 2009, enrollment went up 
because people where coming back to school, and we were here to serve them. This is 
where we can make a difference. Our students do not have to come back. Dr. Scott 
talked about receiving an email from a student he sat next to on an airplane who went 
to Missouri Southern. The student is now looking into applying to our nursing program 
because of the conversation Dr. Scott had with her. Everybody can be recruiting and 
building relationships with the community.  

e. The pandemic is one of many issues. We have to look at how to keep people safe. The 
financial component and, at the same level, the social injustice across America. We need 
to do better for our students, our future depends on handling the pandemic and social 
justice. There is a new committee convening to elevate attention to this. PSU needs to, 
and is working to, find a sustainable solution.  

f. Dr. Kegler thanked Dr. Scott and asked if there were any questions for Dr. Scott 
i. It was brought up the UPS Senator Nate Davis recently had a new child.  

ii. Dr. Scott reiterated that this stuff (COVID-19) is so pervasive. It is everywhere, in 
your home, church, and even in retirement according to Lee Scott. Dr. Scott 
highlighted the importance of coping mechanisms. Going to kids’ events or 
slipping out early on a Friday to play 9 holes of golf. Plan to take care of yourself, 
it won’t be good if we can’t keep balance. These are hard moments with no 
clear finish line. It takes endurance to get through this. Let us be kind to each 
other in these complex times, and pull together.  

g. Dr. Kegler thanked Dr. Scott again for his time and leadership.  
h. Dr. Kegler reminded those who showed up late to add their names to the chat.  

III. Ex-officio Member Reports 
a. Student Senate 

a. No representative present  
b. University Support Staff Senate 

a. No representative present  
c. Faculty Senate 

a. Cole Shewmake reported that they have started to form committees. Their first 
meeting will be 9/28/20.  

d. President’s Council Liaison 
a. Dr. Erwin is at the Press Release, but will be at future meetings.  

IV. Executive Committee Reports 
a. President- Dr. Jason Kegler  

a. Met with the state wide USP group. Discussed the 10-15% reduction in state 
funds for FY 21-22. PSU is in better place than most of the other Regent schools. 
There is some talk in the Kansas Board of Regents (KBOR) about the number of 
Higher Ed Institutions in the state. This happens every few years. KBOR is in the 
process of exploring a freedom of expression policy. It is expected that PSU will 
be asking KBOR to expand the Gorilla Expansion Program.  

b. Past President- Brad Stefanoni. 
a. Nothing to report. Extended a thank you for everyone stepping up. Kegler 

thanked Brad for his service which didn’t end as expected. 
c. President Elect- Mary Jo Meier 

a. Thanked everyone for serving. Listed next 7 guest speakers. We may get to tour 
the new Nursing Center in the spring pending COVID precautions.  

d. Secretary- Nathan Brungardt 
a. Asked everyone to check that their name is spelled correctly on the website 
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b. Apologized for sending multiple TEAMS updates throughout the day. He is still 
learning TEAMS.  

e. Treasurer- Tammy Higgins 
a. 1 Professional Development Grant submitted. It was approved by the Executive 

Council  
b. There is a $2,175 balance in our account after the PDG is paid out.  

 
V. Committee Reports 

a. Parking Committee-  
i. Tammy Higgins is our current representative. She is serving as the UPS 

Treasurer.  
ii. Tammy informed the group the Parking Committee meets once evert 3-4 

months. Police take photos so there is little gray area.  
iii. Greg Belcher volunteered for the position. Tammy Higgins is released from the 

committee.  
b. Strategic Planning Council-  

i. Dr. Kegler and Brad will look into what this committee does and will present 
more information at the October Meeting.  

ii. Mary Jo  
c. University Critical Incident & Crisis Response Team- Dr. Jason Kegler 

 
VI. Committee Chairs and Volunteers 

a. Campus Safety & Security Task Force 
i. Met monthly to create a plan of attack for safety and security council. 

Committee paused pending recommendations  
b. Elections Committee- 

i. Mary Jo Meier, B.B. Stotts, and Bill Hoyt will serve on this committee.  
a. By-Laws Committee 

a. Left unfilled. Can be restarted if needed. Executive Council will handle any issues 
that arise.  

b. Professional Development Committee 
a. Chaired by Tammy Higgins. Brenda Hawking and Brad Stefanoni will serve on 

this committee.  
c. Division Representatives to UPS Executive Committee 

a. Already set.  
d. Communication Committee volunteer to work w/ Secretary and digital media 

a. Chaired by Nathan Brungardt. Andra Stefanoni volunteered.   
 

VII. Old Business 
a. There was not old business  

 

VIII. New Business 
a. USS Meeting Representation 

i. Dr. Kegler will represent UPS at Faculty Senate. Asked for volunteers to attend 
the U.S.S. meetings. There are none, so members of the Executive Council will 
attend.  

b. Professional Photos 
i. In the past UPS has struggled to get a group photo. Dr. Kegler would like all 

elected members to have their headshot and contact information listed on the 
UPS page.  
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ii. Andra will contact Gregor to see who can handle this. Non-elected members can 
partake.  

 
IX. Good of the Order 

a. Nate Davis was congratulated on his new baby. 
b. Dr. Kegler talked about a volleyball game he attended and how it was nice to have a 

sense of normalcy.  
 

X. Meeting adjourned at 2:56pm 
a. Next meeting is 10/7/20 @ 2pm.  
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Attendance  
First 
Name Last Name 9/2/2020 

Brenda Hawkins Present  

Tammy Higgins Present  

B.B. Stotts Present  

Amanda Hill Present  

Greg Murray Present  

Gregory  Belcher Present  

James Oliver Present  

Jamie Clayton Present  

Brad Stefanoni Present  

Nathan Brungardt Present  

Jason Kegler Present  

Brett Dalton Accepted meeting series at 3pm 

Tracy Holzem Excused  

Bill Hoyt Present  

Andra Stefanoni Excused Late-Press Release  

Amanda Williams Present  

Lance  Moser Present  

Natalie Cullen Excused Absence  

Nathan Davis Present  

Tucker Hoffman Present  

Kevin  Obungu Present  

Mary Jo Meier Present  

Katie George Present  

Guests  

Stephanie  Spitz Present  

Brain Welch Present  

Cole  Shewmake Present  

La Donna  Flynn Present  

Lauren  Werner Present  

Theresa  Presley Present  

Heather  Bush Present  

Julie  Blanken  Present  

Steve Erwin  Excused  

Luecrita  Haraughty Present  

Justin  Edge  Present  
 


