Dr. Cynthia Allan
callan@pittstate.edu
Office: 215A GRUBBS HALL, 620-235-4724
OFFICE HOURS: MW 1:30-3:00 / T TH 9:30-10:30 and by appointment
Pittsburg State University

COMM 395 THEATRE HISTORY: CLASSICAL or MODERN
COURSE SYLLABUS 
PREFIX, NUMBER AND TITLE: COMM 295 THEATRE HISTORY | CREDIT HOURS: 3.0
DELIVERY METHOD: face-to-face; #207 Grubbs Hall; 11:00 – 12:15am
APPROVED COURSE DESCRIPTION: Examination and analysis of representative dramatic texts, performance styles, audience reception, theatre architecture, and the societal/cultural impact of specified eras in theatre history.  Original source documents (including plays), past and present histories, and past and present criticism will be utilized as key methods of inquiry and analysis.  May be repeated for different eras.  Topics alternate between Classical Period and the Modern Period.
ADA: If there is any student who has need for accommodation due to a disability, please click on the following link: http://www.pittstate.edu/office/eoaa/disability-services/index.dot for further assistance and information.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY
Any cheating, plagiarism, or obtaining unfair academic advantage will be punished by failing the assignment and possibly the course. Follow the link to the university policy:

http://www.pittstate.edu/audiences/current-students/policies/rights-andresponsibilities/

academic-misconduct.dot
SAFETY: Students should be aware of PSU’s safety policies, especially regarding inclement weather and building evacuation.  For more info, click on the PSU Homepage “Safety” button.  It is the student’s responsibility to maintain accurate contact information and access to university messaging via GUS e-mail or cell phone.
SYLLABUS SUPPLEMENT 
Check out the following link for additional important information regarding university deadlines, policies, ADA info, and contact info for the writing center – among other interesting things!
http://www.pittstate.edu/dotAsset/0be54462-4b5e-4175-bdf2-3ce6e906b42a.pdf
ADDITIONAL COURSE POLICIES:
1. Attendance is expected, although the structure of the course allows for great flexibility in attendance. Excessive and/or disruptive tardiness may lead to a lowered grade or dismissal from class. Students will be warned prior to being dropped from the class. Do NOT assume I will drop you if you do not attend class.
2. Students are responsible for completing assignments and knowing material, regardless of absence.  There are no make-up quizzes.  There are no deadline extensions.  Deviations from policy will occur only in severe and documented cases.

3. Class participation is expected.  This includes active listening and respectful treatment of other students.  I stress the importance of being prepared for class. 
4. Academic freedom:  In any study of performance, there are works outside norms of conventional society.  The use of challenging and eccentric material in a class setting does not mean the professor, department, or institution condones any idea or performance style reflected by the material.  Students are encouraged to accept the fact that the full intellectual investigation of a topic often means delving into areas that are uncomfortable or personally offensive.  Students are expected to view, discuss, and critique class material from a position of aesthetic distance and intellectual rigor.

TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REFERENCES
Wilson, Edwin, and Goldfarb, Alvin.  Living Theater: A History.  7th edition.  New York: McGraw-Hill, 2018.
Dover Thrift Editions of: Medea, Lysistrata, Everyman and Other Miracle and Morality Plays, Dr. Faustus ($2-$3 each)
PITT STATE PATHWAY – COMM 395 meets the Pitt State Pathway Essential Studies Element of:
Human Experience within a Global Context

Learning Outcome: Students will explore global systems conscientiously
Milestone I: Explains how various art forms respond to and influence society and culture 

It also meets the Companion Element of Nonverbal and Creative Expression:

Milestone I: Understands the characteristics of effective creative expression
COURSE OBJECTIVES  

1. Demonstrate familiarity with staging, technology, and production styles that define historical periods. 
2. Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the playwrights and performance texts in different historical periods. 
3. Demonstrate an understanding of social, economic, and political factors that influenced the development of theatre and theatre audiences in various periods.  
4. Write clearly and critically about historical periods and contemporary society through the lens of theatre history. 
ASSESSMENT

Course Objectives 1-3 are assessed through weekly quizzes and written discussion responses. Course Objective 2 is assessed through creative class projects (e.g. simulated production company). Course Objective 4 is assessed through written essays submitted electronically. Read “Writing to Learn” section and “Evaluation” section below for detail on assignment requirements and due dates.
COURSE OUTLINE (for Classical Period)
Jan 14 – Mar 21: Early Theatres

In this section, we cover Chapter 1-5 in your Living Theatre text. This includes the Greeks, Romans, Early Asian, and Medieval theatres. The plays you will be expected to read in this section include Medea, Lysistrata, The Second Shepherd’s Play, and Everyman.
 Spring Break: No class on March 12, 14
March 28 – May 4: Renaissance Theatres


In this section, we cover the major Renaissance movements that led to the modern Western theatre. This includes Chapters 6-8 in your Living Theatre text. The play you will read in this section is Christopher Marlowe’s Dr. Faustus 
WRITING TO LEARN INFORMATION – READ CAREFULLY

*STATEMENT OF INTENT

 We write frequently as a way to learn and retain course material.  You will write at least once a week – mostly in brief, in-class assignments. There also will be some formal writing required. Writing assignments generally focus on encouraging you to find a connection from the past to the present. There are no formal research papers, although you will have to do some research in order to fulfill course assignments.

*PHILOSOPHY OF WRITING

My philosophy of writing:  Students who articulate their ideas on paper have a greater capacity to retain and understand material and have a keener ability to think critically.  The use of writing assignments provides motivation for the student to read the material and find a personal connection with the course content.  In-class writing assignments do not receive a letter grade in order to encourage risk-taking and an honest approach to the work.

*HOW IT WORKS – IMPORTANT!!!!
In addition to earning an overall passing grade on other course components (informal writing and quizzes), you must also earn an average passing grade on the formal writing assignments to pass this course. If you do not earn an average passing grade on the formal writing assignments, you cannot pass this course per the policy of the university Writing to Learn program. That means you will need to earn a total score of 70 on the formal assignments (4 papers @ 25 points each) in order to pass the course.
You will receive feedback on your writing in the following manner: You will receive comments from me on any particular strengths or weaknesses through the CANVAS grading system. These will be in addition to the rubric used for evaluation. 
When you use sources in your formal writing, you will give credit for the words or ideas of others by documenting your sources, using the MLA style of documentation. At a minimum, you will be expected to cite your textbook and one other source.
In this course, you will write a minimum of 12 pages of formal writing in the form of the following assignments: 
ASSIGNMENT #1


DUE BY: FEBRUARY 14
You are forced to enter a rusty old time machine for your vacation.  The only two machine settings that work are “Golden Age of Greece” and “the Roman Empire.”  Decide which place you will go for two weeks of entertainment and tell me why you think you made the best choice and what was wrong with the location you didn’t choose.  Make sure to use a lot of specific examples, names, and terminology.  This is a chance for you to demonstrate your understanding of these two significant cultures and their connection with your interests today.

ASSIGNMENT #2


DUE: MARCH 7
The play EveryMan was an important morality play in the Middle Ages. There are productions of it still done around the world. But…EVERY time period has its own type of morality plays. What kinds of morality plays are part of our contemporary culture? In what medium are they told (plays, skit, TV, film) and what kinds of lessons are we supposed to learn?

ASSIGNMENT #3


DUE: APRIL 7
Write a letter to the editor of the Romo-Italiano Times newspaper defending either the street theatre (commedia) or the court theatre (proscenium/technology).  This means you have to take either the perspective of a peasant or the perspective of a member of the nobility.  Make sure you include not only why you like YOUR type of theatre, but also what you think is wrong with the other type of theatre. Tell me why you think YOUR theatre represents the theatre of the future.

ASSIGNMENT #4


DUE: APRIL 25 

You just moved to a community where a law was recently passed stating that productions of Shakespeare plays at the K-12 level can occur only after review by the school board to remove offensive language and references to drinking, sex, or violence. “These plays are immoral nonsense.” says Melvin Hucklebaum, chairman, “Besides, kids shouldn’t have to struggle with some non-existent version of the English language.” Another school board member was quoted as saying, “I fail to see what wasting time producing these plays has to do with getting a job. There is nothing of value in these old works. Decide whether you agree with the new law and then write a letter to the school board expressing your opinion. I would like to see at least 3 strong points made either for or against the law.

****Special Opportunity for Assignment #4: I will DOUBLE your points for this assignment if you write it in iambic pentameter. (that’s 50 points possible, folks!!)

Reminder: iambic pentameter is 5 beats to a line with 2 syllables to each beat and the accent is on the second beat.
It sounds like the beat of a heart
“thumpTHUMP thumpTHUMP thumpTHUMP thumpTHUMP thumpTHUMP”

Example: “Was THIS the FACE that LAUNCHED a THOUsand SHIPS?”
Formal writing assignments will be graded against a modified PSU writing rubric, to be posted on CANVAS within the first 4 weeks of the semester.

EVALUATION PROCEDURE
Tuesday Quizzes – begin January 22! Here are the rules:

1. Quizzes cover all material from the previous week, including textbook material, plays, and lectures.
2. You may skip a quiz and have the following quiz count double points.
3. You may not skip more than one quiz consecutively.
4. You may skip a quiz whether you are present in class or not.  For example, if you did not have time to study and you decide not to have that Tuesday’s quiz count, just write “Do not count” on the top and turn in the blank quiz.  Then, on the next Tuesday, you will take the quiz and it will count double.  In this way you control your study time.
5. Each quiz is worth 15 points.  There are no other tests in this class other than the final exam, which is comprehensive.
Written Assignments

Informal: There is a “Think!” discussion question to be answered on the back of the Quiz each Tuesday. 1 point per week.  
Formal:  see highlighted area above for details; 3-5 pages, double-spaced, 1-inch margin, 12 point font; final assignment may be due during the last week of class | 25 points each 
The final exam is worth 75 points. Final Exam: Tuesday, May 7, from 11 – 12:50

Final grades are based on the following percentage scale: 90+ = A, 80-89 = B, 70-79 = C, 60-69 = D, below 60 = F.
