PITTSBURG STATE UNIVERISTY

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION

COMM 205.01 PERFORMANCE STUDIES WL | GRUBBS HALL 108

COURSE SYLLABUS

Megan Westhoff

Office: Grubbs Hall #110A

Office Hours: M 11am-12:30pm/1:30-4pm, T 10-11am/1:30-2pm/3:30-4pm & TH 10-11am or by appointment
E-mail: mcwesthoff@pittstate.edu | Phone: 620.240.6775
Communication Office/Mailbox: Grubbs Hall #215

Syllabus Supplement: Additional important information is located at https://www.pittstate.edu/registrar/_files/documents/syllabus-supplement-fall-2018
Course Description: An introduction to the field of performance studies. Content includes the study of theories of human play, forms of social and artistic role play, and the origins of human performance. Face-to-face course.

Pitt State Pathway

COMM 205 meets the Essential Studies Element: Human Experience within a Global Context
Learning Outcome: Students will explore global systems conscientiously.

Milestone I: Explaining how various art forms respond to and influence society and culture.

COMM 205 also meets the Companion Element: Nonverbal and Creative Expression
Milestone I: Understanding the characteristics of effective creative expression.
Course Objectives
Students will…

1. Identify the three areas of performance: personal, community, and professional.

2. Demonstrate familiarity with performance types (ritual, play, everyday life, etc.).

3. Demonstrate an understanding of dramatic and performance genres.

4. Demonstrate an understanding of the diversity of artists and their function in the creation of professional, live performance within diverse societies.

Assessment
Course Objectives 1-3 are assessed through quizzes, the final exam, and informal written assignments. Course Objective 4 is assessed through formal written assignments.
Special Concerns: Any student who, because of a disabling condition, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact me as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.

Safety and Emergency Procedures: Students should be aware of PSU’s safety and emergency procedures. Students are responsible to maintain accurate contact information to receive information via the emergency notification system. More information is located at http://pittstate.edu/info/safety
Weapons and Concealed Carry Policies: In this class, students will be asked on a regular basis to participate in activities, such as engaging in group work, using the board, testing without personal properties in close proximity, giving presentations, or performing short skits or role-playing scenarios. These activities may require students to either be separated from their bags or be prepared to keep their bags with them at all times during such activities. Students are encouraged to read the policies to ensure they understand the requirements. The policies are located at https://www.pittstate.edu/police/policies.html
Policies

1. Attendance: On-time attendance is expected of all students. Tardies count against your attendance (2 tardies equal 1 absence) and frequent tardies will be dealt with on an individual basis and may result in you being dropped from class. Once you accumulate 5 absences including tardies, your final grade will drop by 5%. I reserve the right to drop you from class if you have more than 5 absences including tardies; this policy is in effect with the exception of unusual, severe, communicated AND documented situations.

2. Academic Integrity: Students are expected to adhere to standards of academic integrity with zero tolerance for cheating, plagiarism, unfair academic advantage, falsification, or fabrication. Students found guilty of academic dishonesty automatically fail the course and may be penalized to the full extent of university policy, up to and including suspension from the university. PSU’s academic integrity policy is located at http://catalog.pittstate.edu/contentm/blueprints/blueprint_display.php?bp_listing_id=162&blueprint_id=124&sid=1&menu_id=7980
3. Professionalism: All in-class assignments must have the frayed edges removed before being submitted. All formal assignments must be presented in a professional format (typed, MLA style, double-spaced, well-organized, correct grammar and spelling, stapled, etc.). Proofreading of all work is required before it is submitted. Remember to always give credit for the words or ideas of others.

4. Course Communication: I am available during my office hours and accessible, but not immediately during the weekdays between the hours of 8am and 5pm, by e-mail/Canvas messaging. Please use appropriate electronic etiquette when communicating with me. Timely communication is always expected. I regularly update Canvas and/or e-mail course reminders. Students are responsible for checking Canvas and their GUS e-mail account. If you are having difficulty with course concepts and requirements, please make an appointment with me so we can develop a plan to help you succeed.

5. Due Dates: Students are responsible for completing assignments and knowing the material regardless of absence. Reading assignments are to be completed prior to the class period for which they are assigned. There are no make-up quizzes or in-class assignments. There will be no extension of deadlines. “Due dates” mean the assignment is due at the beginning of the class period. Hard copies of all assignments are to be submitted unless noted on the assignment sheet. DO NOT E-MAIL ASSIGNMENTS.
6. Late Assignments: Assignments turned in after the due date will receive half-credit. Late assignments will not be accepted one week after the due date. Hint: Start early in order to have time to ask questions and prevent any computer or printer problems.

7. Class Participation: Class participation is expected, including active listening, participation in group projects and discussions, and respectful and professional treatment of each other. Laptops and tablets are permitted for note-taking purposes only. Cell phones must be kept on silent and not used during class.
8. Academic Freedom: In any study of performance, there are works that exist outside the norms of conventional society. The use of challenging and eccentric material in a class setting does not mean the instructor, department, or institution condones any idea or style reflected by the material. Students are encouraged to accept the fact that full intellectual investigation of a topic often means delving into areas that are uncomfortable or personally offensive. All students are expected to view, discuss, and critique class material from an academic position of aesthetic distance and intellectual rigor.

Statement of Intent

This is a Writing to Learn class. We will write frequently as a way to learn and retain course material. The writing will range from impromptu, informal writing assignments to full-length formal papers. The focus of the writing assignments is to engage you in the discovery of a personal connection with the course material.

Philosophy of Writing

Writing is an essential skill that helps students to articulate their understanding of course material while also increasing their capacity to understand and retain course material and master critical thinking skills. Writing engages the student in the course material and provides a long-lasting personal connection. Your perspective is important and through your writing, I encourage you to challenge your worldview and be intellectually honest.

Writing Assistance

Need help with your writing? Help is available. Consultants at the Writing Center (112A Axe Library) can help you organize your ideas, improve your mechanics and spelling, and edit your own work. Check out their website (http://www.pittstate.edu/office/writing_center/) to make an appointment.

Computer/Technology Assistance

Contact the Gorilla Geeks (109 Whitesitt Hall, 620.235.4600, or geeks@pittstate.edu) if you need assistance with GUS, your GUS e-mail, Canvas, or any other technological needs that are essential for your academic success.

Textbook and Other References

No Required Textbook

• Additional assigned reading material will be provided in-class or will be posted on Canvas.

Recommended:

MLA Style Handbook

Evaluation Procedure

Assignments for this course will include informal and formal writing assignments, quizzes, and the final exam. You will receive a separate document providing assignment details and due dates. Discussions regarding grades will only occur in a face-to-face meeting and prior to finals week. Final grades are earned based on assignment points, attendance, and class participation and are not open to negotiation.

• Informal Writing Assignments: 5 points each – Some informal writing assignments will be completed in-class and some will be submitted on Canvas.

• Formal Writing Assignments: 25 points each – To pass the course, you must receive an average grade of a C by earning a total score of 52.5 out of 75 points on the formal writing assignments.
• Students will write a minimum of 3 full pages to a maximum of 4 full pages in length, plus a works cited page, for each of the 3 formal writing assignments this semester. Formal writing assignments must be submitted on Canvas and a hard copy must be turned in by the due date and will be graded by using the criteria in the PSU Writing Rubric. Please review the PSU Writing Rubric guidelines on Canvas. Students will receive instructor evaluations/feedback in the form of hand-written responses approximately two weeks after the assignment is due. Some assignments may require peer reviews. Papers that deviate from the required formatting or are shorter than the minimum length will receive a letter grade deduction. A formal writing assignment may be due during the last week of class.
• Personal Performance Analysis – Due Friday, September 14

• Acting Analysis – Due Friday, October 26

• You are required to attend one performance of either Pittsburg Community Theatre’s production of The Balcony Scene or PSU Theatre’s production of Cabaret. 

• The Balcony Scene will be performed at Memorial Auditorium, 503 N. Pine, October 4-6, Thursday–Saturday at 8pm.

• Cabaret will be performed at the Bicknell Family Center for the Arts in the Miller Theater, 1711 S. Homer, October 18-21, Thursday–Saturday at 7:30pm and Saturday– Sunday at 2pm. 

• Movie Breakdown – Due Wednesday, December 5

• Quizzes: 15 points each
• Final Exam (Comprehensive): 70 points – Friday, December 14 @ 10-11:50 am 
Grading Scale

A 
90-100%

B
80-89%

C
70-79%

D
60-69%

F
0-59%

Note: I use Canvas for posting instructions, information, and grades. Canvas does NOT take the place of class attendance or note-taking.

Attention Communication Majors: As part of the degree requirement, students will be required to prepare a portfolio during their senior year, so all coursework should be saved.

Course Outline

Section 1: Topics include an overview of the range of performance studies, areas of performance (personal, community, professional) and types of performance (ritual, play, sports, everyday life, etc.). 

Section 2: Topics include a historical look at the roots of human performance through significant periods of time (Greek, Medieval, Elizabethan, Chinese Opera and social/political performance).

Section 3: Topics include a study of performance practitioners and how a professional performance is conceptualized, developed, and realized.

Section 4: Topics include a study of the genres of conventional theatre performance, such as comedy, tragedy, musicals, and dance.

This is a tentative course outline. Necessary modifications may occur during the semester.

“NO CLASS” Days

Monday, September 3 – Labor Day

Friday, October 12 – Fall Break

To Be Announced – Comp Day for Theatre Attendance

Wednesday, November 21 & Friday, November 23 – Thanksgiving Break
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