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College News 

I t seems impossible to me that 
another year has passed in our 
Honors College Association at 
Pittsburg State University. What a 
tremendous year it’s been when I  
reflect on the accomplishments 
and honors that have been 
achieved. Although I ’m complet-
ing my third year as PSU’s HC 
director, I  sti ll find myself in awe 
when I  think about the out-
standing students I  have had the 
privilege of working with on a 
day-to-day basis! Thanks so much 
for providing me with such an 
incredible opportunity. 

During the fall of 2004 we kicked 
off the year by bringing in our 
largest freshmen and transfer 
scholars since I ’ve been director. 
39 new faces joined our family 
and what a fun journey it ’s been! 
Just when I  think our newest 
members have bonded as much as 
they possibly could, the next 
group comes in and truly amazes 
me. Yes, this group depicted 
themselves as the “nerd power” 
group and even have t-shirts for 
proof! 

We participated in a number of 
social events throughout the year, 
beginning with the welcome back 
picnic where big and little sibs 
met for the first time last Septem-
ber and ending with a float trip in 
April. The fun seemed to just keep 
rolling on as the year progressed. 
You can read about each event 
throughout this newsletter.  

To continue giving back to the 
community, HCA members par-
ticipated in a number of commu-
nity service events during the fall 
and spring semesters. In the fall 
we walked together to raise 
money for St. John’s Hospice, 
participated in Safe Trick-or-
Treat on campus, adopted a fam-
ily at Christmas time and pro-
vided gifts for their four children, 
provided service to members of 
the community at the “Big Event” 
this spring, and laid the ground-
work to incorporate a tutoring 
program at Pittsburg High 
School. Aside from group involve-
ment and participation of HCA 
members as a whole, individual 
members also donated their time 

at places such as the Salvation 
Army, Youth Friends, Pittsburg 
Recycling, Habitat for Humanity, 
Heart Walk, and area Nursing 
Homes, to name a few.  

Yes, the 2004-05 school year has 
been a fast-paced one, but we’ve 
taken time to enjoy the scenery 
along the way. New friendships 
were developed, existing  rela-
tionships nurtured, and the oldest 
ones cherished fondly — to be 
remembered for a lifetime. 
Thanks everyone for making this 
one of our best years yet!! Bless-
ings to you, Dr. B. 

 

“Success is the good for tune 
that comes from aspiration, 
desperation, perspiration and 
inspiration.” 
                — Evan  Esar  

Di r ector ’s M essage 
by: Dr . Becky S. Br annock  

Honors College Association 
(HCA) meetings are sched-
uled for the 2nd Thursdays 
of each month beginning at 
5:00 p.m. in Whitesitt 307. 
Other activities planned for 
Fall 2005 academic year 

September 15th;  5:00-7:00 pm 

Welcome Back Picnic                 
@ University Lake (W. Shelter)  

October 20th; 3:30-5:30 pm 

Bowling Night @ Holiday Lanes 

December 1st; 5:00-7:00 pm 

Christmas Party & Caroling   
@ Sunset Manor 
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I n si de th i s i ssue: 

Special  poin ts of  
i n ter est :  

x HCA meetings will 
be the second 
Thursday of each 
month at 5:00pm 
throughout the 
Fall semester. 

x The room location of 
meetings is 307 
Whitesitt for Fall. 

x Mark your calendars 
for Fall events 
shown to the right! 



Members of HCA attended the Stone's Throw 
Dinner Theatre in Carthage this spring to see 
ªGoodbye Charlieº, an enjoyable satirical com-
edy about a man named Charlie who returned 
to earth as a woman. Dinner was great, the 
show was amusing, and the fellowship was the 
best! Who knows what production will be on 
tap for next spring? I f you missed out on the 
antics this time around, you'll have another 
opportunity to view one of the great perform-
ances a year from now! 

among friends and family alike.  
In addition to the members and 
their families, plus their school 
counselors or gifted educators, 
there were many distinguished 
members from the university, 
including PSU's President; Dr. 
Tom Bryant, Vice President of 
Academic Affairs; Dr. Bob 
Ratzlaff, Associate Vice President 

This year's Honors College 
Spring Luncheon was a huge 
success, with 150 people gather-
ing to welcome new incoming 
members and to wish graduating 
seniors farewell.  The theme for 
the luncheon was ªA Taste of 
Successº.  Featuring ivy center-
pieces and fine I talian cuisine, it 
felt like a day spent in Europe 

of Academic Programs; Dr. Lee 
Christensen, and HCA president; 
Brent Cameron.  We heard com-
ments from them, as well, and 
had inspiring musical entertain-
ment by Jackie Slater, Honors 
College sophomore.  All in all, the 
event was a great way to set off 
the spring semester.  I t truly was 
a taste of success! 

Spr ing Dinner  Theat r e Big 
H i t  w i th  H onor s M em ber s 

H onor s Col lege M em ber s Receive a “ Taste of  Success”  at  the H onor s 
Col lege Spr ing Luncheon  

New  an d cur r en t  m em ber s, fam i -
l i es, an d f r i en ds gather  for  th e 
Spr i ng Luncheon , “ A Tast e of  
Success”  

Sever al  H onor s Col lege 
m em ber s gather  i n  
f r on t  of  the Elk  Ri ver , 
pr epar i ng for  a day of  
adven tu r e on  thei r  
spr i ng f loat  t r i p. 

lowing the annual Christmas party. The sen-
ior citizens enjoyed hearing us sing favorite 
Christmas carols with some even joining in 
with the toe tapping, hand clapping, and en-
thusiastic singing. 

HCA members adopted a family with four 
children from one of the area elementary 
schools. Each class of students adopted a 
child and provided gifts for those special chil-
dren. When it was all said and done, our Hon-
ors College came through with their enor-
mous generosity again! There were three chil-
dren's bikes, a karaoke machine, and even a 
few extra gifts for the parents delivered to the 
elementary school where the project was be-
ing endorsed. Way to go HCA'ers! 

 

PSU's ªBig Eventº was again a big hit this year. 
HCA members entered a team to help out with 
requests made by members of the community. 
Whether the project was big or small, it didn't 
matter because it was appreciated by all! 

Finally, another program being sponsored by 
HCA this year is a tutoring program to be initi-
ated at Pittsburg High School (PHS) this com-
ing fall. The groundwork was laid and details 
ironed out for HCA members to serve as tutors 
for PHS students who request the help. 
HCA'ers decided this would be a great way to 
share their talents with others. ACT test prep 
assistance will even be made available to those 
in need. 

H onor s Studen ts Give Back  to the Com m un i ty 
HCA members have been known to have 
pretty big hearts when it comes to giving back 
to their communities. The first community 
service project of the year was the Annual St. 
John's Hospice Walk in Joplin. HCA mem-
bers walked those five miles away in no time 
and were even awarded the traveling trophy 
for a school's organization raising the most 
money! I t was a memorable afternoon for all 
and what better cause than to provide help to 
the terminally ill and their families. 

With the Halloween season in full-force HCA 
members assisted in providing a safe environ-
ment for trick-or-treaters to come on campus, 
for an evening of fun games and treats. 

To spread joy to older adults, HCA members 
caroled the night away at Sunset Manor fol-

“We are what we repeatedly do. 
Excellence, therefore, is not an act 
but a habit.” 
                                — Ar i stot l e 
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Is it possible that there is a mere sign of com-
petition among HCA members? In November, 
teams were formed representing the fresh-
men—vs.—sophomore class and juniors—vs.—
seniors at the bowling alley while we were 
striking it up for Honors College during our 
bowling night. We may not have made a re-
cord number of strikes for the night, but we 
sure had fun trying! 

Fast forward to this spring when scores of 
HCA members proceeded to float down the 
Elk River. There were only a few members 
who tipped their canoes and became soaked. 
Fortunately the weather cooperated for us this 
time as this was a rescheduled event which 
was rained out last fall. 

St r i ke i t  up for  H onor s Col lege W hether  at  
the Bow l ing Al ley or  on  the River  



New  H CA Off i cer s Elected for  20 0 5-20 0 6 

Sum m er  ‘0 5 Over n igh t  Or ien tat i on : Cr eat i ng a L i fet im e of  M em or ies 

M eet  the New est  M em ber s of  our  H C Fam i ly 

Fal l  I ncom ing Class ‘0 5-’0 6 

New  an d cur r en t  m em ber s 
at tem pt  the r opes cour se at  
Gr eenbush . 

Congratulations to the newly 
elected officers for the upcom-
ing year! 

Pr esi den t : 

Emily Patterson 

Vi ce Pr esi den t : 

Amy Crisler 

Secr etar y: 

Chelsey Evans                         

Tr easur er :  

Tim McVey                                           

Social  Co-Chai r s: 

Andrew Kleinberg                     
Evan Besperat 

Ser vice Co-Chai r s: 

Jackie Slater                              
Kayla Carter 

 

Bi g/ L i t t l e Si b Chai r : 

Erin Smith                                                      

I n t r am ur al  Co-Chai r s: 

Ken Waggoner                             
Ryan Campbell 

H om ecom ing Co-Chai r s: 

Andrea Meierhoff                 
Stephanie Lachowsky 

Bruce, Cassandra; Chetopa, KS 
Burton, Katelyn; El Dorado, KS 
Conrad, Emily; Overland Park, KS 
Elnicki, Ashley; Pittsburg, KS 
Floyd, Erin; Wichita, KS 
Freeze, Cody; Dadeville, MO 
Fullerton, Dillon; Yates Center, KS 
Galloway, Deidre; Louisburg, KS 
Gampper, Krista; Iola, KS 
Green, Tiffany; Kansas City, KS 
Halstead, Jenae; Wichita, KS 
I loi lo, Brandon; Independence, MO 
Lawson, Sonya; Webb City, MO 
Neil, Cooper; Pittsburg, KS 
Nimmo, Wesley; Seneca, MO 
Peach, Darcy; St. Charles, IL 
Penner, Jr., Edward; Pittsburg, KS 
Pugh, Dana; Eureka, KS 
Pugh, Angela; Joplin, MO 

Sandage, Abra; Raymore, MO 
Sharp, Maeve; Great Bend, KS 
Shrader, Dorothy; Alva, OK 
Spurgeon, Gabriel; Stockton, MO 
Stephens, Alison; Carl Junction, MO 
Stumpff, Cecilia; Eudora, KS 
Verzon, Ke'olani; Bentonville, AR 
Whitcraft, Caleb; LaCygne, KS 
Wildschuetz, Jamie; Moran, KS 
 
 
Transfer Scholars 
 
Durkee, Donna; Pomona, KS 
Kelly, Terry; Chanute, KS 
Perry, Deborah; Miami, OK 
Roberts, Molly; Cherryvale, KS 
Rogers, Megan; Fort Scott, KS 
Wire, Jeremy; Chanute, KS 

Beginning Fall 2005 the following students 
will enter PSU's Honors College:    

Freshmen Scholars 

Armbruster, Brett; Kansas City, MO 
Bentley, Adam; Neodesha, KS 
Braker, Darin; Liberal, MO 

orientation.  This year, the excited 
group, consisting of around 32 
incoming members and about 12 
current members, began the 
weekend by participating in ropes 
course activities at Greenbush.  
Both high and low ropes were 
attempted, some with more suc-
cess than others.  After a day full 
of team building exercises and 
challenges, the group ventured to 
Pizza Hut to enjoy a hot  meal.  

This year's overnight orientation 
took place on June 5 th and 6th at 
PSU's campus.  The overnight 
orientation is a fun-fi lled week-
end that allows incoming Honors 
College members the opportunity 
to get to know not only each 
other, but also current HC mem-
bers.  In addition, new members 
meet with old regarding enroll-
ment issues, and are assisted in 
enrolling on the final day of the 

Next, members teamed up and 
planned their fall schedules for 
enrollment the next morning.  
After that, the night turned into 
the wee hours of the morning as 
new and old members played 
cards and games, built towers, 
and watched movies in the 
Dellinger Underground.  This 
summer at the Honors College 
overnight orientation, friendships 
began that will last a lifetime. 

“To do great things is 
difficult;  but to 
command great things 
is more difficult.” 
— Fr i edr i ch  Niet zsche 
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x Out of last fall's freshmen class in PSU's Honors 
College 23 out of 33 had 4.0's! 

x 3 of the 6 new transfers also shared 4.0 status!! 
x The ªBran's Flakesº team took 3rd place in the Col-

lege Bowl competition! 
x Brent Cameron placed 1st at PSU's Undergraduate 

Research symposium! 
x Stephanie Lachowsky, Emily Patterson, Andy Su-

per, and Sabuhi Sardarli were nominated for Stu-
dent Employee of the Year at PSU! 

x Ginger Niemann was selected for USDA's Research 
and Marketing symposium at Washington D.C. this 
summer! 

x Rebekah Grieb was chosen to be a student ambas-
sador and was elected public relations chair of Al-
pha Psi Omega! 

x Megan Nelson was selected for the 1st Academic 
All-American team! 

x Sabuhi Sardarli was a national champion in the 
SIFE team competition! 

x Amy Crisler and Jenny Werner were selected into 
the Crimson Club! 

x Kudos to Andy Pierce, Jessica Dold, and Kim Abels 
for a fantastic production of ªRuthlessº! 

 

Dr. Becky S. Brannock, Director 
205A Whitesitt Hall 
Pittsburg State University 
Pittsburg, KS 66762 

We're on the Web! 

http:/ / www.pittstate.edu/ admin/ vpaa/ honorscollege.html 

Kyle Jason Seifert 
Keith D. Smeltz 
Sarah Elaine Smith 
Valerie Kay Smith 
Rebecca L. Spencer 
Angela Karen Steele 
James Frederick Vallandingham 

Graduating Seniors 

Kimberly Michelle Abels 
Jonathan Anderson 
Rebekah Dawn Beyers 
Amanda Marie Blubaugh 
Lindsey Nicole Carter 
Tammy Dawn Crepinsek 
Kristen Lynn Currie 
Kaleena Erin Daniels 
Erin Lynn Douglas 
Jacqueline L. Gerant 
Mary Elizabeth Henderson 
Kerri R. Hoisington 
Krystal Kay Klein 
Danielle Marie Leivian 
Melanie Gwen McGee 
Megan M. Nelson 
Megan A. Page 
Andrew Philip Pierce 
Sabuhi Hidayat Sardarli 

HC Alum News 
 
x Caleb White is currently enrolled in 

Chiropractic school in KC and got 
married in April. 

x Amy (Hellwig) Ford is teaching in 
Rogers, Arkansas. 

x Staci Bracksick has a position with 
All-State in Chicago. 

x Rachael (Barnes) Swopes is working 
on her Master's in Clinical Psychol-
ogy at PSU and is serving as Dr. B's 
GA. 

x Tammy Crepinsek landed a teaching 
job in Liberal, MO. 

x Rebecca Spencer is in Brisbane, Aus-
tralia on an Ambassadorial scholar-
ship through Rotary Club. 

x Nicole Pellet was recognized as 
ªTeacher of the Yearº in Liberal, MO 
where she teaches middle school. 

Our  W ar m est  Congr at ’s to the Fal l ’0 4 &  Spr ing ‘0 5 Gr aduates! 

Phone: 620-235-4569 
Fax: 620-235-6102 
E-mail: rbrannoc@pittstate.edu 

PSU  H ON ORS COL L EGE  BRAG CORNER… 
Look  w hat  gr eat  th ings som e H C 
m em ber s have done in  ‘0 4—'0 5! 

‘0 5 Sen ior s at  the Sum m a Luncheon  at         
Pr esi den t  Br yan t 's house 

H onor s Col lege Associat i on ... 

W her e People Succeed! 


