
“The real secret of success is  
enthusiasm.”             — Walter Chrysler 

When I reflect back over the 
past year, I recall it being a 
heartwarming and memorable 
one. In the four years since I’ ve 
served as director, I believe this 
past academic year has been the 
most successful one yet re-
flected in several ways. Seeing 
an increase in attendance at 
monthly meetings and HCA 
events, upperclassmen remain-
ing more active until gradua-
tion, and seeing the freshmen I 
started with graduating four 
years later, all lend support to 
the success experienced. 
 

As I embark upon my fifth 
year, I think about what a privi-
lege it has been to serve as di-
rector of such an amazing 
group of young people. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed my time 
working with each one of you 
and look forward to the year 
ahead with new members join-
ing our HC family. A colleague 
recently commented about how 
envious she was of my role, 
being able to work with some 
of the best students on campus. 

I agreed that it’ s an awesome 
task and responsibility, but so 
worth the efforts in the rela-
tionships I’m able to develop 
with you all. What a special 
group you are to me! 
 

There are a few people I would 
like to recognize who have 
certainly contributed to the 
success we’ve continued to 
experience. First of all, thanks 
to this year’s HCA officers and 
to past-president, Emily Patter-
son for their tremendous ef-
forts in leading the way to 
many of our accomplishments. 
Secondly, thanks to my GA, 
Rachael (Barnes) Swopes for 
doing such a terrific job these 
past two years, serving as my 
right hand. She will be greatly 
missed as she’s graduating in 
December. Finally, and cer-
tainly last of all but not least, 
to Dr. Bob Ratzlaff for having 
the vision and wisdom to es-
tablish the Honors College at 
Pittsburg State nearly twenty 
years ago. Dr. R. is retiring 
after 40 years at PSU. Had it 

not been for his passion and 
persistence to provide such an 
outstanding opportunity for our 
highest achieving students on 
campus, we would not be 
where we are today. Thanks, 
Dr. R. for believing and dream-
ing. You truly are PSU’s shin-
ing star and will continue to be 
in our eyes for years to come! 
 

As I conclude my thoughts and 
comments in this newsletter’s 
edition, let me again say what a 
blessing you all are to me! En-
joy the remainder of the sum-
mer and I’ ll see each of you in 
the new academic year ahead. 
To leave you with one of my 
personal quotes, “Continue to 
reach for the stars and experi-
ence your successes, but try not 
to lose sight of helping those 
who are less fortunate along the 
way.”  
 

Blessings to you with love,   
Dr. B. 

Director's Message 
by: Dr. Becky S. Brannock 

Upcoming Calendar of Events for 2006-07 
Honors College Associa-
tion (HCA) meetings are 
scheduled for the 2nd 
Thursday of each month in 
307 Whitesitt Hall.  
 

 

Other activities planned for 
the 2006-07 academic year 
include: 

September 14, 5:00pm—7:00pm 
Welcome Back Picnic @ University Lake 
(W. Shelter) 
 
October 19, 3:30pm—5:30pm 
Bowling Night @ Holiday Lanes 
 
December 7, 5:00pm—7:00pm 
Christmas Party & Caroling @ Sunset 
Manor 
 
February 16, 6:30pm—10:00pm  
Stone’s Throw Dinner Theatre @ Car-
thage, MO 

April 14, 9:00am—6:00pm  
Float trip @ Shady Beach on 
Elk River—Noel, MO  
 
April 30, 12:00pm—2:00pm 
Honors College Luncheon @ Crim-
son and Gold Ballroom, Overman 
Student Center 
 
June 3, 1:30pm—June 4, 12:00pm 
Overnight Orientation 
 
 

Special points of  interest: 
� HCA meetings will be the 2nd Thursday of 

each month throughout the academic year. 

� The room location  
of meetings is 307 
Whitesitt for Fall.  

� Mark your calendars 
for upcoming events 
shown above! 
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x During St. John' s Hospice Walk in Joplin in 
September, we were awarded the traveling 
trophy for the second year in a row for being 
the community group raising the most money! 

x For “Safe-trick-or-treat” , a team of HC mem-
bers dressed in costumes and sponsored games 
and events for children visiting campus at 
Halloween.  

x We raised funds and donated money to the 
Salvation Army to assist the victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina, as well as collected bottled water 
to send.  

x Our adapt-a-family project was a big hit again dur-
ing the Christmas season when we provided Christ-
mas for a community family with four children.  

x The residents of Sunset Manor seemed to appreciate 
hearing the Christmas Carols we shared with them 
during the holidays.  

x Various members of the HC participated in assisting 
efforts in the community during the “Big Event”  and 
also “Special Olympics” . 

x HC members offered assistance to serve as tutors at 
PHS for students in need during the academic year.  

Many of our Honors College mem-
bers continue to be blessed in a mul-
titude of ways through their gifts and 
talents. As a way of giving back to 
our community, here are some of the 
service projects which we partici-
pated in during 2005-06: 

The academic year got kicked off to a 
success with the annual Welcome Back 
picnic on September 8th at University 
Lake. The setting was perfect with a 
cookout, volleyball, icebreaker activities, 
and Big Sibs meeting Lil'  Sibs. Many of 
the Lil'  Sibs didn' t realize the signifi-
cance and impact these connections 
would have on life-long relationships for 
future years to come.  

In October, HCA members were striking 
it up for Honors College at the Holiday 
Lanes. To observe this event first hand, 
one would not anticipate the competition 
occurring between the classes. Freshmen 
versus sophomores and juniors versus 
senior teams were in full swing with 
bowling balls in hand! Much laughter and 
enjoyment were experienced throughout 
this memorable evening of a fun filled 
event.  

How could the year possibly be complete 
without our annual trek to Carthage, MO 
to see a tremendous production at Stone' s 
Throw Theatre? This year' s show, 
ªRelatively Speakingº had all of the at-
tendees in gut holding laughter through-
out the night.  

 

The year' s HCA events concluded in the 
spring with a canoe trip down the Elk River 
in Noel, MO. We had the largest number of 
members attend ever! This year' s floating 
was possibly one of the best in past years. 
It was a beautiful, sunny, pleasantly warm 
and blue skies spring day! The weather and 
atmosphere couldn' t have been more per-
fect to combine and make an enjoyable out-
ing with Mother Nature. The bonding only 
continues to roll on from year to year! 

PSU' s President; Dr. Lee Christensen, Associate 
Vice President of Academic Programs; and Emily 
Patterson, HCA President were all present to 
share this special occasion. Musical talent was 

shared by several Honors Col-
lege members, including Beth 
Perrey, Brittany Streiff, Megan 
Hizey, and Trey Wadell.   

A couple additions to the pro-
gram made this year' s lunch-
eon extra special. First, Dr. B 
gave the graduating seniors an 
unexpected memory…an 
email saved from their first 
semester in college describing 

This year' s Honors College Luncheon had the 
largest attendance ever, with over 150 members 
and guests in attendance to bid graduating sen-
iors farewell and to welcome the new incoming 
class aboard. The theme was 
ªOn the Wings of Successº, and 
a Mexican Fajita Buffet was 
enjoyed among elegant décor of 
stars and angels. Those present 
at the luncheon included Honors 
College members and their 
families, school counselors and 
gifted educators of incoming 
members, as well as many dis-
tinguished members from the 
university. Dr. Tom Bryant, 

how they have enjoyed college life thus far. The 
seniors, being the first class Dr. B has had from 
beginning to end, received angel pins so that they 
can be watched over as they spread their wings 
into the world. Next, a tribute to Dr. Robert 
Ratzlaff, Vice President of Academic Affairs and 
Founder of the Honors College, left many in tears 
as they rejoiced in all he has done for the Honors 
College and the University. Dr. Ratzlaff retired 
this year after 40 years at PSU, and was given an 
award as PSU' s ªShining Starº.  

The luncheon was enjoyed by all, and it was a 
great way to celebrate the Honors College mem-
bers who are always ªOn the Wings of Successº! 
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I t is more Blessed to Give than to Receive 

2005-06 HCA Events Continue the Bonding of our Honors 
College Family 

Record Attendance at Annual Honors College Luncheon! 

“Never doubt that a small group of  
thoughtful, committed citizens can  
change the world; indeed, it©s the  
only thing that ever has.”   
                          -Margaret Mead 

Honors College members pose for the camera after 
a fun night at Stone’s Throw Dinner Theatre.  

Honors College members and  
guests gather at the annual  
Honors College luncheon.  

Members attempt to master the 
Elk River on the annual float trip.  



President: 
Rye Addis, Junior 
from Oswego, KS  
(Communication major) 
 
Vice President: 
Amy Crisler, Senior 
from Towanda, KS  
(Nursing major) 
 
Secretary: 
Jackie Slater, Senior 
from Furley, KS  
(History major) 

Treasurer : 
Jenny Werner, Senior 
from Pittsburg, KS  
(Accounting major) 
 
Histor ian: 
Ke'O Verzon, Sophomore 
from Bentonville, AR 
(Psychology major) 
 
Big/L ittle Sib Chair : 
Erin Smith, Senior 
from Miami, OK 
(Music Ed. major) 
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Holland, Kimberly; Claremore, OK  
Landrum, Jason; Mound City, KS  
Leslie, Katlyn; Girard, KS  

Manrique, Amy; Pittsburg, KS  
Merando, Katelyn; Frontenac, KS  
Miles, Katelyn; Baldwin City, KS  
Plank, Megan; Pittsburg, KS  
Qualls, Richard; Chanute, KS  
Renyer, Emily; Burlington, KS 
Sorell, Ryan; Concordia, KS  
Stuhlsatz, Anne; N Garden Plain, KS  
Tafreshi, Paresa; Overland Park, KS  
Trigg, Aaron; Overland Park, KS  
Voth, Kipp; Arkansas City, KS  
Wallace, Roxanne; Tipton, KS 
Ward, Lisa; Leavenworth, KS  
Williams, Heather; Fort Scott, KS  
Wire, Jory; Chanute, KS 

Beginning Fall 2006 the fol-
lowing students will enter 
PSU’s Honors College: 
 

Freshmen Scholars 
Ballock, Megan; Eudora, KS  
Brumbaugh, Lindsey; Pittsburg, KS  
Clay, Matthew; Viola, KS  
Fraley, Krysten; Dighton, KS  
Goetschius, Sonya; Mindenmines, MO  
Gordon, Andrea; Wichita, KS  
Grisham, Makenzie; Frontenac, KS  
Heady, Samantha; Oswego, KS  
Henrie, Stephanie; Towanda, KS 

with team building exercises. After the 
day of challenges, the newly acquainted 
group continued their bonding experi-
ence at Pizza Hut for a tasty dinner. 
Next, back at the dorms, the new mem-
bers met up with current members and 
took on yet another challenge, planning 
out their fall schedules for the Monday 
morning enrollment session. The mem-
bers continued to bond into the early 

Overnight orientation is the Honors 
College way of welcoming incoming 
members, giving them the chance to 
meet current and other incoming HC 
members. This year' s orientation took 
place on June 4th and 5th, and con-
sisted of 25 incoming members and 13 
current members. The orientation be-
gan at Greenbush, where high and low 
rope courses were attempted, along 

morning hours over 
snacks, games, and 
conversation. This 
summer, like many 
past, friendships 
were started that will 
continue over a life-
time.  
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Meet the Newest Members of our HC Family 

New HCA Officers Elected for 2006-2007 

Overnight Orientation: Building Friendships and Overcoming Challenges 

Challenges are overcome at the high-ropes courses at 
Greenbush during Overnight Orientation. 

“Leadership is the challenge  

to be something more than average.” 

                                        Ð Jim Rohn 

Fall Incoming Class 2006-07 

Transfer  Scholars 
Funk, Daniel;  
Coffeyville, KS  
 

Macwani, Sibeso;             
Independence, KS  
 

Mulenga, Mwansa;      
Neosho, MO  
 

Porter, Mallory;  
Hutchinson, KS  
 

Seifert, Terran;  
Cherryvale, KS  
 

Trabuc, Nicole;  
Colony, KS  

Social Co-Chairs: 
Gabe Spurgeon, Sophomore             Abra Sandage, Sophomore 
from Stockton, MO                          from Raymore, MO 
(Math/Physics major)                       (Nursing major) 
 
Service  Co-Chairs: 
Alison Stephens, Sophomore           Dana Pugh, Sophomore 
from Carl Junction, MO                   from Eureka, KS 
(Spanish/English Ed. major)            (Undeclared major) 
 
Homecoming  Co-Chairs: 
Ginger Niemann, Senior                   Beth Perry, Junior 
from Windsor, KS                            from Joplin, MO 
(Political Science major)                  (Accounting major) 

Congratulations to the newly elected Congratulations to the newly elected   
officers for the upcoming year!officers for the upcoming year!   



WWEE'' RERE  ONON  THETHE W WEBEB! ! 

x At the PSU College Bowl, “ the Dictator Tots”  (HC team) took 1st place in the overall com-
petition! Members were Eddie Penner, Doug Graham, Jon Garrett, & Ben Wilkins. 

x A second HC team “ College 4 Free”  took 3rd place in the College Bowl Competition. Mem-
bers included Eric Bluml, Jeremy Johnson, Brittany Streiff, & Caleb Whitcraft. 

x Andy Super concluded his collegiate career with his photographic exhibition “ Redshirt”  
with quite an impressive collection of his work! 

x Ginger Niemann was nominated as an Outstanding Leader On-Campus and served as SGA 
president. She also was selected as the Mabel Lee Walton Leadership award recipient na-
tionally. 

x Congratulations to the following seniors for being nominated Outstanding Senior Finalists 
at PSU: Angela Meyer, Aubrey Parsons, Brent Cameron, & Ryan LaSota. 

x Golden Gorilla recipients for 2006 were from our own HC family: Evan Besperat, Brent 
Cameron, Andrew Kleinberg, Ginger Niemann, Ene Tuyliyeva, Ken Wagner, & Jenny 
Werner. 

x Amy Crisler represented the HC as Homecoming Queen candidate and Evan Besperat was 
our King candidate. Others from the HC representing other organizations were: Ginger 
Niemann, Jared Smith, & Ken Wagner. Congrat’s to Jared Smith for being selected PSU’s 
King 1st runner up. 

x Jessilyn Humble will be participating in the Scholars in Rural Health Program through KU 
Med School. She also received the Anna Belle Coy award in Lambda Sigma. 

x Sarah Brannock served as one of two summer interns for Fellowship of Christian Athletes in 
KC on the SALT team (Student Athletic Leadership). 

x Andrea Meierhoff served as an interior design intern last summer for an architectural firm 
in Marina del Rey, California. 

Dr. Becky S. Brannock, Director 
205A Whitesitt Hall 

Pittsburg State University 
Pittsburg, KS 66762 

PSU HONORS COLLEGE 

 
Sarah Arlene Mills 
Aubrey Suzanne Parsons 
Emily Anne Patterson 
Suzette Denice Rakestraw 
Ethan Kobus Smilie 
Andrew Super 
Ene Suhanovna Tuyliyeva 
Kenneth P. Wagner 
Robert E. Weil 
Timothy James White 

Graduating Seniors 

Dyana Kristine Bard 
Emigene Ann Brown 
Brent David Cameron 
Rita Marie Cook 
Elizabeth A. Dale 
Dawn Ann DeLay 
Jessica Marie Dold 
Emily Jo Duethman 
Joshua Edwin Gier 
Loretta Meagan Gudde 
Trisha Carrell Hastings 
Angela L. Hine 
Tracie Ann Jabben 
Keith Ray Kellenberger 
Stephanie J. Lachowsky 
Crystal Dawn LaGalle 
Ryan David LaSota 
Charla A. Logan 
Andrea Marie Meierhoff 
Angela Marie Meyer 

HC Alum News 

x Nicole Pellet (2002 Grad) was named MO Outstanding 
Rural Middle School Teacher for 2005 by the MO 
Assoc. of Rural Ed. Nicole is a 6th grade English & 
Social Studies teacher at Liberal Middle School. 

x Melanie McGee (2005 Grad) is working as a legislative 
assistant in the Senate Majority Leader' s office in 
Topeka. 

x Codi Whaley (2004 Grad) became Mrs. Nicholas 
Schale in May. She' s enrolled at UMKC in a Ph.D. 
Counseling Psychology program. 

x Annie Bradbury (2002 Grad) became Mrs. Robertson 
recently. She teaches 1st grade in Frontenac, KS. 

x Rachael (Barnes) Swopes (2004 Grad) received PSU' s 
Graduate Student Research Award. She will be gradu-
ating in Dec. with her Master' s in Clinical Psychology 
and has served as Dr. B' s GA the past 2 years. 

 

Our Warmest Congrat's to the Fall'05 & Spring ‘06 Graduates! 

Phone: 620-235-4569 
Fax: 620-235-6102 

E-mail: rbrannoc@pittstate.edu 

‘06 Seniors at the Summa Luncheon  
at President Bryant’s house 

BRAG CORNER… Look what great things some 
HC members have done in ‘05-'06! 

http://www.pittstate.edu/admin/vpaa/honorscollege.html 


