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This Course Serves as Part of the Pitt State Pathway

Pitt State  Pathway Mission Statement

The Pitt State Pathway curriculum serves as the heart of a university education by fostering interdisciplinary competencies that typify the educated person. It is designed to facilitate the development of key proficiencies including communication and information literacy. The Pitt State Pathway curriculum provides a transformational experience that challenges students to think creatively and critically, and to immerse themselves in the productive examination of humans in their global setting. By encouraging the development of skills that promote life-long learning, Pitt State Pathway fosters a sense of personal responsibility, an appreciation of diversity, and an understanding of interconnectedness in our truly global society. 

Element of the Pitt State Pathway to be Covered in this Course:

Human Experience within a Global Context:
Learning Outcome: Students will explore global systems conscientiously.
Understanding the diverse nature, meanings, or functions of creative endeavors through the study of literature, music, theater, visual arts, or related forms of expression helps us understand ourselves. Competency in this element means:
· Applying cultural concepts and/or methodologies in the analysis of literary, performing, visual, or other art forms;
· Analyzing how literature, performance, the visual arts, or other creative endeavors respond to and influence society and culture;
· Analyzing creative endeavors in a contextual framework, such as critical theory, aesthetics, philosophy of art, or rhetoric;
· Demonstrating concepts that characterize a polycentric view of the world in contrast to an ethnocentric perspective.

Companion Element: 
Non-verbal and Creative Expression: 
Learning Outcome:  Students will communicate effectively.
Competently utilizes and demonstrates human response not expressed in words. These responses may or may not complement written and verbal information. 
Competency in this element means:
 Interpreting and delivering nonverbal communication as it applies to specific contexts such as art, music, illustrations, theater, dance, digital media, or other forms of context not identified above, as appropriate.
 Demonstrating effective and appropriate delivery/presentation including, but not limited to, facial expression, eye contact, body movement, and vocal variety;
 Demonstrating professionalism.

I. COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

A. Creative Artworks: Realize ways to generate and make artworks relating media,  form,  and intent/concept
a. Demonstrate use of sculpture to creatively to solve visual problems in an adaptable and personally  unique way.
b. Demonstrate use sculptural media and techniques in conjunction with design concepts to solve problems of visual organization.
c. Demonstrate use of sculptural design components and concepts in conjunction with sculpture skills to paint with a greater range of personal  expression.
d. Demonstrate use design components and concepts to create paintings that relate media and form to purpose and aesthetic  values.
e. Demonstrate sculpture with expanded aesthetic awareness.

B. Art Media Skills: Understand traditional and emerging materials, techniques,  and processes.
a. Demonstrate use of basic sculpture
b. 	Demonstrate use of various basic contemporary sculpture techniques, including line and value to create two-dimensional  visual  art.

C. Art Criticism: Understand Aesthetic Discourse, Theory, and Artistic Philosophy.
a. Interpret personal aesthetic responses to critiques and relate them to design components  and  concepts.
b. Interpret and explain ways design components and concepts function in historical and  contemporary sculptures.
c. Interpret, summarize, explain design qualities of their own contemporary sculptures.

II. Methods of Assessment /Evaluation:

1. Human Experience within a Global Context: Based upon human experience and the history of art making, critique of of original creative projects, and/or portfolio review will assess Milestone II- “Interprets how various art forms respond to and influence society and culture.”
2. Non-Verbal and Creative Expression: Based upon human experience and the history of art making the creation of original creative projects will assess Milestone II- “Demonstrates effective non-verbal and/or creative expression”.
3. Course Learning Outcomes: Quality of work and understanding of concepts through the creation of original creative works, critique, and/or portfolio review will be assess with outcome criteria within Canvas Rubrics specific to each assigned work.

 
I.          COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
 
The elements of sculpture, including various media, methods, techniques, processes, composition, and evaluation.
 
II.         PREREQUISITES:  
 
None
 
III.        PURPOSE OF COURSE:   
 
Art 266 is a beginning sculpture course based on representational and abstract ideas.  It is designed to introduce you to the various materials, processes and techniques of sculpture.  You will be given assignments and various exercises that will enhance your ability to develop formal aesthetic expression.  Methods of idea generation and conceptual development are undercurrents within the course structure.  You will be given a vocabulary list which I expect you to learn and use throughout the semester. Introspective thought, meaningful personal expression, artistic risk taking and energy level will separate above-average grades from the rest. Craft and technique will be emphasized to a high degree.     


 
IV.  COURSE OBJECTIVES:
 
       Discuss you own work and your peer’s in a critical and analytical manner.
 
       Explain and indicate the elements and principles of art as it relates to sculptural expressions.
 
       Describe and discuss sculptural art histories across cultures.
 
       Describe, visually analyze, judge, and explain the quality of contemporary sculptural forms. 
 
       Produce three-dimensional art forms through carving, casting, construction, modeling and assemblage.
 
       Solve three-dimensional problems of visual organization using knowledge of the elements and principles of art and sculptural processes.
 
       Use elements and principles of art to relate composition, media, personal aesthetics and purpose to create expressive sculptural forms.
 
       Use sculptural media and processes in a unique and flexible way to solve three dimensional visual problems.
 
       Be familiar with health and safety hazards associated with sculptural media and accompanying tools.
 
       Use hand and power tools in a safe manner.

 
V.  REQUIRED TEXT AND MATERIALS:  
 
Suggested Text (Not required):  Three Dimensional Design: Objects, Space and Meaning : Stephen Leucking
 
Each individual is expected to produce ingenious and well-crafted pieces. You will from time to time need to purchase additional materials to suit your personal project.  Materials need not be expensive.  You can collect supplies from Thrift Stores, your parents garage, construction supply houses, and other creative venues.  Be original, buy in bulk when you can and always be on the lookout for new and interesting materials.  You will need to get off campus from time to time to gather materials and supplies for this class.  
 
You need to maintain a sketch book.  You should bring it to class each day.  Buy the cheapest one you can find.   It should not be lined and must be at least 8 1/2 by 11 inches. Sketchbooks are recommended and will be handed in with each assignment. It is intended to be a diary of your images and thoughts.  Sketchbooks affect your grade. 
 
Readings from various publications will be provided such as:
             1.    Sculpture: A studio Guide, by Lorraine Balmuth Widman
2.     The Sculptural Idea, by James J. Kelly  
3.     Sculpture Magazine
4.     Beauty is Nowhere: Ethical Issues in Art and Design
 
VI.  INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES:  
       PSU Library
       Art Department’s periodicals/Internet
       Powerpoints
 
VII.  TEACHING STRATEGIES:
 
        Numerous hands on projects.
        Media demonstrations.
        Critiques and discussions.
        Readings.
        Powerpoint presentations.
 
VIII.  REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION:

Assessment will be undertaken through creative projects, critique, and/or portfolio review all with rubric. 

 
        CRAFTSMANSHIP AND EXECUTION OF TECHNIQUE- the ability to apply successfully and with competence the information and skills taught and demonstrated in the course and how the crafting of an object influences its aesthetic quality.
 
        ART/DESIGN ELEMENTS- the originality, imagination and research used to develop the content (source of inspiration) and the composition (color, texture, spatial concerns, balance, harmony, contrast, etc.) for each assignment.
 
        USE OF CLASS TIME- the "attitude" and "effort" put into the research and development of each assignment (self-motivation, discipline, work habits, cooperation, safety and maintenance of equipment and work area.
 
        MEETING CRITIQUE DEADLINES- Late assignments are not accepted
       CRITIQUE PARTICIPATION- Articulately defending your creative choices for each assignment, and actively sharing constructive opinions on your peer's assignments.
 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND STUDIO POLICIES
 
       Expect to work at least 4 hours outside of regular class time per week.  
       One ear-bud is allowed during class but no texting, checking email or phone calls are allowed.  You will be marked absent if you do, as you are not really “here” when engaged in those activities.  Also the number one thing that bothers your studio mates is when you are texting and not “in class.” This is verified by data gathered at colleges around the country.
       Studio clean-up.  At the end of the semester, all students will participate in a general studio clean-up.  The date will be announced and mandatory.  Miss it and your final grade will drop 5%. 
       Studio etiquette:  Sculpture work is messy. All students are required to clean up the area.
       Do not leave projects in the studio after the end of the semester.
 
GRADING RUBRIC:  
 
ATTENDANCE
 Tardiness and leaving early is unfair to the people who are on time.  
 
TARDIES are considered absent. 5 minute grace period, 10 if you are coming from the Tech Center. TEXTING is considered absent, CHECKING EMAIL is considered absent. 
Be here.  Be on time.  Work while you are here.  If you have a conflict or obligation, notify me before, not after. 
 
2 unexcused absences:  MAXIMUM EARNABLE GRADE: 90%
3 unexcused absences:  MAXIMUM EARNABLE GRADE: 80%
4 unexcused absences:  MAXIMUM EARNABLE GRADE: 65%
5 unexcused absences:  MAXIMUM EARNABLE GRADE: 50%
 
Excused absences are family emergency such as a funerals, and documented medical emergencies. If you are just not feeling well, please make arrangements to visit Health Services as this will help you receive aid for your illness, as well as provide documentation for the severity of your illness.  If you are unsure if your level of illness warrants a Health Services visit, then perhaps you can start the class and if conditions worsen you will be excused.
You will receive a grade for each project after its completion and critique. A rubric will be made available near the beginning of each project.  All assigned grades for each of the main projects are based on the following studio performance areas.
                                                                     
                        A= 90-100 
                        B= 89-80   
                        C= 79-70   
                        D= 69-60  
                        F=  59-0    
 
IX  COURSE CONTENT/SCHEDULE
See CANVAS
 
PROJECTS (4):             		600 points
Mid-Term Exam/Paper           	100 points 
OnLine Discussion Posts (3)                            150 points
In Class Discussion related to Posts(3)            150 points
Sketchbook                                                      100 points
 
Assignments require a demonstrable understanding of sculptural concepts.  
 
Sketchbooks are required and will be handed in with each assignment. A minimum of 5 thumbnail sketches per project with supporting ideas and thought processes. Additional visual and conceptual information should be included.
The paragraphs should include Design Language and not merely say, I like this because its pretty, or cool. These are not graded, but could be evaluated to help support a project you have problems with.
 
X: PLEASE BE FAMILIAR WITH THE ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT POLICY
http://www.pittstate.edu/audiences/current-students/policies/rights-and-responsibilities/academic-misconduct.dot (Links to an external site.)
 
XI. COURSE SAFETY:
Proper care should be taken when working with all artistic processes, since extended exposure to certain materials can be a hazard to your health. Serious bodily injury could result from improper use/handling of chemicals and electrical devices. The duration of exposure, individual susceptibly and the toxicity of materials are important factors to keep in mind. Wear protective clothing, and do not allow the chemicals to come into contact with your skin. No food or drink is allowed in any of the digital laboratories. Do NOT eat around certain artmaking materials.
Any student who is pregnant, has allergies, is highly sensitive to chemicals, or has other health concerns should consult a doctor about potential risks that are reason to postpone this course until a later semester.
It is the responsibility of every student to be informed and aware of proper safety methods for the materials used at school.
If you have a problem or question, seek out a monitor or the professor. PSU maintains Material Safety Data Sheets on all chemicals and hazardous materials purchased and used by PSU personal and students. The Material Safety Sheets are available to all students in the photography laboratory.

