






Faculty Senate Academic Honors Changes: 
 
Bylaws Description: 

Departmental Academic Honors Committee. This committee shall consist of eight 
members (five faculty and three students). This committee shall consist of seven five 
four faculty members. The five faculty members shall be from departments 
participating in the departmental academic honors program with one from the 
College of Education, one from the College of Technology, one from the College of 
Business and two from the College of Arts and Science, including one member 
representing the departments of natural sciences (physics, chemistry, biology, 
mathematics and nursing) and one from one of the other departments in the college 
of Arts and Sciences. The three students shall be eligible to participate in the 
departmental honors program. When possible and filled in a timely manner by the 
Student Government Association, two students who are eligible to participate in the 
Academic Honors Program shall also be included in the committee membership. The 
Director of Honors College and the Vice President for Academic Affairs shall serve as 
ex officio members. (Amended 5/9/11). The committee responsibilities include:  

1. Faculty members of the Faculty Senate Departmental Academic Honors 
Committee would serve as the Chair/Co-Chairs of the College Departmental 
Academic Honors Committee and would report back to the Faculty Senate 
Committee as appropriate. Each College will create a College Departmental 
Academic Honors Committee whose responsibility it is to develop clearly 
defined standards and guidelines for Departmental Academic Honors 
Projects within their disciplines, and to review all student applications 
submitted to ensure quality and rigor of the projects proposed. (Amendment 
as of 4/23/12 begins here) For the Colleges of Business, Education and 
Technology, the committee will consist of one representative from each 
department. Within the College of Arts and Sciences, there will be separate 
committees representing departments considered as Arts and those 
considered as Sciences. Each committee will also include two students 
appointed by the Student Senate. Committee representatives will be selected 
by the departments.  

2. The Faculty Senate Departmental Academic Honors Committee will address 
any student concerns voiced with regard to projects that were denied or sent 
back for modifications, if the student so choose to bring it forth.  

3. The Faculty Senate Departmental Academic Honors Committee will review 
and act upon any proposals for new courses to be added as “may be taken for 
honors.” (Concludes amendment of 4/23/12)  

4. Make certain that departmental courses designed for honors meet the 
general standards set forth in the institutional policy statement creating the 
student honors program. Uphold the integrity of the guidelines of each 
department/college through the review of applications.  

5. Recommend to the vice president of academic affairs those students who are 
to receive honors.  



6. Propose modifications in the honors program to the Senate as the need 
arises. (Amended 5/15/89)  

 
 
 
Faculty Senate Website Description Update: (This should mirror the description 
in the constitution except for the committee duties) 
 
Composition: This committee shall consist of five faculty members. The five faculty 
members shall be from departments participating in the departmental academic 
honors program with one from the College of Education, one from the College of 
Technology, one from the College of Business and two from the College of Arts and 
Science, including one member representing the departments of natural sciences 
(physics, chemistry, biology, mathematics and nursing) and one from one of the 
other departments in the college of Arts and Sciences. When possible and filled in a 
timely manner by the Student Government Association, two students who are 
eligible to participate in the Academic Honors Program shall also be included in the 
committee membership. The Director of Honors College and the Vice President for 
Academic Affairs shall serve as ex officio members. 
 
 
 
Information to add to the Appointment letters sent to faculty 
 
Each member of this committee is the chairperson for their respective college. As 
the chair of the college committee you will need to contact the Dean of your college 
immediately to determine the members of the college level Academic Honors 
Committee. Below is a working order for the committee. 
 1.      Appointment letters sent to University Level Committee members. 
These committee members are the chairpersons for their respective colleges. 
 2.     Committee members each contact prospective Dean’s for a list of 
members for the College level committee. Arts & Sciences will have two committees, 
one for natural sciences and one for all other departments. 
 3.    Students must return their finished applications to the Registrars office 
by the Monday of the 3rd full week of classes. 
 4.    University Committee members should have a meeting scheduled with 
their College level committee members for the fourth week of classes in order to 
review the applications. The members should approve or deny the applications 
based upon the general criteria set forth on the Registrars website for Academic 
Honors as well as specific criteria for each department, and return them to the 
Registrars office within one week of receiving the applications. 
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