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Course Syllabus for

Dance Appreciation 151-02
Description:. Students will develop an aesthetic awareness and appreciation of dance in its artistic, social, and cultural contexts. A variety of dance experiences will be used to explore dance aesthetics, history, the creative process and to experience and evaluate the ability of dance to respond and influence society in the past, present and future.
General Education:  This course counts toward the requirements in General Education for your degree program.  General Education is an important part of your educational program at Pittsburg State University that has been designed to implement the following philosophy.  
General education is the study of humans in their global setting.  The general education curriculum, therefore, acts as the heart of a university education by developing the capacities that typify the educated person and providing a basis for life-long learning and intellectual, ethical, and aesthetic fulfillment. General education examines the world around us and fosters an understanding of our interactions with the world and our place in the universe.  General education celebrates the creative capacities of humankind and helps to preserve and transmit to future generations the values, knowledge, wisdom, and sense of history that are our common heritage.

Goals of General Education for this Course:  This course will help the student accomplish several of the Goals and Objectives of General Education, including the development of the student’s ability to communicate effectively both orally and in writing by critiquing dance performances and developing and describing the student’s own dance choreography, enhanced understanding and appreciation of dance in various cultures and their interrelationships with society and the importance of physical activity, such as dance, which promotes human health and well-being.
An additional special emphasis of this course is to help the student fulfill the following objectives which demonstrate dance is an effective means of expressing creativity and artistic ability and examines the relationship between dance and cultural diversity and its effect on society socially.
Goal 3 of the General Education Requirements states that students should be able to function responsibly in the world in which they live.

 Aesthetic  

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the creative process, both practical and theoretical, and its relationship to an audience or viewers.

2. Make informed critical responses when exposed to artistic endeavors.

3. Understand the relationship between the arts and society in a multicultural environment.

Social
1 Demonstrate an understanding of cultural diversity within the United States and in the world at large.

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1) Appreciate the art of dance as a form of expression (assessed through class participation, critiques and performances, demonstrations and instruction).

2) Analyze dance performances and their effects on the audience and connect this with the means of dance to influence society and culture (assessed by quizzes and critiques).

3) Recognize various types of dances and their influence on society and culture (assessed by quizzes).
4) Connect the style of dance with the genre of music and how they influence each other as well as society and, in turn, how society can impact these various art forms (assessed by critiques, quizzes and class participation).
5) Perform various dances and explain the history and significance of each dance. (assessed on final exam and quizzes).
6) Perform and interpret a variety of folk dances and recognize that every dance reflects the geography, climate, music, lifestyles, beliefs, and history of people. (assessed by quizzes).
7) Connect nuances of music with appropriate dances (assessed through class participation and on final exam). 

8) Demonstrate an understanding of the role of dance in social, cultural and ritual contexts (assessed through class participation and quizzes).  

9) Demonstrate the ability to move to music with appropriate dance posture, coordination, balance, precision, timing and concentration (assessed through class participation and final exam).

10) Create and perform movement (choreography) to music that incorporates artistic expression and incorporates costumes, set or prop pieces, etc… (assessed through choreography assignments).
11) Connect the importance of physical activity, such as dance, with a healthy lifestyle (assessed through class participation and reflection paper).

12) Incorporate concepts of the human body, mind and emotions through kinesthetic dance movements, relaxation techniques and dance as a form of therapy (assessed through class participation and reflection paper).  

13) Explore how dance may be interdisciplinary and used in the student’s field of study (assessed through reflection paper).

INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES
No text is required for this course.  Instructional materials will be distributed in class and/or on Canvas.
ACADEMIC HONESTY AND INTEGRITY POLICY

   Students are expected to comply with the university’s academic honesty and integrity policy, which can be found at http://catalog.pittstate.edu/contentm/blueprints/blueprint_display.php?bp_listing_id=162&blueprint_id=124&sid=1&menu_id=7980 
CONCEALED CARRY

   In this class, students will be asked on a regular basis to participate in activities, such as engaging in group work, using the board, testing without personal properties in close proximity, or performing short skits or role-playing scenarios. These activities may require students to either be separated from their bags or be prepared to keep their bags with them at all times during such activities. Students are encouraged to read the online weapons policy  (http://pittstate.edu/dotAsset/ca5f2c95-67c7-426d-8da9-b42f5d00a936.pdf) to ensure they understand the requirements related to concealed carry.

REQUIREMENTS
1.    Complete all exams and assignments. Grading is based upon:
      A = 100-90%
  B = 89-80%       C = 79-70%   D = 69-60%    F = 59% & below
2.    Attend and/or view (minimum of two) dance performances throughout the semester and write an analysis (or critique) of the performance including the message being conveyed.
3.    Participate fully and demonstrate retention of basic dance steps throughout the semester.
4.    Prepare choreography and present to classmates a minimum of two times throughout the semester. One of the choreography presentations will be with a group of your classmates and the other may be presented by yourself or with others.
5.    Teach, demonstrate and/or perform dance steps to members of the community (noted as “Dance Share” on tentative schedule) on a minimum of two different occasions during the semester.
6.   Three short answer/essay quizzes covering the history of certain styles of dance, dance terminology and basic music skills will be given throughout the semester. Students will find study resources available on Canvas. 

7.  Students will write a personal reflection paper near the end of the semester. This should be a minimum of a one-page paper with 12-point font and one inch margins explaining how dance could apply to the student’s discipline/profession (dance with children, dance therapy, etc..) and/or personal life. The student may elaborate on what they’ve learned this semester in Dance Appreciation and how they anticipate using this information/skill in the future.
8.    Occasionally, an opportunity to present a dance demonstration/show will occur. In the event of an opportunity (such as a performance at a home basketball game, track meet, the mall, etc.), the instructor will announce the criteria for eligibility to perform and the points available, or in lieu of one of the assignments (such as a dance critique or choreography presentation). Only those students demonstrating the appropriate skill, stage presence, attitude and attendance will be able to perform if an opportunity presents itself. In addition, students may need to purchase a costume item, or items, for the performance at a nominal cost (usually $15 or less).
9.   A course final is typically given which covers the basic movement of approximately eight dances learned in class during the semester. Students will need to identify the type of dance that corresponds with a selected piece of music, use the appropriate downbeat and proper technique for maximum points. The final is given in small groups (usually four students at a time) and is worth 80 points.

10.    Attend class. Students will receive a maximum of 3 pts for attendance and participation every day the class meets this semester. Regular attendance is expected. Upon the fifth absence the student will lose one letter grade. When the student reaches six absences they will lose two letter grades. A student missing the course seven class periods will most likely be dropped. Points for two absences (6 pts) are provided at the beginning of the semester and will turn into extra credit if not used. Students are encouraged to make up an absence by attending the other section of Dance Appreciation within a week of their absence. The other Dance Appreciation class meets from 11am – 12:15pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
11.  Dance Class Etiquette/Expectations
- Be respectful of other students in the class, the professor and any other presenters (graduate students, student helpers, etc).

- Cell phones should remain put away unless necessary for music or other tasks related to class.

    
- Wear appropriate attire for dance. No flip flops.

- Wash hands before coming to class and as soon as the class ends. Use Purell as needed.

- Place cell phones, keys, etc in the cubbies provided.


- Remain quiet when the professor is addressing the class.

- Be positive and attend with a good attitude.

- If you miss a class period, then please focus on the material you already know and the new material being presented on the day you return. 

- Arrive on time, sign in and remain for the entire class. 

- Students are expected to submit assignments on time, attend class regularly and participate fully.
Dance Appreciation

Spring 2019
Tentative Schedule

Monday, Jan 14
Introduction of Course



Course Requirements




Rhythm Exercises




Wednesday, Jan 16
Get Acquainted Dances



Line Dances

Introduction of the Tango

Monday, Jan 21
Holiday
Wednesday, Jan 23
Tango History



Line Dances 




Possible Rehearsal

Monday, Jan 28
Tango




Possible Rehearsal




Dance Critique #1 Due
Wednesday, Jan 30
Tango



Square Dancing Intro



Possible Rehearsal for Flashmob Performance

Monday, Feb 4
Tango

Square Dance



Introduction to the Western Swing

Wednesday, Feb 6
Square Dance




Western Swing

 


Tango
Monday, Feb 11
Tango



Square Dance




Western Swing

Wednesday, Feb 13
Square Dance



Western Swing

Monday, Feb 18
Square Dance



Western Swing



Group Choreography Meeting


Quiz #1: Tango, Square Dance, Line Dancing, Western Swing
Wednesday, Feb 20
Group Choreography Work
Monday, Feb 25
Group Choreography Presentations



Dance Showcase 7pm
Wednesday, Feb 27
Folk and International Dancing




Introduction of Two-step and Polka 
Monday, Mar 4
Dance Share Preparation



Two-Step and Polka



Folk and International Dancing


Wednesday, Mar 6
Dance Share #1 – Meadowlark Elementary
Spring Break

Monday, Mar 18
Folk and International Dancing

Two-step and Polka

Fox Trot Introduction

Wednesday, Mar 20
Fox Trot



Monday, Mar 25
Introduction of Latin Cha Cha 

Fox Trot
Quiz #2:  Folk Dances, Polka, Two-step, and Fox Trot
Wednesday, Mar 27
Latin Cha Cha




Fox Trot
Monday, Apr 1
Fox Trot and Latin Cha Cha



Waltz Introduction



Choreography Prep Time
Wednesday, Apr 3
Choreography Presentations
Monday, Apr 8
Waltz 



Dance Share Preparation

Wednesday, Apr 10
Dance Share #2 (Location TBA)
Monday, Apr 15
Introduction to the East Coast Swing



Waltz




Dance Critique #2 Due

Wednesday, Apr 17
Waltz and East Coast Swing
Quiz #3: Cha Cha, Waltz and East Coast Swing
Monday, Apr 22
Waltz and East Coast Swing
Wednesday, Apr 24
East Coast Swing
Monday, Apr 29
Dance Review for Final Exam
Personal Reflection Paper Due
Wednesday, May 1
Final Exam may be taken today or Monday, May 7th at 1pm



(Students will schedule a time near the end of the semester)

