
UNCLASSIFIED PROFESSIONAL SENATE MEETING AGENDA 
 Wednesday, March 3, 2021; 2:00 p.m.  
TEAMS  

I. Call to Order with Introductions and Roll Call  
a. Dr. Jason Kegler called the meeting to order. The following senators where absent: Greg 

Murray, Bill Hoyt (excused), Natalie Cullen, and Nate Davis.  
II. Approval of Minutes (attached): 

a. Brenda Hawking made the motion to approve the previous meetings minutes and 
Tammy Higgins seconded. Motion passes with no objections.  

III. Guest Speaker- Abigail Fern - Chief Marketing & Communications Officer  
a. Dr. Kegler thanked Abby for joining us today as her office is bombarded with collecting 

all of the information for the COVID-19 faculty/staff clinic. 
b. Abby has been with PSU since October of 2018. Before coming here, she spent a few 

decades in the corporate world providing STEM tools to K-12 schools. She graduated 
from PSU with an undergraduate degree in Art History, proving that Art History grads 
can make money.  

c. Her department manages Pitt State’s image. They ensure that our protected marks are 
being used properly, dealing with how we sound to potential students, and how we 
project Pitt State.  

d. Student Recruitment  
i. Gus the Gorilla. There are 3 Gus outfits on Campus. Abby’s office is responsible 

for making sure that Gus does not appear in two different places at once.  
ii. Abby bragged about how a student made the cover for the upcoming Pitt State 

magazine.  
iii. Abby educated the group about the Student Journey and how students get to 

PSU.  
e. Lead Generation: 

i. Leads are generated through large volume campus visits, career and college 
fairs, web components, social media, mailers, media relations, and more.  

f. There are fewer high school students in the state of Kansas to recruit to PSU and of that 
number, even fewer are attending college.  

g. Mary Jo Meier thanked Abby for all that she has done to keep everyone informed during 
this unprecedented time.  

h. Abby pointed out that our social media is becoming more fun. They toned it down over 
the pandemic to project the proper tone.  

IV. Ex-officio Member Reports  
a. Student Senate  

i. No Representative Present.  
b. University Support Staff Senate  

i. Nothing to Report.  
c. Faculty Senate  

i. Dr. Cole Shewmake – Commencement dates have been altered.   
ii. Hopeful to be face to face, as much as possible, this coming Fall.  

d. President’s Council Liaison  
i. No Representative Present.  

V. Executive Committee Reports  
a. President- Dr. Jason Kegler  



i. President-Elect Mary Jo Meier is now attending meetings with Dr. Scott and Dr. 
Kegler in preparation for the change in leadership this summer.  

ii. Dr. Scott is still the only Regents President pushing for raises for faculty and 
staff.  

iii. There will be another town hall in the near future.  
iv. PSU leadership is laying the groundwork for the return of employees to campus.  

b. Past President- Brad Stefanoni  
i. Nothing to Report. 

c. President Elect- Mary Jo Meier  
i. Mary Jo Meier gave an update on the Statewide UPS meeting. Due to Wi-Fi 

connection issues the Secretary missed the majority of this report.  
d. Secretary- Nathan Brungardt  

i. Nothing new to report. 
e. Treasurer- Tammy Higgins  

i. Nothing new to report. 
VI. Committee Reports  

a. Parking Committee- Greg Belcher  
i. Have not met this month. 

b. Strategic Planning Council - Erin Sullivan  
i. Nothing new to report.  

c. University Critical Incident & Crisis Response Team- Dr. Jason Kegler  
i. Has not met this semester.  

VII. Committee Chairs and Volunteers  
a. Campus Safety & Security Task Force - Dr. Jason Kegler  

i. Will meet this afternoon following this meeting.  
b. Elections Committee - Bill Hoyt, BB Stotts, Mary Jo Meier 

i. Met yesterday. The ballot is ready and will be sent to IT. Ballot will be live for 7 
working days. Replacing 12 senators.  

c. By-Laws Committee - Tammy Higgins  
i. Nothing new to report.  

d. Professional Development Committee - Brenda Hawkins, Brad Stefanoni 
i. Nothing new to report.  

e.  Communication Committee – Nathan Brungardt, Andra Stefanoni 
i. Nothing new to report.  

VIII. Old Business  
a. Elections  

i. Received an update on this process from the Election Committee.  
b. Voya  

i. The winner of this award will be announced in the very near future.  
IX. New Business  

a. Dr. Kegler and Mary Jo Meier are finalizing the paper work for next years scholarship 
fund. It must be submitted by 3/19/21. 

X. Good of the Order  
XI. Adjournment- Next meeting is April 7, 2021 at 2pm via TEAMS 

a. Meeting adjourned at 2:57pm 
 


