
Chairs Meeting:    April 3, 2019 

 

Present: C. Costello, C. Allen, B. Winters, B. Bonnekessen, C. Geifer, S. Marchant, M. Meier, V. Ryder, D. 
Whitbeck, T. Flood, N. Grantham, M. Pomatto, P. Welborn 

ITS Update:  Members of ITS (A. Neria, T. Pierson, J. Burns, B. Herbert, B. Qualls, and L. Hardesty) 
provided an update on several projects of interest to CAS. 
  

Pittstate Pathway Degree Audit:  Angela Neria and Jeff Burns began by explaining that the 
project is in early stages, with this type of redesign generally taking 18 months.  Target for the 
degree audit to go live next spring.  Current focus is incoming freshmen and transfer students.  
The Pathway template requires a rewrite of the degree audit which, when completed, will 
provide additional features that current audit lacks and will interact with the schedule (which is 
also being redesigned).  The outcome will be a tool more cohesive for students providing them 
with a completer picture of their degree requirements and progress, allowing them to 
create/see a four-year plan.  Audit will not only include deficiencies, it will show completed 
requirements and provide planning tools (such as links to future schedules) letting students 
explore degree requirements in an online platform.  The application will also be “mobile 
friendly,” which ITS emphasized as an important capability. 
 
Restructuring of tech support:  Becky Qualls reported that last year’s restructuring of tech 
support has been successful.  The techs have integrated smoothly into ITS and are working well 
together to provide layered support and coverage.  The ticketing system is working well.  She 
encouraged those present to offer feedback or issue of concern. 
 
Outlook Migration:  Tim Pierson provided an update on email migration from Zimbra to Outlook.  
Advantages of Outlook include easier offload from emails, better integration with Microsoft 
office tools, and more storage space.  Current test migrations have been successful.  If next 
testing phase is as successful, ITS will begin migrating other areas.  This “background” work 
should not affect users and campus should feel no impact.  Once migration of emails is 
complete, ITS will provide training, both online and face-to-face.     
 
Software 2:  Angela reminded that ITS is looking for faculty volunteers to test use of Software 2 
for their classes.  Software 2 is an application that gives students access to “classroom” or “lab” 
software on their own or remote machines.   If the licensing allows this kind of use, software 
used in the classroom can be accessed by students when they are outside of the classroom or 
lab.  Possible candidates include Minitab and SPSS.  She encouraged chairs to pass this invitation 
along to their faculty. 

 
Announcements: 
Dr. Pomatto announced that there were two high school events on campus today which involved the Art 
and EML departments. 
 
Dr. Pomatto reminded chairs to send post-tenure reviews to the Dean’s office when completed.  



Dr. Pomatto announced three campus events of interest to CAS. 

Rehearsal Hall Dedication will be April 24 at 3:30 p.m. 

Student Employee Recognition will be April 8 at 2:00 p.m. 

Reception for the Meritorius Achievement Award recipients will be this Friday, April 5, 3:00 p.m. 
in the Alumni Center.  Since two of the recipients are Arts and Sciences alums, she encouraged 
attendance so that the College is well-represented. 

Andy Tompkins has been announced Interim President of Wichita State University, following the 
unexpected death of their former President. 

 
China Partnership Update:   
Dr. Kahol and President Scott recently returned from China with a signed agreement to partner with a 
university there in an Early Childhood Program.  This program includes an exchange with students 
coming from China to Pitt and faculty going from Pitt to teach in China.   Family and Consumer Sciences 
will be involved in this program.  There may be potential for similar partnerships in other programs 
which offers possibilities for expansion. 
 
Space Committee Update: 
Effort is lead by Doug Ball, and Dr. Pomatto is member of the committee.  First buildings on the 
committee’s agenda are Shirk and Hartman.   
 
Provost Search Update: 
Finalist candidates have been selected and scheduled for campus interviews.  Names and credentials will 
be available 24 hours (the day before) on-campus interview.  Dr. Pomatto encouraged CAS 
attendance/participation at all available interview sessions.   
 
FYI - Commencement Information: 
Commencement numbers: 

Undergraduates:    Business – 141, CAS – 320, Technology – 240, Education – 145 
Graduates:  Business – 22, CAS – 47, Technology – 29, Education – 171 
Totals:  Business – 163, CAS – 367, Technology – 269, Education – 316 
Total Undergraduates: 846 Total Graduates: 269 Total Graduating Students:  1,115 

 
Commencement Schedule: 

School of Nursing & College of Business, Friday, 5:30 
Remainder College of Arts & Sciences, Friday, 8:00 
College of Education, Saturday, 9:30 
College of Technology, Saturday, 12:30 
 
ROTC Commissioning Ceremony, Friday, 10:00  (13 students commissioned) 
Nursing Pinning Ceremony, Friday, 2:00 at Bicknell Center 

 



Announcement:  The Annual Meeting of the College with the President and Provost has been scheduled 
for April 18, 2019.  Schedule is as follows:   Dean, 2:00 in Kansas 1; Chairs, 2:30-3:30, in Kansas 1; and 
Faculty, 3:30-4:30 in Governors.  Dr. Pomatto asked chairs to encourage their faculty to attend.  Lt. Col. 
Costello said he would be unable to attend because he had prior commitment.  

Update CAS Faculty Excellence Awards:  Nominations have been received for the College’s Faculty 
Excellence Awards.  This year, we had six nominations for Excellence in Service, five for Excellence in 
Research, and four for Excellence in Teaching.  Excellence in Creative Endeavor and Excellence in 
Teaching Advising received no nominations.  Since there were no nominations in these two categories, 
Dr. Pomatto suggested awarding an additional Service and additional Research award to replace these 
two.  The chairs concurred.  It was decided to award two awards in each of the categories of Teaching, 
Service, and Research for the 18-19 awards. 

Dr. Pomatto asked chairs for recommendations of faculty to serve on the Excellence Awards Committee.  
Dr. R. Butler, Dr. A. Heter, Dr. S. Santra, and Dr. S. Drew were recommended to serve. 

Update Admission Data:  Dr. Pomatto shared the current admissions figures provided to the Deans 
comparing admissions from 2018 to current admissions in 2019.   The data shows that several 
departments are behind last year’s numbers.  Discussion followed of CAS decrease compared to 
University decrease. 

FYI:  Dr. Pomatto reported that the Associates Degree in Technology is moving through the KBOR 
approval process. 

Update:  Strategic Visioning.   The process is moving to the next phase:  setting up and assigning teams 
to explore / develop different areas.   Dr. Ryder and Dr. Oliver have been selected as team leaders while 
Dr. Winters, Dr. Allen, and Dr. Bonnekessen are also participating as members on various idea teams. 

As a follow up to the IT presentation, Dr. Pomatto inquired as to Chairs’ satisfaction with scientific 
equipment repair, since the techs (specifically Mark Thompson) have been absorbed by ITS.  Response 
continues to be good; chairs had no complaints. 

Department News / Chair Announcements: 

• Math Relays next Tuesday, 4/9, with roughly 1,100 high school students on campus. 
• Science Day, which was postponed due to weather, is next Thursday, 4/11. 
• Offer has been extended to a candidate to fill the HPSS Assistant Professor of Justice Studies 

position; department is waiting for candidate’s decision. 
• Communications has filled their two faculty positions. 


