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Teaching English in the Community College
Reading List for the Comprehensive Examination

Master of Arts in English, Pittsburg State University
You must read all 14 items in the Core List. In consultation with your faculty mentors, also choose 21 more items in the Auxiliary List for a total of 35 items. The comprehensive exam will cover those 35 items. The Graduate Advisor, your two faculty mentors, and you should each keep a photocopy of the list.
Core List (Read all 14 items.)

All the following items are from Patricia Bizzell and Bruce Herzburg, The Rhetorical Tradition. 2nd ed. Boston: Bedford, 2001:
1. Plato: Gorgias and Phaedrus
2. Isocrates: Against the Sophists
3. Aristotle: from Rhetoric
4. Cicero: from De Oratore and Orator
5. Quintilian: from Institutes of Oratory
6. Augustine: On Christian Doctrine, Book IV

7. Erasmus: from Copia: Foundations of the Abundant Style
8. Bacon: from The Advancement of Learning and Novum Organum
9. Blair: from Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres
10. Vico: from On the Study Methods of Our Time
11. Whately: from Elements of Rhetoric
12. Grimke: Letters on the Equality of the Sexes and the Condition of Woman, letters III, IV, XIV

13. Richards: from The Meaning of Meaning and The Philosophy of Rhetoric
14. Burke: from A Grammar of Motives, A Rhetoric of Motives, and Language as Symbolic Action
Auxiliary List (Choose 21 items as directed.)
15/16. Community College (Check 2 boxes.)
· Alford, Barry, and Keith Kroll, eds.  The Politics of Writing in the Two-Year College. 

· Reynolds, Mark.  Two-Year College English: Essays for a New Century.
· Tinberg, Howard B.  Border Talk: Writing and Knowing in the Two-Year College.
17/18. History of Composition/Rhetoric (Check 2 boxes.)
· Berlin, James.  Writing Instruction in Nineteenth-Century American Colleges.  
· -----.  Rhetoric and Reality: Writing Instruction in American Colleges, 1900 – 1985.  

· Covino, William A.  The Art of Wondering: A Revisionist Return to the History of Rhetoric.  

· Kennedy, George A.  A New History of Classical Rhetoric.  

· Murphy, James J.  A Short History of Writing Instruction: From Ancient Greece to Twentieth-Century America.
19. Classical Rhetoric (Check 1 box.)
· Kynell, Teresa. Writing in a Milieu of Utility : The Move to Technical Communication in American Engineering Programs, 1850-1950. 2nd ed. Stamford: Ablex, 2000.

· Longo, Bernadette. Spurious Coin: A History of Science, Management, and Technical Writing. Albany: SUNY, 2000.

20. Basic Writing Theory/Pedagogy (Check 1 box.)
· Horner, Bruce, and Min-Zhan Lu.  Representing the “Other”: Basic Writers and the Teaching of Basic Writing. 
· Shaughnessy, Mina.  Errors & Expectations: A Guide for the Teacher of Basic Writing.
21/22. Expressivist Rhetoric/Pedagogy, Group 1 (Check 2 boxes.)
· Elbow, Peter.  Writing without Teachers. 
· -----.  Embracing Contraries.

· Macrorie, Ken.  Telling Writing.

· Murray, Donald M.  A Writer Teaches Writing: A Practical Method of Teaching Composition.
23. Expressivist Rhetoric/Pedagogy, Group 2 (Check 4 boxes.)
· Coles, W. E., Jr.  “Freshman Composition: The Circle of Unbelief.”  College English 31 (1969): 134-42.

· -----.  “An Unpetty Pace.”  College Composition and Communication 23 (1972): 378-82.

· Fishman, Stephen M., and Lucille Parkinson McCarthy.  “Is Expressivism Dead?  Reconsidering Its Romantic Roots and Its Relation to Social Construction.” College English 54 (1992): 647-61.

· Gibson, Walker.  “Composing the World: The Writer as Map-Maker.”  College Composition and Communication 21 (1970): 255-60.

· Murray, Donald M.  “Finding Your Own Voice: Teaching Composition in an Age of Dissent.”  College Composition and Communication 20 (1969): 118-23.

· -----.  “The Interior View: One Writer’s Philosophy of Composition.”  College Composition and Communication 21 (1970):21-26.

· Rohman, D. Gordon.  “Pre-Writing: The Stages of Discovery in the Writing Process.”  College Composition and Communication 16 (1965): 106-12.

· Tchudi, Stephen.  “The Experiential Approach: Inner Worlds to Outer Worlds.”  Eight Approaches to Teaching Composition.  Ed. Timothy R. Donovan and Ben W. McClelland.  Urbana: NCTE, 1980. 37-52.
24. Cognitivist Rhetoric/Pedagogy, Group 1 (Check 1 box.) 

· D’Angelo, Frank.  A Conceptual Theory of Rhetoric.
· Emig, Janet.  The Composing Process of Twelfth Graders.
25. Cognitivist Rhetoric/Pedagogy, Group 2 (Check 1 box.) 
· Flower, Linda.  Problem-Solving Strategies for Writing.
· Rose, Mike.  Lives on the Boundary.
26. Cognitivist Rhetoric/Pedagogy, Group 3 (Check 4 boxes.)
· Flower, Linda, and John R. Hayes.  “The Dynamics of Composing: Making Plans and Juggling Constraints.”  Cognitive Processes of Writing.  Ed.  Lee W. Gregg and Erwin R. Steinberg.  Hillsdale: Lawrence Erlbaum, 1980.  31-50.

· -----.  “The Cognitive Process Theory of Writing.” College Composition and Communication 32 (1981): 365-87.

· Jennings, E. M.  “A Paradigm for Discovery.”  College Composition and Communication 19 (1968): 192-200.

· Larson, Richard.  “Discovery through Questioning: A Plan for Teaching Rhetorical Invention.” College English 30 (1968): 126-34.

· -----.  “Invention Once More: A Role for Rhetorical Analysis.”  College English 32 (1971): 665-72.

· -----.  “Problem-Solving, Composing, and Liberal Education.”  College English 33 (1972): 628-35.

· Lauer, Janice.  “Heuristics and Composition.”  College Composition and Communication 21 (1970): 396-404.

· Odell, Lee.  “Piaget, Problem-Solving, and Freshman Composition.”  College Composition and Communication 24 (1973): 36-42.

27. Social-Constructivist Rhetoric/Pedagogy, Group 1 ((Check 1 box.)
· Faigley, Lester.  Fragments of Rationality: Postmodernity and the Subject of Composition. 

· Knoblauch, C. H. and Lil Brannon.  Rhetorical Traditions and the Teaching of Writing.

28. Social-Constructivist Rhetoric/Pedagogy, Group 2 (Check 1 box.)
· Burke, Kenneth.  A Grammar of Motives.
· Kinneavy, James.  A Theory of Discourse.
29. Social-Constructivist Rhetoric/Pedagogy, Group 3 (Check 4 boxes.)
· Berlin, James.  “Rhetoric and Ideology in the Writing Class.”  College English 50 (1988): 477-94.

· Bizzell, Patricia.  “Beyond Anti-Foundationalism to Rhetorical Authority: Problems Defining ‘Cultural Literacy.’” College English 52 (1990): 661-75.

· -----.  “Thomas Kuhn, Scientism, and English Studies.”  College English 40 (1979): 764-71.

· Bruffee, Kenneth A.  “Collaborative Learning and the ‘Conversation of Mankind.’” College English 46 (1984): 635-52.

· Faigley, Lester.  “Competing Theories of Process: A Critique and a Proposal.”  College English 48.6 (1986): 527-42.

· Hairston, Maxine. “The Winds of Change: Thomas Kuhn and the Revolution in Teaching of Writing.”  College Composition and Communication 33 (1982): 76-87.

· Rosenblatt, Louise M.  “The Transactional Theory: Against Dualisms.”  College English 55 (1993): 377-86.

· Selfe, Cynthia L.  “Technology and Literacy: A Story about the Perils of Not Paying Attention.”  College Composition and Communication 50 (1999): 411-36.

30/31. Literature Pedagogy (Check 2 boxes.)
· Miller, Bruce E.  The Art of Teaching Literature.
· Richter, David H.  Falling into Theory.
· Rosenblatt, Louise M.  Literature as Exploration.
· Sullivan, Jerry, and John Hurley.  Teaching Literature Inductively.

32. Writing Centers/Tutoring (Check 1 box.)
· Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner.  The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer Tutoring.
· Harris, Muriel.  Teaching One-to-One: The Writing Conference.
33. History/Theory/Praxis (Choose 6 as directed.)
Choose 2 articles on history, 2 on theory, and 2 on praxis from the following books and list those articles on the lines provided below:

· Barnett, Robert W., and Jacob S. Blumner, eds.  The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Writing Center Theory and Practice.

· Murphy, Christina, and Joe Law, eds.  Landmark Essays on Writing Centers.

15. ______________________________________________________________________________

16. ______________________________________________________________________________

17. ______________________________________________________________________________

18. ______________________________________________________________________________

19. ______________________________________________________________________________

20. ______________________________________________________________________________

34. History/Theory/Praxis or Writing Centers/Tutoring (Choose 6 as directed.)
Choose another 6 articles from the books listed under Item 33, or choose 6 relevant articles on writing centers or tutoring from current periodicals in consultation with your mentors. List those articles on the lines provided below: 

21. ______________________________________________________________________________

22. ______________________________________________________________________________

23. ______________________________________________________________________________

24. ______________________________________________________________________________

25. ______________________________________________________________________________

26. ______________________________________________________________________________

35. Writing Across the Curriculum (Choose 6 as directed.)
Choose 6 articles from the following 3 books and list those articles on the lines provided below:

· Barnett, Robert W. and Jacob S. Blumner, eds.  Writing Centers and Writing Across the Curriculum.

· Bazerman, Charles, and David R. Russell, eds.  Landmark Essays on Writing Across the Curriculum.

· Fulwiler, Toby, and Art Young, eds.  Programs that Work: Models and Methods for Writing Across the Curriculum.

27. ______________________________________________________________________________

28. ______________________________________________________________________________

29. ______________________________________________________________________________

30. ______________________________________________________________________________

31. ______________________________________________________________________________

32. ______________________________________________________________________________










