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Pittsburg State University

College of Arts and Sciences

Department of Communication
COURSE SYLLABUS:
COMM 207: SPEECH COMMUNICATION: 3 Hours Credit
DELIVERY METHOD: Hybrid

Course Intended for Partial Fulfillment of the Pitt State Pathway Curriculum

Professor: Dr. Shirley Drew

OFFICE HOURS: As posted each semester 

Office: 214GRUBBS HALL, 620-235-4726

sdrew@pittstate.edu
Pitt State Pathway Mission Statement:    
The Pitt State Pathway curriculum serves as the heart of the university education by fostering interdisciplinary competencies that typify the educated person. It is designed to facilitate the development of key proficiencies including communication and information literacy. The Pitt State Pathway curriculum provides a transformational experience that challenges students to think creatively and critically, and to immerse themselves in the productive examination of humans in their global setting. By encouraging the development of skills that promote life-long learning, the Pitt State Pathway fosters a sense of personal responsibility, an appreciation of diversity, and an understanding of interconnectedness in our truly global society. 
Pillar of the Pitt State Pathway and Learning Outcome(s) to be Covered in This Course:
Communication:

Communication includes the exchange of information, which can include the ability to listen, comprehend, and respond to others, as well as the creative expression of ideas in the visual, written, and performing arts.  Students must demonstrate a thorough understanding of context relating to appropriate audiences and express their own ideas skillfully and ethically through written, verbal, nonverbal, and integrated means that conveys a clear, fluent message using different avenues of delivery. 
Learning Outcome: Students will learn to communicate effectively.

COMM 207: Speech Communication meets the Pitt State Pathway:

Core Element: Verbal Communication

Demonstrates the effective ability to engage others in order to increase knowledge and foster understanding.  Competency in this element means:
· Organizing formal presentations (introduction, body with clear and concise transitions, and conclusion) so that the central idea is clear, memorable, and strongly supported;

· Creating a cooperative, civilized dialogue based on asking and answering questions to stimulate critical and creative thinking via informal presentations;

· Demonstrating language choices that are imaginative and compelling while using appropriate vocabulary for the audience;
· Employing supporting claims with appropriate evidence and valid reasoning.  Opinions are clearly distinguished.  Main ideas are developed through evidence-based sources that clearly distinguish the source material from the writer’s own ideas;

· Analyzing presenter’s credibility/authority through ethical means.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: An elementary course designed to give the student an understanding of the requirements for effective speaking and listening and an opportunity to increase skills in each. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
Verbal Communication: Level of Student Learning: Milestone I

     Definition: Understands the message intended for the appropriate audience, using limited materials

METHODS OF ASSESSMENT:

To assess the chosen level of student learning (Milestone I), the student’s presentations of the informative and persuasive speeches will include a completed and instructor-approved audience analysis exercise and appropriate evidence for each type of speech.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1. Understand the basic theories of communication, including those in interpersonal, small group, and public communication. 

2. Understand basic interpersonal communication skills.

3. Understand basic group communication skills.

4. Understand basic public communication skills.

5. Understand basic research and writing skills.

METHODS OF ASSESSING LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Learning Outcome 1 will be assessed by exams and written discussion responses. 

Learning Outcome 2 will be assessed by the Information Gathering Interview Assignment and by in-class activities.

Learning Outcome 3 will be assessed by the Group Presentation Assignment.

Learning Outcome 4 will be assessed by the Informative and Persuasive Speech Assignments.

Learning Outcome 5 will be assessed by the Group Analysis Paper and by assignments that include outlines and bibliographies.
TEXTBOOK: *Valenzano, J.M., Broeckelman-Post, M.A., & Parcell, E.S. (2017). Edited by Drew, 

S.K., and Cooper, G. Communication: The Way We Connect (2018-2019 Ed.). Fountainhead Press. ISBN: 978-1-68036-802-4.
ADA: If there is any student who has need for accommodation due to a disability, please click on the following link: http://www.pittstate.edu/office/eoaa/disability-services/index.dot for further assistance and information.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY

Any cheating, plagiarism, or obtaining unfair academic advantage will be punished by failing the assignment and possibly the course. Follow the link to the university policy:

http://www.pittstate.edu/audiences/current-students/policies/rights-andresponsibilities/

academic-misconduct.dot
SAFETY: Students should be aware of PSU’s safety policies, especially regarding inclement weather and building evacuation.  For more info, click on the PSU Homepage “Safety” button.  It is the student’s responsibility to maintain accurate contact information and access to university messaging via GUS e-mail or cell phone.

SYLLABUS SUPPLEMENT 2017

Check out the following link for additional important information regarding university deadlines, policies, ADA info, and contact info for the writing center – among other interesting things!

http://www.pittstate.edu/dotAsset/0be54462-4b5e-4175-bdf2-3ce6e906b42a.pdf
COURSE DETAILS
1. TEACHING STRATEGIES
This class is organized around both online learning presentations and individualized face-to face-lab sections. The lab sections are used to present the oral assignments, serve as an opportunity to ask questions regarding the online presentations, and for in-class exercises. Lab Instructors have the responsibility for grading and keeping attendance records. Students should always contact the Lab Instructor first regarding course content, assignments, grades and/or attendance issues.


Specific teaching strategies used:


A. Lectures and Demonstrations


B. Classroom Discussions


C. Small Group Discussions


D. Individualized Assignments


E. Student Presentations


F. Analysis of Prerecorded Messages/Presentations
2. EVALUATION AND GRADING
A. Overall Evaluation


1. The student is evaluated on the completion and quality of assigned presentations.



2. The student is evaluated on the completion and quality of assigned written work.



3. The student is evaluated on her or his ability to answer questions on tests and quizzes.



4. The students is evaluated on the quality of her or his participation in class activities.

B. Evaluation Points:   (Note: These are subject to change)

Syllabus Quiz (10 pts)

Introduction Speech (10 pts)

Information Gathering Interview (20 pts)
Group Aud. Analysis (20 pts)


Group Presentation (30 pts)

Group Presentation Outline (10 pts)

Group Presentation Bib. (10 pts)

Group Analysis Paper (50 pts)

Informative Aud. Analysis (20 pts)


Informative Speech (25 pts)

Informative Speech Outline (10 pts)

Informative Speech Bib. (10 pts)

Persuasive Aud. Analysis (20 pts)


Persuasive Speech (50 pts)

Persuasive Speech Outline (10 pts)

Persuasive Speech Bibliography (10 pts)

Activity Assignments (40 pts.—4 @10 

 pts.each)

Exams
 (150 pts. – 3@50 pts each)

Participation Weeks 1-8 (10 pts)

Participation Weeks 9-16 (10 pts)


Online Lecture Assignments (180 pts)
Total Possible Points:  705
Please note this assignment list is tentative and subject to change.
C. Grade Scale




1. A+ to A- =100-90%


2. B+ to B- =89-80%


3. C+ to C- =79-70%




4. D+ to D- =69-60%




5. F =59% or lower
  D. Class Attendance
Attendance is core course requirement. Speech Communication is a highly interactive.  The quality of your learning is directly related to the quality of your involvement with the material. Missing 3 or more classes may result in the student being dropped from the course based on Lab and Course Instructors’ discretion. Each absence results in a 5 point reduction from your final course score.
3. COURSE POLICIES AND EXPECTATIONS
A. Course Structure

This is a hybrid course. You do not have a set Monday class period because that time has been given to you to watch the online presentations and as additional time for your chapter readings. Watch the presentation that is scheduled for that week’s lab sections so that you are prepared for the activities and discussions that will take place in the lab. REMEMBER: Monday online, Wednesday & Friday in class.
B. Reading Assignments

Reading assignments are to be completed before the class period for which they are assigned.  I know you have heard this before, but it really does help with understanding the material.

C. Class Discussion and Participation

You are encouraged and expected to participate in the discussions/activities.  Such discussions and involvement make for a better learning experience for everyone.
D. Written Work 

All out of class assignments must be typed unless stated otherwise.  Your Lab Instructor will inform you in class or on Canvas as to whether the assignment is to be turned in hard copy or electronically. For hard copy, please staple papers having multiple pages before coming to class. 
E. Primary Assignments

All primary assignments must be completed to pass the course.  Primary assignments include the three formal speeches (Informative, Group, and Persuasive).  Students may not choose to take a zero for any primary assignment. If you have an excused absence, you may also make up any missed secondary assignment.
F. Late or Missed Work

Each class period the work is late reduces the score by 10% up to a maximum 30% reduction. Lab Instructors may establish cut-off dates for when late/missed work will be accepted. If you know ahead of time that you will be missing a due date, please let your Lab Instructor know.
G. Grading

The Lab Instructors grade records will be the final and only determination of course grades. If you have a question about a grade/assignment please make an appointment to see your Lab Instructor. Do not take class time for that discussion.
H. Academic Dishonesty

Plagiarism and any other form of academic cheating will not be tolerated.  Acts of plagiarism and cheating will have negative academic consequences and may result in the student’s expulsion from the university. See the PSU Syllabus Supplement for more information. 
I. Special Circumstances

If you have a learning challenge or other special circumstances that may impact your educational experience in this course, you may discuss this with your Lab Instructor personally or with the Center for of Student Accommodations, if appropriate, so arrangements can be made.

H. Make Your Learning Fun!!!

The more involved you are with your education the more you will get out of it. Getting motivated to learn makes for a much more enjoyable experience.  Have Fun!
4. USE OF ELECTRONICS


The use of electronic devices during classroom time should only occur if directly related to the learning experience content of that class session AND if authorized by your Lab Instructor. The use of electronics for other purposes during class time can be a source of distraction and disrespect to the other students and the instructor and is therefore not permitted. Repeated violations of this policy may result in a course grade penalty or dismissal from the course.
5. WEAPONS POLICY

In this class, students will be asked on a regular basis to participate in activities, such as engaging in group work, using the board, testing without personal properties in close proximity, or performing short skits or role-playing scenarios. These activities may require students to either be separated from their bags or be prepared to keep their bags with them at all times during such activities. Students are encouraged to read the online weapons policy (http://pittstate.edu/dotAsset/ca5f2c95-67c7-426d-8da9-b42f5d00a936.pdf) to ensure they understand the requirements related to concealed carry.

