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Pitt State Pathway 

MISSION STATEMENT The Pitt State Pathway curriculum serves as the heart of the university education by fostering interdisciplinary competencies that typify the educated person. It is designed to facilitate the development of key proficiencies including communication and information literacy. The Pitt State Pathway curriculum provides a transformational experience that challenges students to think creatively and critically, and to immerse themselves in the productive examination of humans in their global setting. By encouraging the development of skills that promote life-long learning, the Pitt State Pathway fosters a sense of personal responsibility, an appreciation of diversity, and an understanding of interconnectedness in our truly global society.

Pitt State Pathway 

This course covers the “Pitt State Pathway Requirement” for “The Human Experience within a Global Context.” Additionally, it covers the “Non-verbal and Creative Expression” portion of the “Companion Elements.”
1. Human Experience within a Global Context: Milestone I
Understanding the diverse nature, meanings, or functions of creative endeavors through the study of literature, music, theater, visual arts, or related forms of expression helps us understand ourselves. Competency in this element means:

· Applying cultural concepts and/or methodologies in the analysis of literary, performing, visual, or other art forms;
· Analyzing how literature, performance, the visual arts, or other creative endeavors respond to and influence society and culture;
· Analyzing creative endeavors in a contextual framework, such as critical theory, aesthetics, philosophy of art, or rhetoric;
· Demonstrating concepts that characterize a polycentric view of the world in contrast to an ethnocentric perspective.
Learning Outcome: Students will explore global systems conscientiously.  
Learner Outcomes.

Students will:

1. describe how music and its creative process assists us in understanding various cultures.
2. analyze the relationship between the influence of music on cultures and cultures on music.
3. explain how music relates to cultures internationally.
4. articulate the creative process of the composer and performer.
5. demonstrate an understanding of various musical styles and people involved in these styles.  

6. discuss the audible musical language.  

7. understand how the characteristics of music as a creative art form expresses non-verbal communication.

Companion Element. Non-verbal and Other Communication 
Non-verbal and Creative Expression:  Milestone I
Competently utilizes and demonstrates human response not expressed in words. These responses may or may not complement written and verbal information. Competency in this element means:

· Interpreting and delivering nonverbal communication as it applies to specific contexts such as art, music, illustrations, theater, dance, digital media, or other forms of context not identified above, as appropriate.

· Demonstrating effective and appropriate delivery/presentation including, but not limited to, facial expression, eye contact, body movement, and vocal variety;
· Demonstrating professionalism;

Learning Outcome:  Students will communicate effectively.
By definition, music can be a non-verbal form of expression. Even in vocal music there is a strong non-verbal component through the musical expression. The concepts of non-verbal and creative expression are embedded throughout the class. Characteristics of musical styles, interpretation of the same music or its function by various artists and in various styles are wedded to the entire course content. The musical interpretation of lyrics or the use of musical concepts such as consonance/dissonance, dynamics, and orchestration all play a role.

This is found on virtually every test and paper assignments as it forms a fundamental basis for the class. 

